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fer it to you, but to ſhew my 
acknowledgment, and the De- 
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had the honour to perform my 


operations under your direCti- 
ons, has proved my powerful 
protector. Your Name, Sir, 


will ſerve as an indelible ſtamp 


to ſettle its value, and free it 
from the aſperſions of malig- 
nant perſons. I look upon it as 


a ſingular advantage to myſelf, 


that the following obſervations, 
which I am going to publiſh un- 
der your protection, are for the 
moſt part ſuch, as wherein you 
have a greater ſhare than my- 


ſelf, becauſe they contain divers 


inſtructions and wholeſome di- 
rections, given to me by your- 


ſelf, and for which conſequently 


both 
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both the public and I ſtand in- 
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reverence the world bears to 
your Name, will ſerve me as a 
ſhield to protect myſelf againſt 
my enemies, fo I acknowledge 
myſelf incapable of making any 
turther return to your good- 
neſs, than to acknowledge my- 
ſelf with all imaginable ſincerity 
and ſubmiſſion, as long as I 
live, 
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and dutiful Servant, 
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S I am ready to confeſs, that 
my genius tends not in any 
wiſe to writing, ſo I hope the cour- 
teous Reader will excuſe the errors 
he may perhaps meet with in the 
following treatiſe, eſpecially, ſince 
being ſufficiently ſenſible, as well of 
my inability, as the little inclination 
I had to publiſh theſe Obſervations, 
the ſame would have lain concealed 
within the compaſs of my own cloſet, 
had not ſome of my friends, who are 
unqueſtionable judges of things of 
A4 this 
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this nature, perſuaded, and moſt ur- 
gently preſſed me to oblige the world 
with what they were aſſured would 
tend to the inſtruction of thoſe that 
profeſs Midwifery, This reaſon be- 
ing the only one that prevailed with 
me to appear in print, and all poſſi- 
ble care being taken to publiſh theſe 
Obſcrvations with all imaginable fide- 
lity, I ſhall never repent of my reſo- 
lution, if it meet with an impartial 
interpretation and acceptance from 
the public. It is therefore, that I 
muſt intreat the Reader to have a 
regard not ſo much to the ſtyle and 
nicety of choice words, (for which I 
acknowledge myſelf but indifferently 
qualified), as the weight and truth of 
the matter itſelf; which, as it was the 
only ſcope I aimed at in this Treatiſe, 
ſo I can aver, that I have aſſerted no- 
thing in relation to it, but what is 


founded 
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founded upon my own experience, 
and what I am ready and able to 
make good at this day, whenever oc- 
caſion preſents itſelf. Since it was 
next to an impoſſibility to avoid, 
upon divers occaſions, the mention- 
ing of the errors committed by ſome 
Midwives, I profeſs the ſame not to 
have been done with the leaſt inten- 
tion of expoſing them, or to interfere 
with their practice, (for which reaſon 
I carefully avoided to mention their 
names) but only to ſerve as a warn- 
ing and inſtruction unto others, 
that they may not ſtumble over the 
ſame block, to the great detriment of 
their patients, and their own reputa- 
tion. I am further obliged to ac- 
quaint the Reader, that the reaſon 
why ſuch obſervations as treat of the 
ſame circumſtances of things, are not 
joined, or at leaſt ſucceed one ano- 
ther 
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ther immediately in this Treatiſe, is, 
becauſe I choſe rather to publiſh 
them in the ſame order as they were 
13 tranſacted: Beſides, that, there may 
be obſerved in moſt, if not all of 
them, a remarkable difference in re- 
lation to their circumſtances. 
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CHAPTERS and OBSERVATIONS 
contained in this Treatiſe. 
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Of Aſſiſting a 


CHILD-BEARING WOMAN 


IN HER 


TRAVA bi: 


Founded upon a conſiderable Number 
of OBSERVATIONS. 
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CHASE L 
Of the Natural Way of Delivery, 


HE delivery of a woman is per- 
formed by two different ways; ei- 
ther by the pure ſtrength and 


direction of nature, when the mo- 

ther finding herſelf affected with violent 
pains, brings forth the child without the 
aſſiſtance of a midwife; or when the ſame 
is accompliſhed by the hands of a ſkilful man- 
midwife or midwife. This laſt having been 
| B differently 


[2] 


differently treated of by divers arthorr, I 
will content myſelf with propoſing only 
what I have approved by my own experi- 
. ence. | | | 
To begin then with the natural way of 
delivery. If a man-midwite or midwife is 
called to a child-bearing woman whoſe time 
or reckoning is expired; it ought to be en- 
quired into, whether ſhe has any pains in 
+ the belly, about the bladder, groin, and hips ; 
14 and whether they draw downwards towards 
4 the groin and fundament : if the pains con- 
tinue and ſeem to promiſe an approaching 
| travail, the woman muſt be fearched in the 
0 following manner. Let the midwiſe aſter ſhe 
| 4 has well warmed and pared the nails of her 
| 


hands, put her right or left foremoſt finger 
(according to the poſition of the woman) 
well beſmeared with freſu butter or any other 
| oleaginous ſubſtance (withont ſcent) into the 
* entrance of the womb, taking care not to 
1 hurt the urinal paſſages, lying on the up- 
1 per fide; this done, let her advance gra- 
5 duaily towards the orifice of the womb, 
78 which bears always downwards when the time 
WW! | of travail is at hand: if you find the womb 
of opened, it is a ſign of the approaching travail, 
a thing well to be obſerved by midwives, for 
fear of giving a wrong judgment in the mat- 
ter. 

It happens however ſometimes that the 


womb of a child-bearing woman opens it- 
3 ſelf, 
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I 
ſelf, to diſcharge ſome ſuperfluous humours, 
and afterwards cloſes again, whereof I have 
obſerved ſeveral inſtances in my practice; 
whence 1t 1s evident, that the opening of the 
womb is not ſufficient alone to judge of the 
approaching delivery, unleſs the ſame be at- 
tended with the requiſite pains. As the pains 
and travail encreaſe, then grill the womb 
become wider and ſofter, when you muſt 
take care to fee] whether its orifice turns for- 
wards towards the bladder, or backwards to- 
wards the guts: In the firſt caſe, you may 
expect a much quicker and eaſier delivery, 
becauſe the outward and inward orifices of 
the womb are in a direct line; whereas in 
the laſt caſe it proves more difficult and flow, 
and the orifice of the womb being not ſo eaſily 
to be reached with your finger, you mult carry 
your finger along the lowermoſt part of the en- 
trance to the womb, where it adjoins to the 
ut. 
a When you intend to diſcover the opening of 
the womb, you muſt do the ſame during the 
intervals of the pains, when you may with 
leſs oppoſition enter the orifice, which enclo- 
ſes your finger like a ring; but care muſt 
be taken to do it without the leaſt force, 
but to let the opening grow bigger and ſofter 
by degrees, by means of the pains and the 
water contained in the womb. In this point 
you ought to proceed with ſo much caution, 


that, though you find the membranes or ſkins 
B 2 already 
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already very thin, you muſt not be too for- 
ward, but touch thoſe parts as rarely and as 
gently as poſſibly may be, for fear of cauſing 
unneceſſary pains and inflammations ; ; though 
I have obſerved this to be a vulgar error among 
midwives, little conſidering that the opening 
of the womb ought to proceed from the pains 
and the ſucceeding water : for in cafe the 
membranes or ſkins are broken before their 
due time, and the water comes forth before 
the womb is ſufficiently opened, the womb 
cloſes up again ; ſo that the child's head find- 
ing the paſſage very ſtrait, renders the delivery 
much more difficult, eſpecially at the firſt 
labour. 

As the pains increaſe the water incloſed 
in the membranes, being puſhed forwards in- 
to the orifice of the womb, appears at firſt 
like as an extended pig's bladder of the big- 
neſs of a hazle-nut ; but as the pains in- 
creaſe, the water . itſelf more forward 
with the membranes to the inward orifice of 
the womb, which being thereby opened by 
degrees, the membranes are more and more 
extended, but flacken as ſoon as the pains 
ceafe, and return to the ſame ſtation, with the 
increaſe of the pains, preſſing very hard up- 


on the orifice of the womb ; which opening 


thus by degrees, and in a manner unperceiv- 
eg, comes not to its full highth in ſome wo- 
men, but in ſome days ; whereas in others it 
procecds ſo quick, that they have ſcarce time 
to 
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to ſtay for the aſſiſtance of a midwife. In 
ſuch caſes you ſee the membranes or ſkins, 
which at firſt were no bigger than a hazle-nut, 
to extend in a ſhort time to the bigneſs of an 
egg; and in ſome to the bulk of a child's head 
in the outward orifice of the womb. This 


done the membranes or ſkins break, the water 


iſſues forth, and the child preſſed forward by 
the mother, and its own ſtrength, follows with 
his head foremoſt, till it quite diſentangles it- 
ſelf from the wont: 

This is the true and natural birth or way 
of delivery. Sometimes it happens that though 
the child's head appears, yet the unuſual bulk 
of its ſhoulders, makes it ſtick 1n the paſſages, 
and prevents its delivery: in this caſe the 
man-midwife or midwife muſt proceed with 
great caution ; and endeavour, whulft the 
pains preſs the child forward, to help its 
coming forth, by laying both hands on the 
head, below the ears, and ſo endeavour to 
draw it out in a direct line. In caſe the 
midwife dreads the hurting of the child, let 
her put both hands to the child's neck, 
and thus perform the delivery without de- 
la 

i ſay without delay, becauſe, I know by ex- 
perience, that the womb after thayhead of the 
child was paſſed, has ſo cloſely enveloped the 
reſt of the body, that without an immediate de- 
livery, the child muſt have been choaked. To 
prevent this, you muſt let your anger flide 
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in gently betwixt the labia or edge of the 
orifice of the womb and the neck of the 
child, and thus, by ſtretching the orifice, fur- 
ther the birth of the child. I remember 
that in, the hoſpital of Paris, ſeveral chil- 


"dren were thus loſt by the negle& of ſome 


young midwives; the ſame 1 have obſerved in 
other places through the infirmity of ſome aged 
midwives, who tho' otherwiſe expert enough, 
wanted ſtrength to bring the child, under 
theſe circumſtances, into the world in due 
time. Of this 1 ſaw an inſtance a few years 
ago, where the midwife had ſpent a whole 
hour in delivering the child after the head 
appeared, but for want of ſtrength, not be- 
ing able to encompaſs the matter, the child 


Was choaked before I could be called: whence 


it is evident, that a midwife ought to be of 
a middle age, becauſe the' young ones want 
care and prudence, and the old ones want 
ſtrength. 

But though the child was dead, I proceeded 
in the delivery for the preſervation of the 
mother, who without it would have been 
in imminent danger of a dangerous ſickneſs or 


death itſelf. I found the child ſo riveted 


in the womb, that I had occaſion for all my 
ſtrength to bring it into the world, which 
I did boldly, having no other care to take 
but for the mother, which muſt not be neg- 
tected in theſe difficult caſes, there being too 


many inſtances, that the urinal paſſage and the 


gut 
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gut have been torn, to the great detriment 
of the child- bearing women, in evacuating 
their urine and excrements. Aſter the birth 
of the child, you muſt alſo not neglect the 
bringing forth of the after-burthen, with= 
out Which the woman would be ſubject to 
very dangerous ſymptoms. 

In caſe you find the after-burthen ſtick cloſe 
to the womb, you mult endeavour to looſen 
the ſame: to effect this, twiſt the navel- 
ſtring twice or thrice about the fingers of 
your left hand, and with the fingers of your 
right (after they have been well greaſed with 
oil or freſh butter) ſlide gently along the 
navel-ſtring into the womb, taking eſpecial 
care not to hurt the orifice of the womb 
(which is very tender at that time) and at 
the ſame time to keep cloſe to the firing 
which leads to the after-burthen ; when you 
muſt endeavour to reach the undermoſt part, 
and with your fingers to ſeparate it from the 
womb gently and gradually, as we do with 
the pulp of a China orange from the outward 
rind; and the after-burthen once looſned, 
will follow without difficulty by pulling only 
the navel-ſtring. This ought to be done 
with all poſſible expedition for fear the womb 
ſhould cloſe up, becauſe then it will be a diffi- 
cult taſk to reach the after-burthen with 
your fingers, and confequently to looſen it; 
but in caſe the ſame ſeparates itſelf without 
trouble, the midwife need only draw it out 


B 4 gently 


I 


gently by the navel-ſtring twiſted round the 


fingers of her left hand, as we told you be- 
fore. 

This done, the next thing that falls under 
your conſideration, is, whether the membranes 
which encloſed the water and the child in 
the womb, are come forth along with the 
after-burthen, for fear if all or any conſider- 
able part of them ſhould be left behind, it 
ſhould obſtruct the orifices of the veſſels of 
the womb. However, if only ſome ſlender 
part ſhould ſtay behind, you need not be very 
ſollicitous upon that ſcore, becauſe daily ex- 
perience has convinced us that the ſame are 
eaſily carried off with the purgations, with- 
out any farther danger. I muſt give you this 
for a caution, that when you pull out the af- 
ter-burthen by the navel-ſtring, you mult do 
it gently, for fear in cafe it ſhould ſtick too 
cloſe to the womb, you ſhould turn it outward, 
a thing that has proved fatal to many wo- 
men. The mother being ſafely delivered of 
the child and after-burthen, if you find little 
or no blood to iſſue from the womb, it is 
to be conſidered whether the ſame is not 
coagulated in the womb, or the neck thereof, 
which ſending forth pernicious vapours to the 
head, occaſions /ipothymics, or ſwooning fits. 
In this cafe the midwife muſt, without delay, 
put her hand gently up to the bottom of the 
womb, to remove the coagulated blood, which 
done, the beſore- mentioned ſymptoms ceaſe im- 
| = mediately, 
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mediately, which otherwiſe might prove fatal 
to the woman. If the blood iſſues in too great 
a quantity, the ſame owes alſo frequently its 
origin to a maſs of coagulated blood, which 
being removed in the before-mentioned man- 
ner, before the cloſing up of the womb, the 
flux ceaſes. 

The woman being recovered out of her 
ſwooning-fits, ſhe muſt be kept very quiet, 
without applying unto her any other remedy, 
(not ſo much as a clyſter) at firſt, except ſome 
broth, and that not much at a time. In caſe 
the blood continues to flow beyond meaſure, 
you muſt put into the privy parts cloths dipped 
in water and vinegar, and apply the fame al- 
ſo to the hips, -or a plaiſter made of the 
white of an egg, Bole-Armoniac, water, 
and vinegar, well mixt together. The coun- 
try people make uſe of yarn dipped in water 
and vinegar, You muſt let the child-bed 
woman lay very low with her head, giving 
her no other food, but a moderate quantity of 
ſpoon-meat, becauſe the ſtomach being filled 
with vapours and winds, would be over- 
charged with ſolid food. The immoderate 
flux of the blood being allayed, and the pa- 
tient recovered out of her {wooning-fits, you 
may, in twenty-four hours after, apply a 
clyſter of mallows, althea, violet-leaves, the 
pellitory of the wall, and linſeed, boiled 
only in a ſmall quantity of water ; the ſame 
you may repeat mornings and evenings, — 

this 
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this difference only, that in tl wf to be uſed in 
the morning, you may diſſolve three ounces 
of honey, and add to thoſe at night a handful 
of the beſt wheaten flour boiled in water. 
Stronger clyſters are not to be made uſe of, 
unleſs in cafe of neceſſity, and then not wich- 
out the advice of a phyſician. 

In caſe the patient complains of exceſſive 
pains in the belly, you mult add to the 
clyſter in the evening, an ounce of oil of 
ſweet almonds ; you may allo, inſtead of this 
decoction, make a ciyiter only of whey, 
with good ſucceſs. If you find the belly 
bloated and full of pain, which proceeds from 
winds, you muſt make uſe of the following 
fomentation. 

Take the leaves of mallows, althea, of 
violet leaves, the pellitory of the wall, worm- 
wood, motherwort, mercurial, the flowers of 
tumomile and meillot, and linſeeds ; boil 
them altogether in fair water, and apply them 
thus to the lower region of the belly, or elſe 
cloths dipped in the decoction as hot as the 
patient is able to bear it; and renew it as 
often as it Cools. 

In caſe the purgations of the biood are 
ſtopped after the delivery of the woman, 
which ſending up nauſcous and pernicious va- 
pours to the acad, cauſe violent pains there, 
you mult apply the following injection into 


Khe womb, 


Take 
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Take barley, the herb of arthemiſia, mo- 
therwort, wormwood, and melilot, boil them 
in fair water, and make frequent injections: 
you may alſo open a vein, and uſe other re- 
medies, according to the direction of a phy- 
ſician. In caſe you find ſome inward parts 
bruiſed or hurt during the woman's hard 
labour, you may make uſe of the decoction 
of barley and chervil, and after the purga- 
tion ceaſes, add to it one or two of the radix 


| tymphit. by way of fomentation, adding two 


ounces of honey of roſes to each pint of the 
decoction. 


CHAP. 


CCC 
AF. II. 
What Method is to be obſerved in caſe of Miſ- 


carriages, or when a Woman is delivered 


before ber Time. 


F a woman, after having loſt her month- 
ly times about two months and a half, is 
ſeized with a violent flux of blood and pains, 
the beſt way is to have a little patience, to 
ſee whether the ſame is not occaſioned by a 
falſe conception, which commonly diſcovers 
itſelf about this time. When the flux ceaſes, 
it is a ſign that the conception is looſened, 


and may ſoon be expelled by a clyſter, with- 


out any great trouble to the woman. But in 
caſe the flux continues, you muſt open a VEIN 
in the arm. 

This kind of falſe conception is a membra- 


nous ſubſtance, of the bigneſs of a hen's egg, 


filled with water; whereas a true conception 
contains within its membranous oval body, a 

whitiſh ſubſtance, not unlike a © hl 
wherein you may plainly diſtinguiſh the head 


and face, with two ſmall ſpecks, no bigger 


than a pin's head. This conception, whether 
a true or falſe one, being expelled, the flood- 
ing of the blood ceaſes immediately ; but in 
caſe 
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caſe the ſame continues, and the delivery 18 
checked, you muſt endeavour to bring it out 
by the help of your fingers. In caſe you dif- 
cover by its ſcent that it begins to putrify, 
you muſt make uſe of the before preſcribed 
injection in the womb, mixt with two ounces 
of ſugar. BOY 

If a woman is ſeized in the third, fourth, 
or fifth month of her being with child, with 
an immoderate flux of blood, ſhe muſt keep 
her bed, and (with the advice of a phyſi- 
cian) let blood twice or thrice in the arm; 
and if notwithſtanding this the flux continues, 
and ſhe evacuates clods of coagulated blood, 
you muſt expect nothing elſe but a miſcar- 
riage. This embrio is ſeldom bigger than a 
new-born kitten, In this caſe you need not 
be very ſollicitous about the after-burthen, 
though the ſame exceeds the embrio in big- 
neſs, becauſe it often remains behind two, 


three, four, and ſometimes more days, and at 


laſt is ſoon expelled by a clyſter, it being to 
be obſerved, that the after-burthen will re- 
main uncorrupted fix days, or longer, in the 
womb of a woman of a good habit of body. 
But in cafe you find any ſymptoms of a fever, 


you had beſt take the advice of a phyſician, 


whether you ſhall open a vein in the arm or 
foot. 
Women under theſe circumſtances are of- 


ten affected with a pain in their breaſts, pro- 
ceeding from the defluxion of the milk thither, 


and 


2 
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and the ſtopping of the flux of the blood. To 
prevent this, you muſt open a vein in the arm 
next to that ſide where you are moſt ſenſible 
of the defluxion; fer in caſe you ſhould let 
blood in the foot, you would draw theſe de- 
fluxions to the womb. However, theſe ſymp- 
toms are not very frequent, and happen moſt 
commonly to women only of a melancholy 
diſpoſition. | bi 

Incaſe the flood of the blood continues with 
ſuch violence as to put the woman in danger 
of her life, after ſhe has been with child for 
ſeveral months, and finds the uſual ſigns and 
ſymptoms of travail, you muſt attempt the 
delivery, as the only means to ſave both the 
mother and child. 

The man-midwife therefore, or midwife, 
having greaſed their hands all over with oil, 
or freſh butter, muſt endeavour to bring in one 
finger to the inward orifice of the womb, 
which, if you find ſoft and thin, you may pro- 
ceed in your work, but if otherwiſe, you muſt 
have patience till you find it opened ; then you 
mult put in one finger firſt, afterwards a ſe- 
cond, and then a third, which you mult ſtrive 
to extend or open by degrees, as we do with 
the ſcrew, called the ſpeculum matricis, in or- 
der to open ſucceſſively the innermoſt orifice 
of the womb, and open a way for the whole 
hand to reach within the. womb itſelf, where 
feeling the membranes that encloſe the child, 


you muſt pinch them thro” with the extremity 
of 


L: 38:9 

of your fingers, (which you may caſily do) 
and putting your hand to the bare child, take 
hold, if poſſible, of the feet (notwithſtanding 
ſome of the other parts ſhould firſt offer them- 
ſelves) and the fame being brought out, bap- 
tize them immediately with fair water, f ying 
theſe words, Child, I baptize thee (if alive in 
the nume of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghojt ; which done, proceed i in the molt conve- 
nient way of delivering the woman. In caſe 
the child comes wrong, and the flood conti- 
nues ; in caſe the head cannot paſs by reaſon of 
its bulk, neither can you come at it to turn it, 
you muſt conſider whether the child be dead 
or alive, or whether the mother, as well as the 
I child, are in danger of their lives; you muſt 
then have recourſe to manual operation, and 
q endeavour to bring forth the child with the 
9 help of a hook; with this proviſo, however, 
not to proceed to this operation before all 
other means. have been tried in vain, and that 
you are aſſured that the child is dead, and the 
| mother in imminent danger ; without theſe 
two circumſtances, you ought ever to proceed 
to this operation. 

After mature conſideration, and taking due 
care for the patient's ſoul, the man-midwife 
muſt thruſt his left hand into the vagina, 
ſheath, or entrance, and ſo further in to the 
neck of the womb, putting his hand —_— 
that and the head of the child (ſuppoſing ! 
ſticks by reaſon of me bulk of the head) 4+ 
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with a ſyringe or any other means, ſpout ſome 
water upon the head, to ſerve inſtead of bap- 
tiſm in ſuch an emergency. This done, the 
man-midwife, with the conſent of the wo- 
man and her huſband, may proceed in hig 
work, and with his right hand bring the 
hook, with the pointed end forwards, along 
the palm of his left hand (in the vagina, or 
entrance of the womb) to the extremities of 
his fingers, where they touch the child's head, 
and by this means faſten the hook into one part 
or other of the head, as it may be done with 
molt conveniency ; for, conſidering that it is 
not in the man-midwife's power at all times to 
faſten the hook where he pleaſes, he muſt do 
as well as he can, but endeavour always to 
fix it in the hindmoſt part of the head. Af- 
ter you have taken ſure hold with the hook, 
you mult pull on, and draw it towards you 

with the right hand, and guide it with the 
left; and in caſe the bone where the hook 
is fixed ſhould break, as it often happens, you 
mult endeavour to faſten it again in another 
part of the head, and ſo pull it out in a ſtrait 
line, and afterwards pull out the reſt of the 
body with the help of both your hands. If 
the head is of ſo extraordinary a bigneſs, as to 
require more than ordinary ſtrength to pull 
it out, I can give you no better advice, than 
to follow the ſame method 1 made uſe of in 
ſuch a caſe, in the hoſpital of Paris in 1659, in 
the preſence of the phyſicians of the hoſpital, 


and 
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and Mr. Caſtagnet, my brother ſurgeon. For, 
being all agreed in opinion that the child 
was dead, I took a hook of cight or ten inches 
long, and putting the ſame along my left 
hand, faſtened it within the ſeam of the 
ſkull. After the woman was delivered, we 
found ſome parts of the child putrify'd, ſo 
that without this operation, the woman mult 
infallibly have died, it being our opinion be- 
fore, that there was but flender hopes of her 
life. 

Upon this occaſion, I would admoniſh all 
men- midwives, to examine and duly repreſent 
the danger of the patient to the ſtanders by, 
as they tender their reputation, it being cer- 

tain that ſuch like operations as this cannot be 
performed without great violence, for either the 

hook or the bones of the child's head, which 
are often pointed and as ſharp as a razor, may 
ealily wound the womb; therefore a man- 
midwife ought to act with great circumſpec- 
tion in ſuch a caſe, and to be careful in the 
removing of theſe bones, for fear of wounding 
the bladder or great gut. For which purpoſe, 
after you have well paired your nails, you muſt 
with your fingers ſeparate and take out the bro- 
ken bones, ſo as not to wound the vagina or 
entrance, or the bladder, which otherwiſe 
prove the cauſe of dangerous ſymptoms. Af- 
ter you have cleared the paſſage of all the mor- 
ſels of bones, you muſt take hold with one 
hand, on the ſkin of the child's head, whilit 
C with 
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with the other you take it under the armpits, 
and ſo draw it out; but if you can turn the 
child ſo as to lay hold of the feet, it is much 
better, that being the ſafeſt way both for the 
mother and child. 

Theſe beforementioned ſymptoms frequently 
happen to women at the firſt time of their 
lying- in, by reaſon of the ftraitneſs of theſe 
parts. The cauſe thereof alſo often depends 
on the weakneſs of the child, which not being 
able to further its birth, produces a tedious 
and heavy labour, and ſometimes convulſions 
in the mother. After ſuch a labour wherein 
the privy parts of the woman have been brui- 
ſed by the hook or otherwiſe, you muſt let 
the woman reſt at leaſt for twelve hours to. 
recover her ſtrength, after which you may 
bathe or foment the affected parts, with a de- 
coction made of fair water, of barley and 
chervil, a handful each. If you find any ſigns 
of putrefaction (as it often happens) you may 
without fear rub the corrupted parts very well 
with ſea water; and in caſe that proves inſuffi- 
cient, you muſt boil two ounces of the roundAri- 
ſtolochy- root cut in ſlices in a pint of white wine, 
to the remnant of two thirds, and add to it a lit- 
tle ſugar ; with this decoction you mult bathe 
your patient eight or ten times in twenty-four 
hours. Women after ſuch a labour, being ſome- 
times afflicted with a looſeneſs and a fever, 
you muſt apply the following clyſter; worm- 


wood, motherwort, flowers of camomil and 
melilot, 


t $3 

melilot, the ſeed of coriander, of each a hand- 
ful boiled in water. Or elſe you may make 
uſe of the decoction of mallows, althea, vi- 
olet leaves, ſenecion, and the tops of white 
poppies, without honey. You muſt conſtantly 
ply the patient with ſuch like clyſters, which 
you may prepare alſo only of whey without 
honey, or make uſe of fine wheaten-flower 
boil'd with water and the yolks of eggs, or 
of the decoction of a ſheep's-head with the 
tops of white poppies, according to the direc- 
tion of your phyſician, 
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What Method is to be taken in Caſe the Child 
Preſents its Face in Labour: 


Henever the child comes with the face 
foremoſt, you may look upon it as not 
much receeding from a natural birth, which 
however muſt be managed with a great deal of 
tenderneſs and circumſpection, by reaſon of 
its dangerous conſequences : for, if the man- 
midwife or midwife goes about to promote the 
birth by the help of their fingers, it often 
happens that they ſpoil one, if not both the 
eyes of the child. To avoid this, you muſt 
with your fingers, very gently diſcover what 
part of the face offers itſelf firſt to your touch, 
whether the mouth, the noſe, the eyes, the 
forehead or chin; but take this for a general 
rule, that, if you find the face foremoſt, to 
have patience, and not to be too buſy with your 
fingers, unleſs it be to anoint the paſſage with 
freſh butter, to render it the more {lippery, 
and conſequently the more eaſy for the child. 
For 1n this caſe the fingers do more harm than 
good, both to the mother and child, and prove 
more troubleſome than the labour itſelf, which 
differs but very little from a natural pu: 
vall, 
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_ vail, except that the face of the child com - 
monly appears black, which is eaſily removed 
by applying a mixture of red wine, oil of 
ſweet almonds, and hypericon ; in this you 
may dip a thin cloth, and lay it to the face; 
but have a care not to touch the eyes, for fear 
of making them itch, This delivery is very 
troubleſome to the woman, becauſe the privy 
rts are more extended in this than in any 
other birth. As for the after-burthen, the 
ſame muſt be brought forth by the ſame method 
as has been deſcribed- before, only take care 
not to pull with too much violence by the na- 
vel-ſtring, for fear the ſame ſhould break off 
cloſe to the after-burthen, and ſo prove of 
dangerous conſequence, I knew a certain 
taylor's wife, who had the bottom of the 
womb pulled quite to the orifice by an un- 
{ſkilful midwife, who looking upon the after- 
burthen, and finding part of the membranes 
wanting, put her hand again into the orifice 
of the womb, where finding the bottom of the 
womb inverted, and miſtaking the ſame for a 
mole or ſuperfetation, continued pulling with 
all her ſtrength, till finding the woman ready 
to ſwoon by the exceſſive flooding, the ſends 
for me; I being immediately convinced how 
the matter ſtood, reduced the womb to its 
natural poſition, and the woman recovered 


from her ſwooning fits; but being afterwards 


ſeized with an inflammation of thoſe parts, died 


not many days after; I believe ſhe might have 
C4 been 
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been ſaved had the womb been reſtored im- 
mediately. 

Wherefore in caſe it happens that ſome part 
of the membranes belonging to the after-bur- 
then remain behind, the midwife need not be 
very anxious upon that ſcore, provided the 
flooding continues, and is not ſtopt by clods of 
blood, or the remaining pieces of the mem- 
branes: in ſuch a caſe you muſt, as gently as 
poſſibly you can, ſearch for them at the bottom 
of the womb, and if you find them beyond 
your reach, apply the following clyſter: 

Mallows, marſh-mallows, pellitory of the 
wall, linſeed, a handful of each, boil them 
in fair water ; you may alſo add a handful of 
wild cucumbers; add to the decoction three 
ounces of honey, the ſame quantity of oil of 
olives, of the double catholicon and rhubarb 
an ounce of each. You may alſo, with the 
advice of her phyſician or man-midwife, put 
{ome juice of oranges in her broths. 
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What Method is to be taken when the Feet of 
the Child, or when the Buttocks come fore- 


mot. 


F the feet of the child come foremoſt, 
you mult take care to baptize them im- 
mediately, which done ſearch the inward ori- 
fice of the womb, which it you find thick and 
not open as yet, you muſt not be too haſty, 
nor hazard any violent delivery of the child, 
but ſtay till the womb is ſufficiently opened 
to afford a paſſage for the birth. I will not 
enlarge further upon this head at preſent, 
j becauſe I ſhall have occaſion to ſay more of 
i it in the following obſervations, as likewiſe 
ä of the other, when the buttocks of the child 
come foremoſt; which, beſides the natural 
ſhape of thoſe parts, diſcovers itſelf after the 
breaking of the membranes, and the voiding 
of the water, by a certain black excrement 
(call'd by the vulgar fort, pitch, and by the 
Greeks, Meconzum) being in effect nothing elſe 
than the natural groſs excrement of the guts. 
In ſuch a caſe as this, you muſt not be im- 
patient, for though the labour proceeds very 
flow, yet it is not much more difficult than a 
natural birth: whence it is that our midwives 
C 4 lay 
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ſay by way of proverb, That where the buttocks 
can paſs, the head will follow of courſe. The 
poſition of the child in this caſe is doubled, 
with his thighs upon the belly, and the paſ- 
ſage being once opened for the buttocks by the 
reiterated pains, the head follows without 
much trouble. You muſt take hold of the 
feet (as ſoon as they come out) and afterwards 
of the ſhoulders and head. 


CHAP. 


CHAR VY. 


What is to be done if the Hand or Arm 
comes firſt. 


F the hand comes firſt, you muſt endea- 

vour to puſh it back again; but in caſe 
you find the inward orifice of the womb nei- 
ther ſufficiently opened, nor foft enough, you 
muſt keep the hand of the child fo long in 
the neck of the womb, till you find the open- 
ing wide enough to afford a paſlage for the 
hand of the man- midwife or midwife, in order 
to turn the child. In caſe the arm of the child 
comes forth beyond the neck of the womb, 
you muſt wrap the ſame up immediately in a 
warm cloth dipped in warm red wine, (after 
you have baptized it) and then endeavour to 
reduce it within the neck of the womb. 

But if you find no poſſibility of bringing 
it back, and yet the womb ſufficiently open, 
you muſt endeayour to get your hand along 
the arm of the child, and its body to the 
thighs, and ſo to the feet, in order to draw 
them out of the womb, which, if you are able 
to effect, is the moſt ſecure way; but if not, 
you muſt bring out the foot and leg you 
have taken hold of firſt, which as it comes for- 
ward, the arm draws backwards, the other 
foot lying cloſe to the child's belly, after the 

= ſame 
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fame manner, as when the child is born with 
the buttocks foremoſt. | 

So ſoon as one or both the feet are come 
forth, you muſt wrap them in a cloth, for your 
hands being greaſy they might flip into the 
womb again : afterwards you muſt take care 
firſt of the ſhoulders, and then of the head, 
and if you find the laſt to ſtick, you muſt con- 
vey your fingers into the child's mouth, and 
endeavour to draw it out thus gently, laying 
your other hand in its neck, yet. ſo as to be 
very careful not to choak the child, or pull 
the trunk of the body from the head ; which 
laſt if it ſhould happen (as it will ſometimes) 
you muſt inceſſantly bring your hand forward 
to the bottom of the womb (without pulling 
it out before) for in cafe the orifice of the 
womb ſhould cloſe, you would find it a hard 
taſk to bring your hand into it. But after 
you have brought it in, you muſt fix a hook 
into the head, and ſo endeavour to draw it out 


as gently as poſſibly you can. 
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What Method is to be followed, in caſe divers 
Parts of the Child come forth at once. 


F the navel-ſtring comes firſt, you muſt en- 
deavour to keep it inward, after you have 
fomented the ſame with a warm cloth dipped 
in warm wine. The danger in this caſe is, 
that unleſs the child is born ſoon after, it is 
choaked by the ſtring in its paſſage. But in 
caſe the child comes with the belly foremoſt, and 
the navel-ſtring appears, you mult take the firſt 
opportunity of turning the child, as is uſual 
in ſuch caſes where the child does not come 
forth according to the uſual courſe of nature. 
If the ſhoulder comes foremoſt, you muſt pro- 
ceed according to the inſtructions I have given 
you in the following obſervations. If one foot 
and the head ſhould come at once, you muſt 
proceed with great circumſpection; for if the 
head opens the paſſage and advances moſt, you 
muſt keep back the foot, and promote the 
coming forth of the head as the pains encreaſe. 
But for the further particulars hereof, I will re- 
fer myſelf to the enſuing obſervations. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION UI. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Buttocks 
foremoſt 


CTOBER the 7th, 1664, I deliver- 

ed a gentlewoman in Croſs-ſtreet near 
St. James's church. I found her exceflive 
weak, the membranes broken, the water 
gone, and the pains decreaſing. Having greaſ- 
ed my fingers with freſh butter, I ſearched the 
womb, by bringing my fingers along the neck 
of it, and finding the child coming with the 
buttocks foremoſt, I anointed my hand all 
over, and laying the woman croſs the bed, 
ordered a woman on each fide to take hold of 
her knees and legs, and a third to hold her 
ſhoulders and head: this being the moſt con- 
venient poſture to deliver a woman in hard 
labour. This done I brought my hand into 
the womb, where meeting with the child's 
buttocks, I guided my hand along the anus, 
and ſo along the thighs to the foot; I 
took hold of it and brought it out, my hands 
being beſmeared with the black excrements I 
mentioned before; I pulled out the feet with 


the help of ſome warm cloaths wrapt about 
| them, 
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them, for ſear they ſhould ſlip out of my hands. 
Having drawn it out to the ſhoulders, with fins 
cular care to ſave the arms from being hurt, 
I put my left hand on the neck, and the right 
upon the breaſt, but the child ſtopping at the 
os facrum, 1 was forced to put my fingers in 
its mouth ; which ſucceeded according to ex- 

ectation, for the child was born alive, and 
the mother did very well. 


FFF 
OBSERVATION II. 


The Delivery of a Woman afflicked with an ex- 
ceſfrve flooding. 


CTOBER gth, 1664, I was ſent for 

to a gentlewoman who reckoned to have 

been big with child near eight months ; I found 
her exceſſive weak, ſo as to be ſcarce able to 
ſpeak, and much dejected, having been afflict- 
ed with a continued violent flux of blood for 
eight days. I aſked the midwife what remedies 
ſhe had made uſe of, who told me that ſhe pro- 
poſed ſeveral things, but thus were not accept- 
ed of by the patient, who being now in im- 
minent danger of periſhing by her own obſti- 
nancy, ſent for a prieſt, who having given her 
the euchariſt, and extreme unction, I told her 
ſpouſe, that the only way to ſave her life, was 
| tO 


ha 8. I 
to deliver her immediately, though after all J 
would not engage for her life, yet aſſuring him 
that I had ſaved divers women in the ſame 
condition in the hoſpital of Paris: he begged 
of me to try my utmoſt ſkill, which I being 
unwilling to comply with, without the advice 
of a phyſician, they ſent a coach for Dr. Bray- 
er, but it being late at night, he refuſed to 
come, yet ſent me an anſwer to the letter I 
had writ to him, leaving the whole manage- 
ment of the matter to my diſcretion, of which 
he hoped to ſee the iſſue the next day. 

At the encouragement of the phyſician, hav- 
ing anointed my fingers and hand with freſh 
butter, I put it into the neck of the womb, 
whence I brought forth many clods of coagula- 
ted blood, and coming to the inward orifice, 
I found the ſame opened to the bigneſs of a 
French crown piece, and of the thickneſs only 
of a twelfth part of an inch. Thus entering 
further with my fingers, I perceived a ſpongi- 
ous ſubſtance, which at firſt I miſtook for clods 
of blood, but ſoon found it to be the placentæ 
uterina, which having feparated gently from 
the womb, I broke the membranes which 
were full of water : after I had once taken 
hold of the child's feet, I delivered the wo- 
man, but the child was dead. We ordered 
the child-bed-woman ſtrengthening medi- 
cines, which were approved the next morning 

by Dr. Brayer, who preſcribed alſo a nouriſhing 


diet and emollient clyſters, by the help where- 
_— 


„ 


of the woman was reſtored to her former 
health, except that for a conſiderable time af- 
ter ſhe was afflicted with violent pains in the 
head; it being rarely ſeen that women eſcape 
theſe pains after ſuch a delivery, which, with- 
out the ſingular application of Dr. Brayer, would 
have proved of much worſe conſequence, 
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OBSERVATION III. 


The Delivery of a Woman at the beginning of 
the Eighth Month, who died afterwards of 
$ the Small Pox. 


HE 16th of October, 1664, I was ſent 

for to a gentlewoman, who at the be- 
ginning of the eighth month of her being with 
child, being ſeized with a moſt violent pain 
in her hips, I ſearched her, but found no ſymp- 
toms of an approaching labour : I apply'd her 
a clyſter, and by the advice of her phyſician, 
ſhe was let blood, but without any effe&. 
The next day phlebotomy was adminiſtred 
again, which produced ſo good an effect, that 
the pains increaſing, ſhe was happily deliver- 
ed of a ſon, who was baptized in the church 
of St. Nicholas: but on the fourth day after 
her delivery, the pain returned, and on a ſud- 


den the ſmall pox appeared, and increafed fo 
pro- 
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prodigioully, that her head ſwelled to a vaſt 
bigneſs, and in a few days put an end to her 
life. I thought fit to infert this obſervation, 
to ſerve as a warning to women in child- bed, 


to beware of the ſmall pox as of the plague it- 
ſelf. 
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OBSERVATION IV. 


The Delvery of a Child with one Arm fore- 
moſt. 


HE 2d of November 1664, being ſent 
for to a gentlewoman in the new ſtreet 
of St. Mederick, I found the arm of the child 
without the womb : having anointed my hand 
with freſh butter, and baptized the arm, I 
endeavoured to reduce it into the womb, but 
in vain, for being much ſwelled within the 
neck of the womb, I could not purſue my 
deſign for fear of breaking it. I therefore 
put my hand along the arm of the child in- 
to the womb, but not without great difficul- 
ty and pain to myſelf and the woman, by rea- 
ſon of the ſwelling of the arm. This occa- 
ſioned a ſudden accident, for while I was 
ſearching for the feet, and endeavouring to 
turn the child, my hand was ſeized with ſuch 
a be- 


1.3 
a benumbedneſs, that I had not the leaſt mo- 
tion left in my fingers; which being occaſion- 
ed by the ſtraitneſs of the innermoſt orifice of 
the womb, I was forced to have a little pa- 
tience, till the orifice being ſomewhat dilated, 
and a free paſſage afforded to the ſpirits (as 
we ſee in the looſening of a band about our 
arm) the natural motion returned by degrees ; 
ſo moving forward gently, I took hold of the 
feet, and as theſe were drawn forward, the 
arm and hand naturally was drawn inward 
again; I obſerved the child's heels turned to- 
wards the great gut, and the toes to the blad- 
der, which made me turn it, for fear it ſhould 
in its paſſage ſtick at the os ſacrum, and choak 
the child; tho' at the ſame time I am ſenſible, 
it is not always in the power of a man-mid- 
wife to turn the child. 

This being of an extraordinary bigneſs, did 
ſtick in the paſſage at the ſhoulders, but I looſ- 
ned the fame by bringing my fingers along 
both arms above the ſhoulders ; which done, 
I put my left hand to the breaſt to uphold it, 
and my right to the neck to bring it out with 
the more ſtrength. The child proved ſo 
bulky, that the midwife was forced to aſſiſt 
me in holding it up, and I drew it forward in 
a ſtrait line with all the ſkill and ſtrength 
I was maſter of, but without ſucceſs, which 
obliged me to put two of my fingers of the 
left hand into the chila's mouth, and to take 
hold of the under jaw-bones, before I could 
D ac- 
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| accompliſh the delivery of the child, which 


-proved a luſty daughter. 
Finding the after-burthen to remain cloſe 


to the womb, I brought my right hand along 
the navel-ſtring (faſtened round the fingers of 
my left) to the bottom of the womb, and ſe- 
parating the ſame from the womb, ſhe fol- 
lowed without any difficulty; ſhe had but 
little flooding at firſt, but by the help of two 
ounces of the beſt fallad oil, mixed with a 
little ſugar, and the uſe of ſome good broth, it 
ſucceeded much better afterwards. We alſo 
order'd her every morning and evening a cly- 
ſter of mallows, althea, violet-leaves, pellito- 
ry of the wall, linſeed, and three ounces of 
honey, ſometimes with and ſometimes without 


the honey, by turns. 


eee 


OBSERVATION V. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Elbow for e- 


mot. 


HE 16th of November 1664, I was 


called to a woman in the Helmet-ſtreet ; ; 


I "ey the elbow without the exterior or 


outward orifice of the womb ; but for fear of 


miltaking one of the knees for the elbow, I 
brought 
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brought my hand within the inward orifice, 


when diſcovering the remaining part of the 


arm, I reduced it backwards gently, and the 
water being not quite diſcharged out of the 
membranes, the moiſtneſs of the parts ſtood 
me in good ſtead, in turning of the child. 
This done I took hold of the feet, and hav- 
ing brought them to the outward orifice, 
I baptized them, and wrapping them in 
warm linnen cloths, pull'd the child (which 
was very luſty and lively) towards me in a 
direct line, to the ſhoulders, taking care to 
bring out alſo the arms, which did not 
follow immediately. This done, I put my 
left hand to its neck, and my right to the 
breaſt, and thus making uſe of one or the 
other as occaſion required, the head followed 
without oppoſition, the paſſages being ſuffici- 
ently opened before. 

But coming to the after-burthen, I found 
the ſame faſtned to the womb, ſo that I was 
forced to ſeparate the ſame by bringing my 
right hand along the navel-ſtring to the bot- 
tom of the womb, whilſt I held the ſtring 
with my left. In caſe the after-burthen is 
not fo cloſely fixt to the womb, you may 
ſpare this trouble to the woman, for it will 
follow by only pulling the navel-ſtring gently 
and by degrees ; I fay gently, for fear of inver- 
ting the womb, and drawing it along with the 
ſtring : of which more hereafter in the 76th 
obſervation, 


D 2 After 
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After the woman was delivered, I ordered 
her to be well rubbed and covered with hot 
cloths ; becauſe ſhe had been ſenfible of an ex- 
ceſſive cold from the beginning of her labour, 
a thing very uſual, and the common fore-runner 
of the approaching travail. I alſo ordered a 
warm cloth to be put into her privities, to keep 
out the cold air, which otherwiſe often ſtops the 
neceſſary flooding or after-purgations, bloats 
the womb, and cauſes other troubleſome ſymp- 
toms : but care muſt be taken not to ſtop up 
the orifice of the womb, which would hin- 
der the flooding, and conſequently occaſion 
ſwooning fits in the woman, by the vapours 
of the putrify'd blood: however our woman 
was very fucceſsful in her purgations. 
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OBSERVATION VI. 


The Delivery of a Child, the Head whereof 
uch in the Womb after the coming forth of 
-tbe whole Body. 


HE 2oth of July 1665, I was ſent for to 

a woman in White-Bread-ſtreet. I found 

the whole body of the child come forth to the 
neck, which was ſo cloſely fixt within the in- 
ward orifice of the womb, that the child was 
choak'd, 


1 


choak' d, and quite dead when I came. The 
midwife had done her duty to accompliſh the 
delivery, which had a promiſing aſpect at firſt, 
but finding her ſtrength inſufficient, this, to- 
gether with her being upbraided by the ſtanders 
by, had put her into ſuch a conſternation, that 
ſhe ſcarce knew what ſhe did; the woman's 
huſband threatning to kill her, I told them 
that theſe were wrong methods to be uſed 
with a man-widwite or midwite whilſt they 
were employed in ſuch dangerous caſes. 
The child being turn'd quite black, 1 ſlipt the 
fingers of my left hand along the neck of the 
womb, and finding the innermoſt orifice 
(where the child ſtuck) ſettled very low, I with 
much ado got my fingers within it, which 
done I widened the orifice by degrees, at the 
ſame time upholding the breaſt of the child 
with the ſame hand. The face of the child 
being towards the guts, I put my right hand 
to the neck, drawing gently in a ſtrait line, 
for fear of pulling the womb out toge ther 
with the head of the child. 

I alſo ordered the midwife and the nurſe 
to lift up the woman, by the help of a 
doubled table-cloth put under her buttocks ; 
in this poſture I advanced in my work (which 
I could not do before) and faſtning my fin- 
gers in the ear and mouth, I accompliſhed the 
delivery, being very well ſatisſied before- 
hand, that there were not the leaſt ſigns of 
life in the child. This way is very uſeful, 
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and the moſt commodious in all hard la- 
bours. 

Whilſt T was getting out the after-burthen, 
I found ſome part of it remaining behind cloſe 
to the womb, which I was forced to looſen 
with my hand fliding gently along the na- 
vel-ſtring, and to bring it out ; for in caſe 
any conſiderable part thereof ſhould ſtay be- 
hind, it would cauſe dangerous ſymptoms to 
the woman, which you may prevent, by bring- 
ing forth the ſame with the help of your hand, 
which may be brought into the womb gent- 
ly (even if it ſhould cloſe up after the birth) 
provided you proceed gradually : for your 
hand being leſs than the child, the parts ſlip- 
pery, and for the moſt part benumbed, you 
may perform this taſk without much difficul- 
ty and pain. But have a care your nails be 
very well pair'd, and that the woman does 
not ſtrain or preſs downwards, which may 
occaſion a bearing down of the womb, or at 
leaſt a relaxation. 
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OBSERVATION VII. 


The Delivery of a Child offering itſelf with 
the upper Part of the Shoulder foremoſt. 


HE 4th of Auguſt 1665, being called 
1 to a woman in labour in the Dolphin- 
ſtreet, the midwife told me, I was likely to 
meet with a difficult taſk, which proved true 
in the event. The woman complained of ex- 
ceſſive pains; and the water contained in 
the membranes, was voided before. The 
poor woman declared, that ſhe had never felt 
ſuch pains in all her life. At which I was not 
much ſurprized, conſidering it was her firſt 
child, the delivery of which proves generally 
more difficult than in other women, whoſe 
parts are already extended by preceding 
births, 

However I brought in my finger along the 
neck of the womb, which, together with the 
inward orifice, I found quite ſtopp'd up with 
the ſhoulder of the child ; but for fear of a 


miſtake, I let my fingers go deeper Within the 


orifice (after J had ſufficiently greaſed them 
with oil of ſweet almonds) where I could 


plainly diſtinguiſh the neck, the collar-bone, 
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the ſhoulder-blade, and the arm of the child, 
Finding it in this poſture, I repreſented the 
danger both of the child and the woman to 
her friends, who deſired me to do my utmoſt, 
and what I judged moſt convenient in reliev- 
ing the woman (which was always to be firſt 
regarded) with as much ſpeed as poſlibly 
could be. | 

I went then to work, and bringing my 
hand as gently as could be done to the bot- 
tom of the womb, I found the child ſunk very 
deep, which made me endeavour to raiſe it, 
firſt by diſentangling the arm and head, 
which ſtuck in the paſſage together with the 
ſhoulder ; but finding this impracticable for 
fear of hurting the mother, I made ſhift to 
bring out the arm, which J baptized : then 
guiding my hand along the arm of the child 
into the womb, and fo farther along its body, 
thighs and legs, in ſearch of the feet, I at 
laſt got hold of them; and as I drew them to- 
wards me, the arms receded back by degrees 
into the place where the feet had been before ; 
but all this being not to be done without ſome 
violence, the child was in imminent danger of 
its life: nothing being more frequent than to 
ſee the poor babes periſh during the hardſhips 
of labour, 


But to return to ours, Having taken all poſ- 
fible care to turn its toes towards the guts, 
and the heels towards the bladder, I pull'd it 
out to the ancles, and part of the reſt of the 


body 
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body ſoon after: then advancing with my 
hand to the ſhoulders, and having brought out 
the arms, I put my left hand to its breaſt, 
and the right to its neck, which ſucceeded ſo 
well, that the child came into the world with- 
out being mangled in the leaſt. The after- 
burthen following immediately : I rubbed the 
child all over with cloths dipped in warm 
wine, mixt with ſome freſh butter, to refreſh 
its {pirits and natural heat ; for which pur- 
poſe I alſo put ſome bruiſed onions to its no- 
ſtrils, and ſpouted a little wine into the mouth, 
hoftrils, eyes, and ears, with ſo good fue, 
that the child was entirely revived for that 
time, but died not long after, being quite 
ſpent during the labour; the more, becauſe 
] took all the care I could not to hurt the 
mother, 

The woman I ordered two ounces of ſyrup 
of maiden-hair, mixed with the juice of three 
ſour oranges, and an ounce of oil of {ſweet 
almonds, to promote the flooding ; and two 
hours after ſhe took a cup of broth. The 
next day we applied a clyſter of the decoc- 
tion of the leaves of mallows, althea, of vio- 
lets, and pellitory of the wall, a handfal 
each, mixed with three ounces of honey; 
which being repeated the following days, ſhe 
began to mend apace ; but being troubled with 
the milk-fever (owing its origin to the great 
quantity of milk flowing to the breaſts), we 
checked the ſame by applying quilts of cotton 

upon 
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upon the breaſts, which need not be changed 
very often, for fear of catching cold, which 
produces a coagulation of the milk, inflam- 
mations, and exulcerations in the breaſts, 
which are generally prevented by keeping 
them well covered. After the fecond day, 
we fomented the privy-parts with a decoction 
of barley and chervil, which was reiterated 
every fixth hour; and every third hour ſhe 
took a little chicken-broth, with ſome veal 
and a little mutton boiled in it. On the 
ſeventh day we allowed her ſome toaſted bread 
in her broth, by which means ſhe recovered 
beyond expectation, conſidering her late hard- 
fhips ; it being certain, that ſuch deliveries as 
theſe ought to be looked upon as in a manner 
miraculous, and wrought by the hands of 
Providence. 
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OBSERVATION VIII. 


The Delivery of Twins, one having its right Thigh 
croſs the left, and the other its Feet firatt. 


HE 19th of Auguſt, being ſent for to a 
gentlewoman in labour, I found the 
midwife, who was very old, quite amazed at 
the bulk of the woman's belly, which was 
very exceſſive. I ſearched her, and finding the 
water already gone, began to ſuſpe& there 
were no leſs than two children, The firſt 
thing that preſented itſelf, was an arm of a 
child, which I endeavouring to thruſt back- 
ward, but in vain, I guided my hand gently 
along the arm and the child's body to the 
feet, one of which I took hold of, * draw- 
ing it out of the womb, the child turned, and 
the arm receded backwards as the leg came 
forth to the knee. Then I found the right 
foot to lay croſs the middle of the outſide of 
the left thigh, in the inward orifice of the 
womb. This made me ſtop, for fear of 
breaking the bone of that leg, if I had been 
too haſty ; ſo guiding my hand as gently as 
could be along the leg (come out before) 
and thigh, I removed the foot that lay acroſs 
thence, 


- 
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thence, and ſo out of the womb, till I could 
pull it out by both the feet together, a thing 
conſtantly to be obſerved in our practice. For 
the reſt, it is to be obſerved, that generally 
ſpeaking, you need not be very ſollicitous to 
ſearch for the other leg, after the coming out 
of the firſt, For I have frequently obſerved in 
the. many deliveries made in our hoſpital of 
Paris, 1660, 1663, by Mrs. Moreau and Mrs, 
France, both very experienced midwives, that 
whenever one of the child's legs is come out, 
they never ſcarch after the other, (unleſs in fuch 
caſes as this) it being certain, that the woman 
is thus delivered with much leſs pain, than 
when you put your hand fo often within the 
womb, and the child 1s alſo not put to ſo much 
hardſhip : whereof more anon, when we ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak of the child's coming 
with its fundament foremoſt. 
Both the legs of the child being come out, 
I wrapt them in ſoft cloths, and ſo drew out 
the whole body, which followed without much 
difficulty, except that it did ſlick a little at 
the head ; but laying one of my hands upon 
the breaſt, and the other upon the neck, it 
ſucceeded very well, and proved a luſty boy. 
As I was buſy in fetching out the after-bur- 
then, the continuation of the pains in the wo- 
man, and the extenſion of the membranes 
preſſed downwards by the water, ſoon con- 
vinced me, there was another child at hand. 
This made me tie immediately two knots on 
the 
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the navel-ſtring of the firſt born babe, which 
I cut thro' betwixt the two knots, without 
which the mother as well as the child would 
have been much impaired by the loſs of blood. 
The knots are made by the means of a four 
doubled twiſted yarn, having a knot on each 
end : this thread you muſt wind twice round 
the navel-ſtring, and then tie very cloſe with 
a knot, ſo as to ſtop the paſſage of the blood, 
for in caſe it ſhould looſen, it may endanger 

the life of the child. 
If you find more than one child, you muſt 
infallibly take care to tie theſe knots in two 
laces in the navel-ſtring, viz. one above two 
inches breadth above the navel of the child, 
and the other two inches farther towards 
that part of the navel-ſtring which is faſt- 
ned to the after-burthen, cutting afterwards 
the ſame betwixt both theſe knots, to ſtop 


+ the effuſion of blood, and this muſt be done 


before you fetch out the after-burthen. Both 
theſe knots are intended for the ſame purpoſe, 
the firſt to prevent the loſs of blood in the 
child, which would occaſion its death, where- 
of there are ſeveral inſtances. The ſecond an- 
ſwers the ſame end in ſtopping the blood 
from flowing out of the other part, to the 
| prejudice of the mother; beſides that, in caſe 
of twins, the laſt child would be very much 
weakened or perhaps periſh by the loſs of 
blood, and the mother fall into ſwooning- 
fits, or be in danger of her life. There 
are 
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are inſtances enough of many women that 
have been loſt by the cowardice of their 
midwives, who wanting courage to deliver 
the ſecond child, have left the poor mothers 
deſtitute to their utter deſtruction. Theſe 
two knots have alſo this further uſe, that by 
keeping the blood in the after-burthen, the 
ſame appears more florid to the ſight. 

But to return to the ſecond child: I found 
the membranes ſwell'd by the preſſing down 
of the water, to the bigneſs of a child's head, 
or rather like a pig's bladder filled with water. 
Theſe being born down below both the ori- 
fices of the womb, I opened the ſame with a 
pin, contrary to the opinion of many mid- 
wives, who commonly make uſe of a grain of 
ſalt to make an opening; for theſe mem- 
branes have little or no ſenſe; and it is ſo far 
from being dangerous to open the ſame after 
they are born out or into the paſſage or va- 
gina, that in many difficult caſes we open 
them without fear within the womb itſelf, 
which by my own reiterated experience, I 
have found ſo advantageous to the woman, 
that by two or three pains after ſuch an open- 
ing, the head of the child has appear'd very 
forward towards a happy delivery. However 
this obtains not in all women, for in tome 
the water is voided a long while before the 
delivery, which therefore proves more tedious. 

The membranes being opened and the wa- 


ter gone, | laid hold of one of the feet of the 
ſecond 
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ſecond child, and having pulled it out and 
baptized it, 1 wrapt about it a linnen-cloth, 
becauſe I found the whole leg covered with a 
kind of a whitiſh thick ſlime (of the thick- 
neſs of the twelfth part of an inch) beyond 
what is uſually obſerved in thoſe caſes, — 
whereof I had the curioſity to throw into the 
fire, and obſerved it to crack and burn like 
oil or greaſe, The thighs and legs of this 
child being not croſſed but in their natural po- 
ſition, the delivery ſucceeded beyond expec- 
tation, all the paſſages being ſtill open ſince 
the delivery of the firſt child. I had no 
ſooner given it to the midwife, but going on in 
my work to fetch out the after-burthen, I re- 
membred, that tho' each child is always en- 
cloſed in its peculiar membranes, yet twins 
have ſometimes but one mother- cake or after- 
burthen. I drew the navel-ſtring to try whe- 
ther the after-burthen would follow without 
any further trouble, which ſucceeded accord- 
ing to with, (tho' I had often experienced the 
contrary in our hoſpital) the after-burthen 
following without the leaſt difficulty : One of 
the navel-ſtrings of theſe two children was faſt- 
ned to the middle of the after-burthen, the 
other being inſerted on the edge of one and 
the ſame atter-burthen, 

For the reſt, the flooding of the woman 
gave a kind appearance, and the was very 
caretul in her diet, always ſqueezing the juice 


of half a ſour orange into a cup of broth, 
— * 
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beſides that ſhe had a clyſter every morn- 
ing and evening made of the decoction of 
mallows, althea, and violcet-leaves, with three 
ounces of honey in the morning, but in the 
evenings without it. Clyſters are abſolutely 
requiſite for a woman in child-bed, at leaſt 
twice a day. You muſt alſo foment the privy- 
parts with the decoction of barley, and cher- 
vil, as has been mentioned before. 


OBSERVAT ION IX. 


Concerning the Delivery of Twins. 


HE 22d of October 1665, I delivered 

a woman of two children. Her belly 
appearing exceſſive big, I ſuſpected the thing 
as it happened, eſpecially when I perceived 
that abundance of water had been voided al- 
ready, after the opening of the membranes, 
I brought my hand to the very bottom of the 
womb, where meeting with the feet of one 
of the children, I brought them out, and the 
reſt of the body following without any other 
obſtacle, I tied the two before-mentioned 
knots on the navel-ſtring, which I cut in 
the middle betwixt both as before; ſoon after 


I diſcovered the membranes of the ſecond 
child 
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child much extended by the preſſing down 
of the water, which being broken I began to 
look for the child, which appearing with its 
arm foremoſt, I put it back, and guiding my 
hand gently along its body, took hold of the 
feet, and accompliſhed the delivery, which 
was no ſooner done, together with the after- 
burthen, but the womb cloſed up again in an 
inſtant. I found but one after-burthen, diſ- 
tinguiſhed however in the middle by a ſmall 
ſtreak, a ſign that they were two after-burthens 
growing cloſe together, though their ſepara- 
tion was ſcarce diſtinguiſhable. The midwife 
gave the mother two ſpoonfuls of ſweet oil 
with ſugar. I aſked the midwife, To what 
purpoſe ſhe gave it? She anſwered, To promote 
the flooding, being @ common remedy among the 
poor people ; and it ſucceeded very well in this 


woman. 
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OBSERVATION X. 


The Delivery of a Woman whoſe Privities being 
fewelled to the bigneſs of a Head, were ſcarce 
diſcernible. 


ANUARY 14, 1666. A certain mid- 

wife being ſent for to a woman in labour 
in the Puppet-ſtreet, ſhe began to ſearch her, 
but not being able to find the paſſage to the 
womb, becauſe the privy parts were ſwelled to 
the bigneſs of a head, ſo as to have loſt their 
natural ſhape, ſhe called for a candle, and 
looking narrowly upon what ſhe had not been 
able to diſcover, ſhe judged it to be an inver- | 
ſion or bearing down of the whole neck of 
the womb, attended with a relaxation of the 
ligaments, But underſtanding that another 
midwife that had been call'd before her, re- 
fuſed to meddle in the matter, ſhe defired fur- 
ther advice : whereupon I being called, I a- 
greed with the midwife in the fame opinion. 
I diſcovered a {lit of the length of the 24th 
part of an inch, out of which iſſued a ſlimy 
watry liquor, which made me imagine, it was 
the innermoſt orifice of the womb. This 


tumour was round and even on the ſuperfi- 
| cies 
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cies like the crown of a hat, the ſlit in the 
middle, and in the ſame appeared a white 
ſpeck, ſmooth and even, and ſurrounded with a 
little hair. | 

I aſked the patient, Whether ſhe had ever 
been delivered of a child before? She anſwered, 
No. I further aſked, Whether during her big- 
neſs ſhe had ſtrained herſelf by hard labour, or 
been ſenſible of any ſharp defluctions or pains? 
She replied, No : and that ſhe did not perceive 
this fwelling till the day before, with violent 
pains, and bearing downwards, and that ſhe had 
tried all ſhe knew to reduce it into its natural 
poſition. I then aſked her, Whether before mar- 
riage ſhe had been ſenſible of any thing of this 
nature? She told me, That as long as ſhe could 
remember, the ligaments of her womb had been 
ſubjet to relaxati ons, but that as often as any 
bearing down had happened i in thoſe parts, ſhe uſed 
to reduce them herſelf : She added, Wat during 
ber being with child ſhe had not been ſenſible of 
theſe relaxations before yeſterday, at the ſame 
time (as ſhe ſuppoſed with probability enougb) 
when the ff irfs pains of ber travail coming upon 
ber, reintroduced the relaxation of theſe veſſels 
and li gaments. 

Being ſufficiently convinced by theſe circum- 
ſtances, that this delivery was not likely to 
be performed without danger, I deſired the 
advice of Dr. Moreau, deacon of -the taculty 
of Paris, profeſſor of the Royal Academy, and 
chief phyſician to the Dauphineſs; of whoſe 

E 2 ability 
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ability I having had a thouſand proofs before, 


I was very glad to be ſupported by his ad- 


vice in ſo nice a point. After due examina- 
tion of the matter, he judged it a dangerous 
caſe, but agreed with the midwife and myſelf, 
that the delivery (after due care taken for the 
woman's ſoul) ought by all means to be at- 
tempted. 

Accordingly it was thought fit to convey a 
ſilver probe, with a round knot at the end, 
into the opening, whence as we told you iflu- 


ed the ſlimy liquor ; thereby to endeavour the 


extenſion or dilatation of it, till it would ad- 
mit of one finger, and fo gently and by degrees 
a ſecond, and at laſt a third, whereby to en- 
deavour its further dilatation, by forming with 
the fingers a kind of a ſpeculum matricis, being 
much more natural than the iron ſcrew. As I 
was altogether of the ſame opinion, ſo I repre- 
ſented the ſafety of this undertaking as conſo- 


nant to the true rules of nature, when by the 


pains the water encloſed in the membranes, be- 
ing preſſed down into the inward orifice of the 
womb, the paſſage is opened for the more eaſy 
delivery of the head, and conſequently of the 

body of the child. | 
Dr. Moreau agreeing with me in the ſame 
point, to work I went, but whatever pains I 
took, could not extend the opening beyond the 
bigneſs of a crown-piece, though I found the 
inward orifice of the womb not above a quarter 
of an inch thick; it was then reſolved to afford 
| ſome 
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ſome reſpite and reſt to the patient, ſhe being 
much aki with the violence of the pain, 

as we were not a little tired, having been con- 
ſtantly employed about one thing or other, 
from four in the morning till ſeven at night. 
Thus leaving the patient to the care of the 
midwife, we returned about eight, and were 
informed by the midwife, that there had been 
but a ſlender appearance of any true ſigns of a 
delivery, the natural parts not producing the 
uſual effect of opening the os ſacrum, and preſi- 
ing the membranes forward, by reaſon of other 
intervening pains, occaſioned perhaps by the 
extenſion of the bladder, by the urine con- 
tained therein, ſhe having made no water for 
ſome time before. 

Hereupon it being once more adviſed by 
Dr. Moreau not to delay the delivery any lon- 
ger, I began afreſh to attempt the dilatation of 
the inward orifice .of the womb with my 
fingers, which ſucceeded beyond hopes: I 
brought in two fingers (one of each hand) on 
the ſides of the opening I had made before, 
which being thus dilated by degrees, I ſhewed 
Dr. Moreau what advances I had made, tel- 
ling him, That ſince neither the membranes, 
nor the head of the child could open the paſſage, 
my fingers were the only remedy ws muſt rely up- 
on. Thus prefling gently forwards, and being 
ſeconded by ſome pains, and the utmoſt en- 
deavours of the mother, I began to conceive 


ſome hopes; and in effect ſoon after the mem- 
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branes coming to break in the opening, this 
together with a {ucceeding pain, and the joint 
endeavours of the mother and child, produced 
this good effect, that in the next following 
pain, ſhe was delivered of a girl. From 
whence it is evident how unjuſtly the poor 
mid wives are ſometimes cenſured by the ſtan- 
ders by, as if by renting the womb of the wo- 
man with their nails, they prove often the 
occaſion of their deſtruction, whereas the 
ſame ought for the moſt part to be attributed 
to the preternatural diſpoſition of the noble 
parts, or ſome malignant corrofive humours : 
the moſt danger likely to proceed from a mid- 
wife, is, when after her coming from the de- 
livery of an infected woman, ſhe communi- 
cates the virulency, adhering to her fingers, to 
others. 

Immediately after the birth of the child, I 
brought forth alſo the after-burthen, and 
thruſting my fiſt gently againſt the bottom 
of the womb, reduced the ſame with all the 
adjacent parts into their natural ſtation and 
ſhape. This done, I put a cloth before the ori- 
fice of the womb, ordered the head of the pa- 
tient to be laid very low, with a pillar rowled 
together betwixt and under the knees, as is 
uſually done with child-bed women. I order- 
ed alſo her breaſts to be covered with a four- 
doubled cloth, with ſome cotton betwixt the 
pleats, to keep thoſe parts from catching cold 
during her flooding. I alſo kept her belly and 
back 
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back tied by winding it up in a broad cloth- 
and laid upon the womb above the bladder, a 
triangular compreſs, with a four ſquare one 
upon it, the better to keep thoſe parts in their 


proper ſtation, to keep them warm, and to 


promote the flooding. Dr. Moreau preſcribed 
her the juice of three ſour oranges, mixed with 
two ounces of the oil of ſweet almonds, and 
the ſame quantity of ſyrup of maiden-hair, to 
be taken at twice; beſides emollient, cooling, 
and anodyne clyſters, to be applied every day. 


The flooding appeared beyond expectation, 


and with ſuch ſtupendous ſucceſs, that on the 
eighth day after her delivery, I found her fit- 
ting in a chimney-corner, and ſhe has been 
well ever ſince, (though without being with 


child) the daughter lived till ſhe was two years 


old. I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that for 
ſome days we fomented her privy parts with 
the decoction of barley and chervil, and that 
after the flooding, we bathed the ſame parts 
with the water of myrrh, a powerful remedy 
in ſuch caſes, by reaſon of its aſtringent and 


cooling quality. 
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OEBSERVATION Xl. 


The Delivery of a Child with its Right Buttock 


foremoſt, 


ARCH 21ſt, 1666, being called to 
a gentlewoman, I found upon ſearch, 
the right buttock of the child foremoſt. The 
membranes being broken before, I puſhed the 
child gently backwards with my fingers, and 
guiding them along its right thigh and leg, to 
the foot, I pulled it out and baptizcd i it. This 
done, I wrapping a cloth about the foot, the 
whole body followed with eaſe to the head, 
which ſticking in the paſſage, I was forced to 
bring the fingers of my right hand into the 
child's mouth, whilſt with my left, I upheld 
it at the breaſt; and this accompliſhed the de- 
livery with good ſucceſs, the mother finding 
herſclf veep well afterwards, without any fur— 
ther uſſiſtance than what is uſual with other wo- 
men in chud-bed, 
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OBSERVATION XII. 


A Delivery of a Dropfical Woman. 


PRIL the 11th, 1666, I was called to 
| a certain gentlewoman then in labour, 
in the ſtreet of S. Germain del' Auxerrois, not 
far from the New Bridge ; but finding the 
woman afflicted with a dropſy and feveriſh, I 
deſired the aſſiſtance of Dr. Matthews, a learn- 
ed phyſician, who ſtayed with me during the 
whole delivery. This gentlewoman was not 
only much ſwelled all over the body, but had 
alſo a tumour on her belly below the nave], 
of the bigneſs of a loaf of three pounds, which | 
ſeemed to be filled with a flatulent humour ; ö 
the patient was much dejected (notwithſtand- 
ing I did all I could to encourage her) having i 
been told by ſeveral of her acquaintance, that ö 
ſhe could not eſcape with life; thus having 
made proviſion for her ſoul, ſhe gave poſitive 
orders to her ſervants (becauſe ſhe was a wo- 
man of quality) not to let either the doctor or 1 
me go out of the houſe, till they ſaw the iſſue 
of the matter. + 
After due ſearch made, I told her that the 

Child being well turned, there was great hopes 

> | . 


—— — — po a 2 L TT - 8 _— 
c  __— — ? 


2:00 

of her ſafe delivery, and being aſſured at the 
ſame time by Dr. Matthews, that ſhe had ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength left, ſhe began to conceive ſome 
hopes. The water contained within the mem- 
branes did preſs with ſuch violence upon the pri- 
vy parts, that they appeared as big as a child's 
head, and breaking ſoon after, ſhe voided no 
Jeſs than eight pounds of water, which being 
followed by the child, ſhe diſcharged as much 
more water as before. This ſudden evacuati- 
on cauſing a great weakneſs as well in the mo- 
ther as the child, the laſt was baptized imme- 
diately by Dr. Matthews, and died ſoon af- 
ter, being as was ſuppoſed ſuffocated by the 
great quantity of water voided during the 
delivery of the mother. The after-burthen 
being likewiſe brought forth, the flatulent tu- 
mour below the navel vaniſhed in a moment, 
as did the droply by degrees, by the help of 
the flooding and ſome other proper remedies 
preſcribed by Dr. Matthews. She went abroad 
within fourteen days after, and ſpoke much in 
our recommendation among all her acquain- 
tance. | | 
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OBSERVATION XIII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Belly 


foremsſt. 


HE 25th of April (being Eaſter-day) 
16606, I was called to a gentle woman of 
a very handſome aſpect, in the Goldſmith's 
ſtreet. I was unwilling to tell her the unnatural 
poſition of the child, aſking her only, Me- 
ther ſhe was ready to be delivered : Whereupon 
ſhe anſwered with a ſmile, That ſhe was ſenſible 
ber pains were not ſtrong enough as yet for a deli= 
very; unto which the midwife replied, That 
notwithſtanding this ſhe might be delivered if ſhe 
thought fit, She began to ſuſpect the matter, 


and conjured me to ſearch her, and let her 


know whether the child was rightly turned 
or not. 


I finding the child coming with the navel 


foremoſt, told her, That the caſe being of dan- 
gerous conſequence, I deſired the advice of ſome 
ther perſon ; but ſhe declaring her poſitive re- 
ſolution, of relying (next to God) upon my 
cndeavours, and defiring me to haſten her de- 
livery, I brought my right hand and fingers, 


cloſe and ſtrait put together, into the outward. 


orifice 
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orifice of the womb, and thence to the inward 


orifice, which I found ſufficiently opened to 


admit my whole hand and fingers, the moſt 
proper inſtruments for ſuch an operation, 

I tound in the neck of the womb, a tough 
lime with ſome part of the membranes car- 
ried thither with the water, which did me 
great ſervice in the enſuing delivery. I found 
the inward orifice of the womb opened to 
the bigneis of the extended palm of my 
Hand, io that my hand meeting with an ea- 
ſy entrance, I felt a ſoft ſubſtance, which by 
the navel-ſtring I ſoon diſcovered to be the 
child's belly, and by the beating cf the ar- 
teries, judged it to be ſtill alive; I told this 
welcome news to the mother (to encourage 
her in her labour) who anſwered me, The: 

was not follicitous for ber own life, provided 
the child might (through God's mercy) be pre- 
ſerved till it could be baptized, Which I aſſured 
her was likely to be done. | 
I then tried what part of the child I could 
lay hold on firſt; but found neither head nor 
foot; till at laſt lighting upon a hand, I did 
however not meddle with that, but guiding 
my hand gently along the thigh, I took hold 
of a foot on the right fide of the womb, and 
b ought it out, taking ſpecial care to turn the 
toes towards the fundament of the mother, 
as has been obſerved before. I drew the foot 
towards me very gcntly, and with a great deal 
of circumſpection, which being baptized, I 


1 


ſearched 
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ſearched after the other foot, which being al- 
ſo found, I put both legs together, and wind- 
ing them in a fine cloth to prevent their be- 
ing bruiſed or hurt, I pulled out the child 
radually to the ſhoulders, which required all 
the ſtrength I had (as in moſt other caſes of 
this nature). But finding the orifice of the 
womb ſomewhat cloſed again, I was forced to 


put my fingers into the child's mouth to 


bring forth the head, though without the leaſt 
violence. For putting my left hand to its breaſt, 
I ſupported it thus till with the right I could 
dilate the inward orifice, which done I put 
my hand to the neck, and ſo delivered the 
woman of a girl. The after-burthen follow= 
ing with eaſe ; I laid the ſame with the navel- 
ſtring to it upon the child's belly, Which being 


extreamly weak, lay extended upon a pillow 


before the fire, without any motion, beating 
of the arteries or pulſe, or any other ſign of 
life. We did all we could to revive it by 
wrapping it in cloaths dipt in warm wine, 
boiling the after-burthen in claret, holding 
onions to its noſtriis, and ſpouting wine into 
the mouth, noſe, ears and eyes, and waſhing 
the temples with the ſame; which at laſt pro- 
duced this good effect, that the child recover- 
ed its ſpirits, and is fince grown up very heal- 
thy and well to the age of ſeventeen years. 
The mother allo did extraordinary well, hav- 
ing had ſeveral ciuliren afterwards. 
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OBSERVATION XIV. 


Concerning an After-burthen joined cloſe to the 
Subſtance of the Womb. 


HE firſt of May, 1666, I was called to 

a woman in the Cutler's ſtreet, to deli- 
ver her from her after-burthen joined to the 
ſubſtance of the womb ; the midwife having in 
vain endeavoured its delivery. After I had greal- 
ed my hands, 1 brought my right hand to the 
bottom of the womb, where ] felt the after- 
burthen ; but the navel-ſtring being broken 
before, I ſearched on all fides with my fingers, 
though very gently, the innermoſt part of the 
womb, to find out in which part it was molt 
cloſely joined to its ſubſtance ; which having 
diſcovered, I peeled it off, beginning on the 
undermoſt part of the womb, till it dropt into 
my hand. 

Upon this occaſion I diſcovered the ſubſtance 
of the womb to be ſoft and merabranuus, of 
the thickneſs of a quarter of an inch, but 
_ ſomewhat thicker in that part where the al- 
ter-burthen had been joined to it, the main 
thing that ſatisfied my curiofity, I ſcpara- 
ted this after-burthen from the womb, wo 
the 
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the extremities of my fingers, beginning on 
the undermoſt part, as I told you before, juſt 
as we do looſen a paſte or dough from a table 
or board ; which being quite looſened, I drew 
it out of the womb with the ſame extremi- 
ties of my fingers ; for had it been done with 
the whole hand or fiſt, it would have created 
new pain and trouble to the woman. You 
muſt be careful not to leave any pieces of ſkin 
or remnants of the after-burthen in the womb, 
the ſame being attended with two dangerous 
ſymptoms, 

The firſt is, that in caſe part thereof remains 
cloſe to the womb, it putrifies and often de- 
generates into an inflammation or cancerous 
ulcer, and conſequently kills the woman. Of 
this I ſaw an inſtance in our hoſpital in 1653, 
when no ſmall conteſts aroſe betwixt the phy- 
ſicians of the hoſpital, concerning a woman 
that died in child-bed: for being opened by 
Mr. Angot, ſurgeon in ordinary to the hoſ- 
pital, and part of the after-burthen found 
ſticking cloſe to the womb, ſome of the phy- | 
ſicians declared the ſame to be the occaſion of the þ 

death of the woman. But Dr. Moreau, the | 
elder, one of the greateſt phyſicians of our 
age, replied, That it was not ſufficient, to al- 
ledge this as a cauſe of the death of the woman, 
but that an enquiry ought to be made, whether 
the fault was in the midwife or the ill conſti- 
tution of the body of the deceaſed. He ordered 


Mr. Angot to ſeparate the remaining pal 
whic 
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which he not being able to do without tearing 
off part of the ſubſtance of the womb, Dr. 
Moreau ſaid, I am convinced that ſome people 
are of fo unfortunate a conſtitution, that it is 
impoſſible to expect a happy delivery in them, 
Thoſe in whom the after-burthen is ſo cloſely join- 
ed to the ſubſ.ance of the womb, abound commonly 
in atrabilearious humours, by which the after- 
burthen is ſo cloſely joined to the womb, that it is 
next to an impoſſibility even for a man-midwife 
to promiſe a ſafe delivery; wherefore it is very 
hard to paſs ſuch ſevere cenfures upon a midwife 
after ſhe has done all that lay in her power; it 
being certain that Nature iiſelf, without any 
fault of the man-midwife or midwife, 1s the 
real occaſion of the death of the patient. 'Thus 
the reputation of the poor midwife was ſaved 
by the knowledge of this phyſician, who was 
the ornament of the faculty. 

The ſecond ſymptom is the exceſſive flux 
of blood that conſtantly attends the woman, 
in cafe any part of the aiter-burthen remains 
fix d to the womb, the blood iſſuing through 
the opening of the vetlels, inſerted into the 
remaining part of the after-burthen; which 
never ceaſing till that part is removed, it is ſut- 
ficient alone to prove mortal. But to return 
to our obſervation. After having ſeparated 
the after burthen, I turned my hand round 
the inſide of the womb, to feel whether there 
were any remnants left; when I perceived 
the womb to be grown already thicker and 

2 harder, 
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harder, beyond what it was immediately af- 
ter the ſeparation of the aiter-burthen. 


OBSERVATION XV. 


The Delivery of a Dead and Putrified Child. 


UNE the 16th, 1666, I was ſent for by 
a midwife in labour, being a woman of 
quick parts, and conſequently ſenſible of her 
dangerous condition, which ſhe had ſufficient- 
ly diſcovered by the nauſeous ſcent that ad- 
hered (upon ſearch made by herſelf) to her 
fingers. By the circumſtances ſhe related to 
me, I could judge no otherwiſe, but at the 
child was dead; and finding her extremely 
fearful even before I touch'd her, I recom- 
mended patience to her, aſſuring her, That J 
would uſe her as gently as poſſibly I could. 
Having conveyed my hand into the neck of 
the womb, I perceived the head to come fore- 
moſt, but with a moſt abominable ſcent. I 
_ aſked her, How lang ſhe had to reckon ? She an- 
ſwered, That ſhe had gone full nine months, but 
bad not felt the child ſtir in three months lajt 
paſt, and that therefore ſhe feared the child to have 
been dead ever ſince, occaſioned by the grief ſhe 
conceived at the death of her huſband, that hap- 
- F fened 
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which he not being able to do without tearing 
off part of the ſubſtance of the womb, Dr. 
Moreau ſaid, I am convinced that ſome people 
are of fo unfortunate a conſtitution, that it is 
zmpoſſible to expect a happy delivery in them, 
Thoſe in whom the after-burthen is fo cloſely join- 
ed to the ſubſcance of the womb, abound commonty 
in atrabilearious humours, by which the after- 
burthen is ſo cloſely joined to the womb, that it is 
next to an impoſſibility even for a man-midwife 
to promiſe a ſafe delivery; wherefore it is very 
hard to paſs ſuch ſevere cenſures upon a midwife 
after ſhe has done all that lay in ber power; it 
being certain that Nature itſelf, without any 
fault of the man-midwife or midwife, is the 
real occaſion of the death of the patient. Thus 
the reputation of the poor midwife was ſaved 
by the knowledge of this phyſician, who was 
the ornament cf the faculty. 

The ſecond ſymptom. is the exceſſive flux 
of blood that conſtantly attends the woman, 
in caſe any part of the aſter-burthen remains 
fix d to the womb, the blood iſſuing through 
the opening of the veilels, inſerted into the 
remaining part of the after-burthen; which 
never ceaſing till that part is removed, it is ſut- 
ficient alone to prove mortal. But to return 
to our obſervation, After having ſeparated 
the after- burthen, I turned my hand round 
the inſide of the womb, to feel whether there 
were any remnants left; when I perceived 
the womb to be grown already thicker and 
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harder, beyond what it was immediately af- 
ter the ſeparation of the after-burthen. 
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OBSERVATION XV. 


The Delivery of a Dead and Putrified Child. 


UNE the 16th, 1666, I was ſent for by 
a midwite in labour, being a woman of 
quick parts, and conſequently ſenſible of her 
dangerous condition, which ſhe had ſufficient- 
ly diſcovered by the nauſeous ſcent that ad- 
hered (upon ſearch made by herſelf) to her 
fingers. By the circumſtances ſhe related to 
me, I could judge no otherwiſe, but Hat the 
child was dead; and finding her extremely 
feartul even before I touch'd her, I recom- 
mended patience to her, aſſuring her, That J 
would uſe her as gently as poſſibly I could. 
Having conveyed my hand into the neck of 
the womb, I perceived the head to come fore- 
moſt, but with a moſt abominable ſcent. I 
aſked her, How lang ſhe had to reckon ? She an- 
ſwered, That ſhe had gone full nine months, but 
bad not felt the child ſtir in three months lajt 
paſt, and that therefore ſhe feared the child to have 
been dead ever ſince, occaſioned by the grief ſhe 
conceived at the death of her huſband, that hap- 
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pened about the ſame time; which may ſerve as 
an undeniable inſtance of what we have aſſert- 
ed before, that a child may remain for a conſi- 
fiderable time without being putrified in the 
womb. But what is moſt ſurprizing in this caſe, 
is, that tho' the child was not only dead and pu- 
trify'd, yet the mother was ſo very well at the 
time of her being with child, as to be able to 
go about her ordinary employments. 

I had much ado to convince her, that it was 
better to ſuffer ſome pain at preſent to avoid 
worſe evils; ſo that at laſt ſubmitting to neceſ- 
ſity, I brought my fingers, without any obſta- 
cle, to the inward orifice of the womb. The 
firſt thing I met with there, being the bone of 
the forehead, I plucked it out, all the parts of 
the head and the membranes being putrified to 
that degree, that they appeared like a white gel- 
ly, with ſuch an intolerable ſcent, as was e- 
nough to ſuffocate one. However I made ſhift 
to bring out the rotten carcaſs; and it was ob- 
fervable, that the bones of the head wers 
ſharp and pointed like needles, which made 
the delivery the more tedious ; for I took par- 
ticular care to bring them all away, without 
the leaſt detriment to the mother. 

When I found the after-burthen no leſs 
putrified than the child, I judged her death 
to be infallible, it ſeeming impotlible to me, 
that theſe putrified parts could remain fo long 
in the womb without infecting the circumja- 
cent parts, This moved me to > exhort her, To 


Pro- 


1 


provide in time for her poor ſoul before he deds 


rendred incapable of doing it, by the violence of 


the ſymptoms that were likely to enſue. She was 
ſo far from hearkning to my advice, that 
within three hours after her delivery, being 
ſent for by a gentlewoman then in labour, 


in the palace of the Louvre, ſhe aroſe out of 


her bed, as if ſhe had felt no pain a good while 
before, and walking thither on foot, ſtayed 
there all night till next morning. About 24 
hours after her delivery, coming to give her 
a viſit, I found her in bed, but cating hearti- 
ly of a calve's head. I thought fit to inſert 
theſe circumſtances, to ſhew what ſome con- 
ſtitutions are able to undergo ; and when I 
chid her for her preſumption, ſhe told me, 
That hunger would make the wolf leave his neſt ; 
for ſhe had no leſs than five children to main- 
tain; which made me believe, that God Al- 
mighty had beſtowed upon her a more than or- 
dinary vigour for her poor children's fake, for 
the did very well afterwards, 
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OBsERVATION XVI. 


The Delivery of a Woman whoſe inward Orifice 
of the Womb was torn. 


ULY 4th, 1666, I was called to the aſſiſt- 
ance of a certain midwife, none of the moſt 
ſkilful in her profeſſion. Being employed in 
bringing out the after-burthen, ſhe had got her 
hand into the womb ; but the ſame lying very 
low, had miſtaken the inward orifice for the 
after-burthen ; ſo that pulling the ſaid orifice, 
inſtead of the after-burthen, with much vio- 
lence, but little ſucceſs, I wes ſent for to give 
a helping hand. 

I no ſooner had ſearched the woman, but be- 
ing ſenſible of the error of the midwife, who 
was both young and unexperienced, I check- 
ed her for her negligence and ignorance, 
which ſhe fully acknowledged, promiſing ſhe 
would follow my directions hereafter in ſuch 
like caſes. After having brought my fingers, 
ereaſed with oil of fweet almonds, into the 
womb, I found the inward orifice torn and 
icratched with her nails; but advancing for- 
ward with my hand, I ſeparated the after- 
'burthen, and brought it out; but fearing leſt 


the 
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the damnifying of the orifice of the womb, 
might produce dangerous effects (as it fre- 

uently happens) we ſent for Dr. Briſſet, who 
did his utmoſt for the preſervation of the wo- 
man, notwithſtanding her poverty. We pre- 
ſcribed her two clyſters a day, made of whey 
mixed with three ounces of honey, in the 
morning, and without it in the evening. We 
ordered her alſo the uſual fomentation of 
the decoction of barley and chervil, which 
ſucceeded ſo well, that ſhe went abroad in leſs 
than a month, but ſhe had no children fince. 
For fear of a putrefaction or gangreen, we 
ordered the following injections to be made 
into the privy parts. 

Take of the root of the greater conſolida, 
of the leaves of agrimony, plantain and centi- 
nodium, boil them in water for an injection. 
After the flooding ceaſed, and the milk be- 
gan to appear in her breaſts, we ordered an 
injection to be made of the round ariſtolochy 
root boiled in white wine; of which more in 
the 25th Obſervation, I have been the more 
circumſtantial in this obſervation, that it might 
ſerve as a warning to the young man- mid- 
wives and midwives, to proceed gently, and 
with all imaginable circumſpection, when they 
put their hands within the orifices of the 
womb, for fear of damnifying the ſame, as it 


happened i in this caſe. 
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OBSERVATTION XVII. 


The Delivery of a Woman ſeized with Epilopticł 
Fits, without Senſe or Motion. 


HE 2d of December 1666, I was ſent 

for by a gentlewoman, the wife of a 
domeſtic, belonging to her highneſs the duch- 
eſs of Orleans, to aſſiſt an ancient midwife 
in the delivery of this gentlewoman ſeized 
with epileptick fits, without either ſenſe or 
motion, I found the membranes broken, and 
the water gone; ſo that the head ſticking in 
the birth, and the membranes to the child's 
head ; this joined to the want of water 
(gone off before) rendered the caſe very dan- 
gerous. I told the midwife we muſt have a 
little patience ; for in caſe we went about to 
force the birth, we might hurt both the 
mother and the child. f being farther my 
advice (as it ought always to be) to look for 
an underſtanding phyſician, and to open her 
a vein. Accordingly Dr. Fabius Perreau be- 
ing ſent for, he came attended by a ſur- 
geon ; but they looking upon the woman as 
paſt all hopes, went away without ordering 
any thing. 


How- 


EY 


However, I was not quite diſcouraged, but 
conſulted with the two ancient midwives there 
preſent, (another being called in fince) what 
was beſt to be done, and as I knew the cafe ex- 
tremely dangerous, and neither of them in a 
condition to attempt the delivery, I did not 
contradict them in their ſentiments, contenting 
myſelf to expect with patience (at the earneſt 
requeſts of the midwives and friends) the iſ- 
ſue of the matter ; which, according to the 
judgment of Dr. Perreau and his ſurgeon, 
they looking upon as abſolutely mortal, they 
entreated me to ſtay to be at hand to under- 
take the ſectio cefarea, or diſſecting the womb 
after the mother's death, to ſave the life of 
the child, 

About two in the afternoon being ſent for 
to adminiſter phlebotomy upon a conſultation 
in St. Martin's ſtreet, of Mr. Brayer and Dr. 
Briflet, I took this opportunity to repreſent 
the true ſtate of the caſe of our patient, 
and what judgment Dr. Perreau and his ſur- 
geon had given upon it. Dr. Brayer told 
me (like a good chriſtian) that were it not 
that he was obliged to attend ſeveral conſul- 
tations, he would willingly give a viſit to this 
poor woman, but deſiring Dr. Briſſet to do it, 

2 willingly complied with his requeſt; and 
I muſt ſpeak it to his renown, that the wo- 
man owed her preſervation to his advice. 
For he told us immediately, that #9 Dr. Per- 


rea and his ſurgeon had declared for the 
| 4 ſectio 
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ſectio cæſarea, as judging the woman faſt all 
hopes of life, he yet believed ſhe had ſtrengtb e- 
nough left to be delivered, and that it ought 
to be attempted without delay. He aſked the 
midwives and me our opinion, we told him, 
ſhe was a dead woman, unleſs preſerved by 
a ſpeedy delivery; I added, that in all pro- 
bability the child being dead, I ſaw not the 
leaſt reaſon for a delay; the doctor being 
of the ſame opinion, and that the only way 
to ſave the mother was a ſpeedy delivery, 
I went to work immediately without giving 
myſelf time to fetch the inſtruments requiſite 
for ſuch an operation, tho' I was ſenſible that 
my ſtrength alone would ſcarce be ſufficient 
to bring out the child, the paſſages being ſo 
very ſtrait, the head foremoſt, and the firſt 
time of the woman's being with child ; ſo that 
theſe parts being never opened before, the 
delivery was upon that ſcore alſo attended 
with more danger than would have been 0- 
therwiſe. As good fortune would have it, I 
had a ſmall hook in my pocket, wherewith 
having removed the membrane from the ſcull, 
I brought out the brains thro' the opening of 
the ſeam, or ſutura coronalis, J muſt upon 
this occaſion give a ſtrict charge to all man- 
midwives not to proceed to theſe extremities, 
without a previous conſultation with a ſkilful 
phyſician, and the approbation of the ſtanders 
by, and their being fully convinced of the 
child's death; for, ſhould it prove otherwile, 

you 
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you may commit a murder : however, iff caſe 
the woman is in preſent danger of periſhing, 
and there are ſigns of the child's being dead, you 
may ſave the mother, by bringing away the 
child, tho' perhaps a man may be miſtaken in 
his judgment, no body being obliged to do be- 
yond his power; and it being a certain rule, 
that the woman ovght to be preſerved by all 
means, in caſe her life is in imminent danger, 
the main point in queſtion in this caſe, and 
which requires a ſolid judgment, an inſtance 
whereof you may ſee in the following account. 
In the year 1680, Dr. Auzon, a noted phy- 
ſician of the faculty at Paris, and myſelf, were 
ſent for to a gentlewoman in labour, whom 
we found afflicted with epileptic fits: Dr. Au- 
zon ordered her immediately a clyſter of the 
common decoction, mixt with three ounces of 
honey, ſome mercurial leaves, and of the elec- 
tuary diaplenic one ounce ; then being let blood 
in the arm, the clyſter produced ſeveral pains, 
but the fits continued, io that ſhe had ten or 
twelve of them in an hour. A conſultation 
being agreed upon with Dr. Maurilain, another 
famous phyſician of the ſame faculty, a ſecond 
phlebotomy was adminiſtred in the arm, and 
a third in two hours after in the foot, which 
being followed by ſeveral pains, I delivered her 
of a briſk lively girl; upon which occaſion, 
the two doctors gave us this leſſon, to act with 
the utmoſt circumſpection in cales of this na- 
ture, 


But 
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But to return to our former obſervation : 
finding my ſtrength to fail me to bring 
forward the head of the child, I was, for 
want of time to fetch my own, obliged to 
make uſe of the hooked handle of an iron 
ſpoon or ladle, which I put into the eye, and 
drawing on the whole carcaſs of the child, 
the mother was inſtantly eaſed of her fits, 
but remained exceſſive weak, and without 
ſenſe or motion for forty hours after, when 
recovering herſelf, ſhe declared, that ſhe knew 
nothing of what had paſſed, though ſhe could 
hardly ſpeak, her tongue being much ſwelled 
by the biting of it with her teeth during the 
fits. | 

During her labour we gave her ſometimes 
ſome cordial waters, mixt with the confection 
of hyacinths and alkermes, without muſk, as 
likewiſe ſome Venice theriac. A few days 
after her delivery, we fomented the privy 
parts and the neck of the womb, to prevent 
any putrefaction there; we alſo made an in- 
jection of the decoction of the round ariſtolo- 
chy root in white wine, mixed with ſugar, 
Our fomentation was only water, mixed with 
fait, or ſea-water, an approved remedy in this 
caſe, eſpecially if you find the woman inclined 
to a fever. The paſſages being very ſtrait and 
not a little bruiſed, we fomented the ſame 
(after the ſeparation of the mortified parts) 
ſeven or eight times a day with a decoction of 
ſalt-water, barley, chervil, and agrimony, and 
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applied alſo the following fomentation to the 
belly. 

1: ake the leaves of mallows, althea, the 
pelitory of the wall, the mercurial and worm- 
wood, the ſame quantity of each, boil them in 
fair water, with half a pound of linſeed. 

Theſe remedies ſucceeded fo well, that not 
long after her recovery ſhe was big with 
child again, and brought to-bed without the 
aſſiſtance of a midwife ; but the third time 5 
of her bigneſs, being in her labour ſeized * 
with the ſame fits ſhe had in her firſt travail, 1 
and the ſurgeon ſent for to deliver her, not j | 


daring to attempt the delivery, ſhe periſhed 
miſerably for want of timely help : for though 
was ſent for afterwards it was too late, 
both the mother and the child being dead be- 
fore, either by the violence of the epileptic 
fits, or by an exceſſive flux of blood, where- 
with ſhe was not afflicted the firſt time of her | 
delivery. I opened the body, and finding all 75 
the internal parts without the leaſt blemiſh, I ' 


attributed her death to the exceſſive evacuati- „ 
on of the blood. Upon this occaſion, I muſt 1 
give you this further obſervation (ſomething 1 
of which has been mentioned before in the WW 
tenth Obſervation) vis. That the fulneſs of 'y 
the urinal bladder ſometimes occafions moſt 1 
violent pains; for the bladder being extend- 1 
ed by the urine, and preſſing upon the neck of 1 


the womb, and its inward orifice, obſtructs 
the free paſſage of the child; beſides, that 
the 


. 


the bladder, when filled with urine, being 
ſqueezed by the head of the child, * 
moſt violent pains; to prevent which, 
muſt put a probe into the bladder to 2 
paſſage to the urine, an inſtance whereof I can 
give you by my own experience in two gen- 


tlewomen, one of which falling continually 


into fits, was no ſooner freed from the urine 
that had filled her bladder to the quantity of 
four pounds, but the pain ceaſed, together with 
the fits, and was delivered within three hours 
after, though ſhe died in five days after, with- 
out ever recovering her ſenſes. We found an 
ulcer in her brains, with an infection of the 
bones. The other gentlewoman feeling ex- 
ceflive pains without any proſpect of a forward 
labour, I evacuated her bladder by the means 
of a probe, which done, the pain ceaſed in 
three hours, and five or ſix pains procured a 


happy and eaſy delivery. 
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OBSERVATION XVIII. 


The Delivery of @ Woman having an Ulcer 
in her Womb. 


EPTEMBER 18th, 1666, being ſent for 
to a woman in labour, of a melancholy 
conſtitution, I aſked her how matters had gone 
during her being with child; ſhe told me, 
that ſhe had loſt abundance of blood. I con- 
veyed my hand into the neck of the womb, 
where I found the child preſenting itſelf with 
the navel and breaſt foremoſt ; then advancing 
with my fingers cloſed together to the bottom 
of the womb, I began to ſpread them again, 
feeling with my whole hand round the fides of 
the womb; whilſt I was ſearching for the feet, 

I felt on the left ſide a certain hard ſwelling of 
the breadth of the palm of my hand, which, 
upon a more exact ſearch, I judged to be a 
cancerous tumour. 

Notwithſtanding this, I proceeded in my 
buſineſs, and t-king hold of the child's feet, 
whilſt I was drawing them towards me, the 
child turned itſelf; ſo that after having baptized 
the foot that came out firſt, I at lat brought 
forth a luſty boy, and a compleat after-bur- 
then 


„ 
then, which made me judge, that the flux of 
blood ſhe had ſuffered during her being with 
child, did iſſue from the before- mentioned tu- 
mour. The woman did very well during her 
lying in; I ordered her for her diet meat-broths, 
boiled with cooling herbs, and to avoid all ſalted 
and ſpiced meats; and for the reſt, to take the 
advice of a good phyſician. But being unable 
to follow my directions (by reaſon of her po- 
verty) ſhe came to me about four months af— 
ter her delivery, ſo much altered from what 
ſhe was before, that I ſcarce knew her, being 
quite reduced to a ſkeleton by the continual 
pains and flooding of the blood, in ſpite of all 
the remedies ; ſhe died ſoon after. It is to be 
- obſerved, that this woman had been very ex- 
ceſſive in her youth in the uſe of falt and ſpiced 
meats, and drinking of wine, which, together 
with her natural melancholy diſpoſition, had 
produced the ulcers, and reduced her to that 
condition in which ſhe died, which may ſerve 
as a warning to young women not to impair 
their health by ſuch like things, and before all 
things not to uſe wine but with moderation, 
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OBSERVATION XIX. 


The Delivery of a Child with the upper part 
of the Arm foremoſt. 


"ANUARY 5th, 1667, I was ſent for to 
aſſiſt a woman in labour in the New Me- 
deric's ſtreet, being the wife of the organiſt of 
that church. She was very ſick, and full of 
pain in the lower region of the belly and cir- 
cumjacent parts. I conveyed my fingers into 
the neck of the womb, where I felt the upper 
part of the child's arm, which I endeavoured 
to bring backward, but in vain. In ſuch caſes 
as theſe, you need not be fearful of bringing 
your hand gently within the womb, to open the 
9877 of a woman in ſuch a condition, either 
els or more, according as you find it requiſite; it 
being certain that the arm of the child, and the 
hand of the man- midwife or mid wife, both to- 
gether, do not take up ſo much place as the 
ſingle head of a child; beſides that, as ſoon as 
you begin to draw out the legs of the child, 
the arm, which is without, will draw back- 
wards of courle by this motion, eſpecially if the 
child be alive; and this method is performed 
without any conſiderable trouble to the woman. 


I did 


424. 
I did therefore guide my hand along the 


child's arm into the womb to the child's 
breaſt, whence paſſing along to the belly, 
thighs, and at laft to the feet, I pulled out 
one of the feet, the other following immedi. 
ately, Having baptized the child, and wrapt a 
cloath about the thighs, I pulled it forwards 
to the buttocks, which being larger than ordi- 
nary, ſtuck in the paſſage, and were not 
brought out but with ſome difficulty to the 
ſhoulders : then it was I had occaſion for all 
my {ſtrength and ſkill. I conveyed my fingers 
in above the right ſhoulder, and ſtraining along 
the arm to the elbow, I got it looſe ; then J 
laid my left hand upon the breaſt, and the 
right on the neck; but this not anſwering my 
expectation, I was obliged to put one of my 
fingers into the child's mouth to get the chin 
looſe. I then deſired the woman to lift up her 
body and to lie forwards, by raiſing herſelf and 
reſting upon her heels, which ſhe performing 
accordingly, ſhe was very inſtrumental in her 
delivery. The after-burthen followed with 
eaſe, by pulling part of the navel-ſtring only 
with my right, and winding the reſt about my 
fingers. For it 1s obſervable, that when a 
man-midwife or midwife are obliged to turn 
a child in the womb, they frequeatly at the 
ſame time looſen the after-burthen, which thus 
follows with eaſe, by pulling it out only by the 
navel- ſtring. | 
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OBSERVATION XX, 


The Delivery of a Child preſenting the bin- 
dermoſt Part of the Ribs foremoſt. 


ARCH 14th, 1667, I was ſent for toa 
woman in labour in the old Mint- 
ſtreet, being lately overturned in a coach as 
ſhe was coming home out of the country. 
Having anointed my fingers with freſh butter, I 
conveyed them into the neck of the womb, to 
the inward orifice, whereabouts I felt the 
ribs and the back-bone of the child. Here- 


upon making uſe of all my fingers, I did ſpread 


them by degrees in the nature of a Hpeculum 
matricis, or womb ſcrew; and thus advanc- 
ing by degrees within the womb, along the 
belly, thigh and leg of the child to the foot, 
] brought 3 it out and baptized it ; but not being 
able to reach the other foot, I pulled out this 
further to the buttocks, when finding the 
other that remained within to be laid acroſs, I 
brought that which I had in my hand back- 
wards, to deliver the other, which ſucceeding 
accordingly, I took both the legs together, 
and winding them in a thin cloth, I pulled out 


the child in a direct line to the ſhoulders 
8 then 


ii 


I 82 ] 
then bringing in my fingers along the arm, 
looſened it, by firſt bending, and then laying 
it cloſe along to the body ; the ſame I did with 
the other arm, and laying my right hand flat 
to its breaſt, and taking hold with the left on 
the neck, defired the woman to aſſiſt me with 
all her ſtrength, at the firſt pain, to force the 
child forward, which was happily accompliſhed, 
tho' this woman came before her time, which 
made alſo the after-burthen ſtick the cloſer to 
the womb, but I made ſhift to looſen it, after 
the ſame manner as has been mentioned in the 


beginning of this treatiſe, 
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OBsERVATION XXI. 


The Delivery of a very large Child, preſent- 
ing itſelf with the Neck, Shoulders ans - 
Collar-bone foremsfs. 


PRIL 16, 1667, 1 was ſent for to a gen- 
tlewoman living in the Jew's-ſtreet. 1 
found her in hard labour, the child being 
extreamly large, and coming with the neck, 
ſhoulder and collar-bone firſt, I convey'd my 
hand (well greaſed) into the paſſage, endea- 
vouring to bring the before-mentioned parts 


back as far as I could, and ſo letting my hand 
ſlide 


12 
flide gently along the thighs and legs to the 
feet, I took hold of them, and pulling them 
out, baptized them immediately. Afterwards 
having wrapt them up in a cloth, I pulled 
more forward to the thighs and buttocks, 
which were ſo thick, that they could ſcarce 
paſs. Coming to the ſhoulders, I was forced 
to dilate the orifice gently with my fingers, 
and laying my left hand upon the child's 
breaſt, and the right on the neck, I pulled 
with all the ſtrength I had, but could not bring 
forth the head, tho' I put my fingers alſo in 
the mouth and ears, for the neck broke off, 
and the head remained in the womb in ſpite 
of all the precaution I could uſe to the con- 
trary. I left nothing unattempted to lay hold 
on the head with my fingers, but in vain, I 
never was more hardly put to it in all my life 
time, for I had left all my inſtruments requi- 
ſite for ſuch a purpoſe at home, ſo that I 
was obliged to defire her huſband to fetch 
them from my houſe, whilſt I was employed 
in encouraging the gentlewoman, and keeping 
my hand without intermiſſion (ever ſince the 
ſeparation of the trunk of the body from the 
head) upon the bottom of the womb, to keep 
open the inner orifice ; which, if it had been 
cloled up, it would have been quite impoſſible 
to recover the head, a thing which happened 
not long before to a man-midwife in the ſame 
ſtreet, to the deſtruction of the poor wo- 
man under his care. This gentlewoman and 


6 2 her 
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her friends, who were not unacquainted with 
that accident, were in a thouſand anxieties. 

Her huſband being returned with the in- 
ſtruments, I took ſuch a one as I judged moſt 
proper, and guided the ſharp point along my 
left hand towards my middle finger, which I 
kept bent, to prevent the woman from being 
damnify'd ; and thus fixing it into the {kull 
betwixt the ſeam, I pulled it towards me with 
my right hand in a direct line, whilſt I did the 
ſame with the left, wherewith I had taken hold 
of the ſkin of that part of the neck which was 
left on the head; ſo that tho' this head was near 
as big as that of a full grown perſon, yet 1 
brought it out entire, without any further dan- 
ger to the child-bed woman, who was ſo well, 
that in ten days after ſhe came in perſon to 
my houſe, to return me thanks for the care 
I had taken for her ſafety, and when I check'd 
her for venturing abroad ſo ſoon, the anſwered, 
That fhe was very hearty and well, 
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OBSERVATION XXII. 
The Delivery of a putrifyd Chi 2 


Eptember the 25th, 1667, I was called to 

the wife of the gardener belonging to Mon- 
ſieur Geumont, in the village of Villaos, near the 
river Marre, not far from St. Maur. I found 
her heart-fick, by reaſon of a putrify'd child 
ſhe carried in her belly, which being as cold 
as a ſtone, I order d the women to rub it 
well with hot cloths. The woman being in a 
very dangerous condition, I ordered her to be 
laid upon her back croſs the bed, and having 
well anointed both my hands with freſh but- 
ter, and taken a cloth in one to wipe off the 
nauſeous ſcent from my fingers, I brought the 
other into the womb, where I found the inward 
orifice ſunk very low, and the exterior ſkin 
of the child ſo rotten all over the body, that 
it ſeparated from the fleſh at the firſt touch. 
When I endeavoured to puſh back the child 
with my fingers to make room for my hand 
to enter the womb, the fingers made an im- 
preſſion both in the ſkin and fleth, as if it had 
been a plece of dough or paſte. I was not a 
little afraid that the ſubſtance of the womb 
*& might 
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1 
might be infected with the ſame putrefaction, 
and conſequently might be apt to be torn; 
which would have proved fatal to the woman 
immediately, conſidering eſpecially ſhe had for 
ſeven or eight days ſucceſſively been afflicted 
with moſt violent pains. 

After moſt mature and ſerious deliberation 
(without which nothing of this nature ought 
to be attempted) I conveyed my hand to the 
bottom of the womb to find out the feet; and 
whereas I uſed ſeldom to be above a quarter 
of an hour in ſearch after them, I was near 
three quarters of an hour before I could take 
hold of them with my right hand, and pul- 
ling them gently forward, wrapt a dry lIinnen 
cloth about them : but the whole body of it 
being rotten, it was impoſſible to prevent its 
being torn in divers places, and as I applied 
all my ſkill and care to bring it out whole (for 
fear of hurting the mother) I ſpent a great 
deal of time before I could deliver the body, 
but the head remaining behind, I had more 
work than before to bring that out alſo, being 
deſtitute of inſtruments neceſſary for ſuch an 
operation. However I ſupply'd the defect there- 
of with my fingers, which I brought to the 
child s mouth, and ſo got it out; the after- 
burthen (which was likewiſe putrify'd) follow- 
ing ſoon after; I ordered her immediately two 
ſpoonfuls of oil, with an ounce and a half of 
ſugar, for want of freſh butter, which is a ra- 
rity among the poor country people. : 


FE 
I gave a ſtrict charge to the midwife of the 
village, who was an underſtanding woman, to 
apply to the child-bed woman twice a day, 
an emollient clyſter, made of two pounds of 
whey, in which has been boiled before the 
leaves of mallows, althea, violets, mother- 
wort and wormwood, adding to each pound 
two ounces of honey for that in the morning; 
but that in the evening to be uſed without 
honey. For her conſtant drink I ordered her a 
decoction of dog's-grafs, liquorice, barley, and 
the ſcolopendria. It is obſervable that this 
woman, before her delivery, complained of 
a benumbedneſs in her right thigh, occaſion- 
ed by the bulk and weight of the child preſ- 
{ing on that fide; this 1 removed by bathing it 
with oil of camomil, melilot, and ſuch like 
emolitent remedies, I farther preſcribed her a 
cordial (to be taken every night, two hours 
after ſhe had taken her broth) of {ix ounces of 
carduus water, half a dram of the confection 
of hyacinths without muſk, mixed with two 
ounces of ſyrup of nenuphar, to be taken at 
twice. She alſo made ule of the following 
clyſters. | 

Take barley, white bread, the leaves of mal- 
lows, violets, lettuce, ſuccory and purſlain, 
equal parts; bail them in fair water, apply 
the decoction ſometimes with honey, ſometimes 
without. 

To allay the inconvenience of the nauſeous 
ſcent, ſhe uſed the decoction of wo:mwood 
G and 


88 
and motherwort, for a month or five weeks 
after her delivery. As I was from time to 
time inform'd (by letters) of the conſtitution 
of her body, I ordered her (aiter the flooding 
was over) to make uſe of an injection into the 
privy parts, made of barley, centaury, worm- 
wood, motherwort, agrimony, the round ari- 
ſtolochy and conſolida roots, and frequently to 
repeat the ſame; by the help of which remedies 
ſhe was reſtored to health, and in ſix weeks 
after her delivery, came no leſs than three 
large leagues on foot to return me thanks. 
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OBSERVATION XXIII. 
The Delivery of a Child with the Belly foremoſt. 


Ovember the 7th, 1667, I was called to 

a woman 1n the ſtreet of Britain, near 
the Marais du Temple ; ſhe being very weak, 
and the child coming with the belly foremoſt, 
I told her huſband, That I muſt endeavour to 
turn the child, which in the poſition it was in then 
could promiſe no happy delivery. Thus to work 
I went, and guiding my fingers gently along 
the body of the child down to the thighs and 
legs, I got hold of the feet, which I brought 

out in leis than thres minutes: Having bap- 
by tized 


1 
tized them, I wrapped about them a fine cloth, 
and ſo pulled out the child (which was not 
very big) without much difficulty. 

The woman was no ſooner delivered, but 
ſhe ſaid, She thought herſelf raiſed from the dead, 
deſiring me to tarry a little while to direct the 
midwife (who was none of the moſt careful) in the 
management of the child. J ordered her there- 
fore, that ſhe ſhould cleanſe the child with 
warm wine mixt with ſome butter, of a cer- 
tain white, ſlimy, oleaginous ſubſtance, where- 
with it was covered all over, as has been men- 
tioned once before. This done, I made her rub 
it with warm dry cloths, and took care that a 
little butter ſhould be applied to the navel, 
near the belly. The butter is applied to ha- 
{ten the falling off of the navel-ſtring, which 
happens commonly four or five days after the 
birth, provided you apply freſh butter every 
morning and evening. But in caſe you are de- 
ſtitute of butter, you may inſtead thereof uſe 
oil of olives, oil of ſweet almonds, or ſuch like 
emollient medicines, which promote the ſepa- 
ration: in this you muſt dip a ſmall piece of 
cloth, which you muſt apply to the navel- 
ſtring, as 1s mentioned before, which after the 
delivery muſt be conſidered as ſuperfluous, and 
not belonging to the body. 

After J had made her anoint the navel- ſtring 
very well with butter, I made her wind about 
it a ſmall fine cloth, and another doubled one, 
of 4 inches breadth, round the waiſt, to cloſe 


up 
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up the navel. It is the buſineſs of the nurſe 
to ſee this repeated every morning and evening, 
and to take care that that piece of navel-ſtring, 
which is to fall off, may not touch the bare bel- 
ly of the child ; for being very cold, it would 
create gripes in the child, which may be pre- 
vented by winding a dry cloth about it. At- 
ter the navel-ſtring is dropped off, you mult ſtill 
continue to anoint the navel with butter, and 
not remove the double cloth round the waiſt 
till fix weeks after, when it will ſettle, and be 
quite dried up. You ought alſo to lay a dou- 
ble cloth upon the child's breaſts and under 
the armpits. 

A midwife, dry or wet Geeſe, ought to 
take all poſſible care to prevent the children 
from crying fiercely, which often proves the 
cauſe of a navel-rupture, or of the ſcrotum in 
the boys. You may ſometimes obſerve the 


ferotum in the boys bloated up (after their birth) 


by a flatulent ſubſtance, which may be eafily 
diſpelled by wrapping them up in warm cloths, 
dipped in warm white wine or claret, unto 
which you may add a little falt, which renders 


it more efficacious : but it muſt be applied warm 


to the affected part. The child being dreſſed, 
I took my leave of the good woman, Who ap- 
peared pretty briſk, and returned me many 
thanks for my care. At parting I once more 
recommended the woman to the care of the 
midwite, it happening ſom: times, that by ſome 
unforeſeen accident or other, a woman 1n 


2 child- bed 
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child-bed is loſt for want of the aſſiſtance of 
ſuch perſons as are well verſed in thoſe mat- 
ters, as it fell out with this woman. 

For the midwife being called away, aſked the 
child-bed woman, whether her flooding was too 
much? She anſwered, No: and that ſhe might 
go about her buſineſs, ſhe being inclined to ſleep. 
Thus the midwife departed, recommending her 
to the care of her mother, After the woman 
had reſted for ſome time, ſhe told her mother 
That fhe found herſelf very fick ; and the mo- 
ther not knowing the cauſe thereof, and think- 
ing to revive her daughter, gives her a good 
cup of ſtrong broth, which ſhe had no ſooner 
taken down, but laying her head upon the pil- 
low, ſhe expired immediately. This was oc- 
cafioned by an exceſſive flooding, whereof the 
mother not being aware, ſhe proved the in- 
nocent occaſion of her death ; it being of the 
utmoſt conſequence to take the due time of mi- 
niſtring food, and the true proportion thereof 
upon fach oecaſions; for the natural heat be- 
ing ſuppreſſed, the vapours which riſe upwards 
are the occaſion that the patient is ſuffocated by 
the quantity of the food. 

There are two general cauſes of the death of 
women in child-bed, (as I have told before) 
vie, When the flooding is either too little or 
too much, which obtains as well in natural as 
unnatural births. Midwives of ſkill and experi- 
ence commonly know how to obviate thoſe 


evils; but the worſt is, that women for the moſt 
| part 
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part chuſe their midwives at the recommenda- 
tion of their female friends, without being ſuffi- 
ciently convinced of their abilities. The ſame 
may be ſaid of the dry nurſes, who, tho” for the 
moſt part ignorant enough, yet will be tamper- 
ing with the woman under their care. Thus 
I know ſeveral inſtances where nurſes have ſent 
women in child-bed to the grave, by the ex- 
ceſſive uſe of clyſters; whereas ſuch as tender 
their ſafety, ſhould not admit of clyſters with- 
out the advice of a phyſician, man-midwife, 
or midwife, Of this I cannot forbear to give 
you an inſtance. A certain gentlewoman in child- 
bed, being ordered by a phyſician of note to have 
a clyſter applied once every day; the dry-nurſe 
perſuaded the woman, that one was not ſufficient, 
but that ſhe muſt uſe them more frequently. In 
ect, ſhe applied her ſeven clyſters a day, which 
fo weakened the woman, that ſhe died without the 
leaſt figns of a fever, but ſo emaciated, that the 
Phyſician could not gueſs at the reaſon, till the 
ſame was diſcovered after her death by the maid, 
who upbraided the nurſe, that ſhe had told her 
often enough, She ſhould not apply ſo many clyſ- 
ters to her miſtreſs; ut that the nurſe bid her 
Meddle with her own buſineſs, and that ſince 
ſhe had been a nurſe fixty years, ſhe would not 

be inſtructed how to manage theſe matters. 
Thus I remember divers other women put to 
no {mall inconveniencies, by the ignorance of 
their nurſes, who have fomented the privy- 
parts immediately aftcr their delivery with 
Wine 
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wine and other aſtringent medicines, whereby 
the flooding being ſtopped, the ſame has proved 
the occaſion of dangerous diſtempers, which 
may ſerve as a warning not to proceed too raſhly 
in theſe caſes, without the advice of perſons 


well {killed in their profeſſion, 
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OBSERVATION XXIV. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Navel-ſtring 
foremoſt. 


TUNE 16th, 1668, I was called to a nurſe 
in the Tachary-ſtreet, who complained of 
violent pains all over her belly. I conveyed my 
fore-finger into the neck of the womb, where 
finding the membranes broken, and the water 
gone, I felt the navel- ſtring of the child fore- 
moſt, I guided my hand into the inner orifice 
of the womb, along the child's belly, till get- j 
ting hold of the foot, I brought it out, tak- 
ing effectual care, that the child's toes turned 
towards the fundament of the mother, and the 
heels to the bladder, as has been mentioned WW 
before. 1 
After I had baptized it, I wrapped a cloth 
about the feet, and ſoon accompliſhed the deli- 
very, the mother finding herſelf very well all W 
the '* 
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the time of her lying in: but being with 
child again not long after, ſhe died in the fourth 
month of her bigneſs, the child being grown 
to the womb. 

She ſent for me about that time, and upon 
ſearch made with my finger, found the womb 
open, as if ſhe had not been with child; tho! it 
muſt be confeſſed, that this is not always a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, becauſe the ſame happens 
ſometimes thus in women. I remember a cer- 
tain gentlewoman, whoſe womb from the fourth 
to the ninth month of her bigneſs, was always 
ſo open, that it would eaſily admit the extremi- 
ty of my finger, but the orifice was very thick, 
which ſeems to contradict what has been aſſert- 

ed in the tenth Obſervation, vig. That during the 
woman's being with child the womb keeps very cloſe, 
and that even in the beginning of the labour of the 
woman (there mentioned) we found the inner ori- 
Ace thus cloſed up. However, it ought to be taken 
notice of, that the inner orifice of the be- 
forementioned woman was not altogether ſo 
hard as that of this. I aſked her, Whether ſhe 
had her due monthly times? She anſwered, Yes. 
Which made me judge ſhe was not with child, 
which was alſo the opinion of all the men- 
midwives and midwives that either ſaw or 
heard of her. 

Being ſeized with a fever, and unable to 
employ a phyfician, ſhe defired my aſſiſtance; 
and becauſe ſhe complained of moſt violent pains 


in her hips, I ordered her to be let blood ; but 
the 
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the pain increaſing ſo as that her life was de- 
ſpaired of, I recommended her to the care of f 
Mr. Rennet, the vicar of St. Mederic's pariſh, x 
who having prayed with her, and given her f 
the ſacrament, ſhe died ſoon after, I was defired 
next morning by her daughter to open her bo- 4 
dy, to inveſtigate the cauſe of her death ; but 4 
being too buſy at that time, they ſent for ano- 
ther ſurgeon, who opened her within four 
hours after ſhe was expired, (a thing I ſhould | 
not have contented to had I been preſent) who 
found a child of four months old ſunk into the 
lower belly, 
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OBSERVATION XXV. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Head foremoſt, 
ULY the 12th, 1668, I was called to a gen- 


tlewoman living without St. Anthony's Gate, N 
whom I found in labour, the child coming with 1 
the head foremoſt. I ordered her a clyſter, but 4 
the fame producing no manifeſt effect, I let 
her blood the next day. The poor gentlewo- ] 
man did {train hard as often as the pains came, 4 
to promote the delivery, but the child being 
very weak, could not ſecond the endeavours of 
the mother. This made me deſire the advice MW 


of 
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of a phyſician, and Dr. Moreau being ſent for, 
we began to conſult, in conjunction with Mr, 
Bonchet (lately called in), a noted and able 
ſurgeon of the company of Paris, and an ex- 
cellent man-midwife, what was to be done ; 
and, after divers arguments, it was concluded 
to have patience, tho' the head of the child 
appeared ready for the birth, and the orifice of 
the mother opened to the bigneſs of a French 
crown-piece, but of an oval figure. But the 
child could make no further advances towards 
its delivery, the ſeveral parts of the paſſage be- 
ing ſo hardened, that there was no way of ex- 
tending them ſufficiently to afford an opening 


for the child. 
We ordered her a clyſter of the decoction 


of the leaves of mallows, althea, violets, 
the pellitory of the wall, of the flowers of 
camomil and melilot, in a pound whereof 
was diſſolved an ounce of the clectuary Se- 
nedicti laxativi, and three ounces of honey. 
After the application of the clyſter, we at- 
forded her only eggs for her food, and pre- 
ſcribed her a ſecond phlebotomy ; after which 
we gave her a cordial of clove-gilly-flower 
water, mixed with a drachm of cinnamon 
water, and as much confection of hyacinths 
without muſk, which is generally noxious to 
women under thoſe circumſtances. But all 
theſe endeavours proved fruitleſs, the child 
remaining unfortunately fixed in the inward 
orifice of the womb, the hairy crown being 


plainly 
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plainly diſcoverable of the bigneſs of a gooſe 
egg. | 
Things remained thus till the 15th day, 
when we applicd another clyſter, but without 
any alteration, neither this nor the following 
16th day. The 17th day and following night 


ſhe complained of exceſſive pains, and voided 


much water. The 18th we plainly perceived 
that our patient grew worſe and worſe; this 
made us ſend again for Dr. Moreau, to crave 
his aſſiſtance. He enquired of us, (viz. an- 


other man-midwite and ſurgeon of our hall, 


two midwives, and myſelf) how matters had 
gone for the laſt twenty-four hours, whereof 
having given him an exact account, it was a- 
greed on all hands, that the child muſt be dead, 
it being impoſſible it ſhould remain ſo long in 
that ſtation without being ſuffocated ; and 
that therefore the delivery ought to be begun, 
ſince the Doctor was of opinion, that the wo- 
man had ſtrength enough to undergo it. 
However, ſhe having received the Sacra- 
ment, my brother man- midwife, being the 
eldeſt, he went to work, (Mr. Buiclat, whom 
we mentioned before, being abſent) and did 
all that poſſibly could be expected from a 
perſon well verſed in his art. He fixed a 
hook into the child's head, but not taking 
ſufficient hold, the head would not follow, as 
he hoped it might have done, though he ſpent 
above an hour, and took incredible pains to 
bring it out. Dr. Moreau pitying the condi- 
| tion 


| 
4 
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tion of the poor patient, told him, that he 


being of a great age wanted ſtrength to per- 
form fo difficult a taſk, and therefore he had 
better leave it to me. I excuſed the mat- 
ter as long as I could, the patient being my 
intimate acquaintance, whom I knew I could 
not deliver without great pain; but Doctor 
Moreau being ſufficiently ſenſible of the diffi- 
culties and danger likely to attend this deli- 
very, enjoined me poſitively to begin the 
work, which I did with my hand only, 
without the help of a hook. For perceiving 
that the head was miſerably torn by the hook, 
I removed gently the bones of the head with 
my fingers, for fear they ſhould hurt the wo- 
man; and thus bringing out the bones one 
after another, the brains followed of courſe. 
Then I puſhed back the trunk of the body, 
the ſhoulders whereof were fixed in the inner 
orifice of the womb, without being able to 


paſs it. I took almoſt incredible pains to bring 


them backwards, in order to come at the feet 
which ſucceeding at laſt, I brought them out, 


afterwards the trunk, and at laſt the aftcr- | 


burthen. 
Dr. Moreau ordered the woman a mixture 


of ſix ounces of the water of allelujah, the 
juice of three ſour oranges, a drachm of 


the confection of hyacinths without muſk, 


two ounces of ſyrup of lemons, and the fame ! 
quantity of the oil of ſweet-almonds for two or 
three 
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three doſes, to ſtrengthen the patient and pro- 
mote the flooding. Two hours after the tak- 
ing of the laſt doſe, ſhe was allowed a cup of 
broth, mixt with the juice of two ſour oranges. 
The two firſt nights the had alſo a clyſter of a 
pound of whey, mixt with two ounces of oll 
of ſweet almonds. 

Upon ſearch of the privy paſſages, we found 
the ſame very black, ſomewhat mortified, and 
in a manner benumbed. Againſt this, we 
made uſe of ſea-water, or common water, 
mixt with an ounce of ſalt to a pound, which 
being warm'd, we dipped a ſpunge in it, and 
fomented and rubbed the parts with it well, 
twice or thrice a day, which ſucceeded ſo well 
that we reſtored their natural heat. We were 
alſo ſometimes not ſparing in letting of blood 

both in the arm and foot, and in cordials, ſuch 
as the waters of ſcorzonera and of carduus equal 
parts, adding a drachm of confection of hya- 
cinths and alkermes, without muſk, and two 
ounces of ſyrup of lemons to each pound of the 
waters, to be taken at twice. We made alſo 
trequent uſe of clyſters, and after the firſt 
three days changed our fomentation for the fol- 
lowing. 

Take two ounces of the round ariſtolochy 
roots, waſhed teveral times in white wine, 
(which is thrown away) ſteep them afterwards 
twelve hours in a pint of French wine, mixt 
with four ounces of ſugar, and let it boil to a 


third part. 
H 2 With 
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With this we bathed the patient four or five 
times a day with good ſucceſs, though ſhe kept 
her bed for three months after, complaining 
continually of ſuch bearings down, as if ſhe 
was ready to be delivered. She has never been 
with child fince, though for the reſt ſhe is very 
healthy, except that oftentimes ſhe is troubled 
with the whites, accompanied with great itch- 
ing, to allay which, ſhe bathes herſelf with 
brandy, which ſhe has found the beſt remedy 
hitherto. | 


OBSERVATION XXVI. 


The Delivery of a Woman of a Mola. 


YEFORE I proceed any further, I muſt 
acquaint the reader, that the reaſons why 
theſe obſervations are interrupted, from 1668, 
till February 1671, was a lingring ſickneſs, 
which hindered me from following my uſual 
employment. 
The 16th of February 1671, I was called to 
a baker's wife, afflicted with a violent flux of 
blood. After I had brought my fingers into 
the inward orifice of the womb, I felt a mem- 
branous ſubſtance of the bigneſs of a bow), 
ſuch as they uſe in the pall-malls, which 1 
| judged 
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judged to be a mola, or falſe conception, I 
made uſe of my fingers to ſeparate it from the 
mother, and to bring it out in pieces, which 
I did by degrees; and the whole being got out, 
the flux ceaſed. This put me in mind of a cer- 
tain paſſage in Mr. Viurdel's treatiſe, wherein 
he tells you, that in caſe a child comes with 
the head foremoſt, but cannot penetrate, you 
may make a hole in it with the tops of your 
fingers, and ſo bring it out. I found now by 
experience the impoſſibility of this aſſertion, 
being forced to make uſe of all my ſtrength to 
get entrance into this membranous body with 
the extremity of my fingers, which would have 
proved an impoſſibility in a bony head, covered 
cloſe with a tough hairy 1kin, 
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OBSERVATION XXVII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Face foremqſt. 


ARCH r1th, 1671, I was ſent for to 
a ſhoemaker's wife in the pariſh of St. 
| Mederic. Upon ſearch I found the child's face 
foremoſt, ſtuck faſt in the orifice ; I anointed 
the face with butter cooled in freſh water, it 
being too ſoft before. I adviſed the mother to 


further the birth, by ſtraining downwards as 
1 often 


1 


often as ſhe found the pains coming; for with- 
out theſe all the endeavours of the woman 
are to no purpoſe, but ſerve only to weaken 
her. I told her, that we muſt let the child 
come forward in the ſame poſture it was in, 
though it would render her labour both harder 
and more tedious; yet, that notwithſtanding 
this, it was much ſafer to commit the whole to 
the ſtrength of nature, than to uſe violence or 
run the hazard of hurting the child's face, 
and eſpecially the eyes; though notwithſtand- 
ing all the imaginable caution, very few children 
that are born in this poſture, come into the 
world without their faces bruiſed : but that is 
ſoon repaired by laying cloths dipped in wine 
and oil upon it, as I told you in the third chap- 
ter of this treatiſe, This moved me to ex- 
pect the iſſue with ſome patience, which proved 
very fortunate, the child being born without 
any further trouble, or any of my aſliſtance, 
than only anointing the paſſage with butter, and 
the mother was very well, 
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OBSERVATION XXVIII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Mouth 
foremoſt. | 


ULY the 12th, 1671, I was called to a 

gentlewoman, whom I found exceſſive 
weak, and almoſt without pains to promote the 
birth. Having brought my finger into the neck, 
and thence into the inward orifice of the womb 


I found the child's mouth foremoſt, which 


made me draw back my fingers, for fear of 
doing miſchief to an eye, which may eaſily 
happen in this caſe, I was willing to ftay for 
the coming of the pains, but none appearing in 
two hours time, and her ſtrength abating con- 
fiderably, I thought it beſt to go about the de- 
livery of the woman, who conjured me almoſt 
every minute to help her of her burthen, at 
any rate, though it were by opening her belly, 
the violence of the pain ſhe felt in the womb 
and bladder being inſupportable. 

I repreſented the dangerous ſtate of her caſe 
to the ſtanders by, ſhe being a young woman, 
and the firſt time of her delivery, which by 
reaſon of the ſtraitneſs of the parts rendered the 


caſe more difficult. They all agreeing in the 
H ſame 
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ſame opinion, that I ſhould do what lay in my 
power for her delivery, and ſhe having taken 
care of her ſoul, I ſlipped my fingers (well oiled) 
into the paſſage, endeavouring to move the 
child gently, and by degrees backwards, with- 
out the leaſt violence, for fear of tearing the in- 
ward orifice, as it happened to a man-midwite 
of my acquaintance not long before. I advanced 
with my fingers by degrees, and putting one 
of them bent into the child's mouth, I preſſed 
the under jaw towards the neck and collar- 
bone; and coming at laſt towards the forehead, 
puſhed it gently from me, deſiring in the mean 
while the mother not to preſs down againſt me, 
which would have been a great impediment, 
She had ſo much ſtedfaſtnets as to follow my 
direction, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the 
pain ſhe was forced to ſuffer, which proved no 
ſmall help to me in reducing the child to the 
bottom of the womb. 

This done, I gently conveyed my fingers a- 
long the child's body in ſearch of the feet, and 
theſe being found, I brought them out and 
baptized them, Afterwards wrapping a clot! 
about the legs, I drew out the body as far as 
the ſhoulders, and then taking care to bring 
forth the arms and head, the after-burthen then 
followed with eaſe. 

The woman ſoon recovered her ſtrength af- 
ter the delivery, and did extremely well with- 
out any further inconveniency, except that the 
outward orifice of the womb was a little raw, 
2 or 


War 

or ſore, a thing not unuſual at the firſt delivery, 
which is — eaſily by a fomentation with the 
decoction of barley and chervil, mixt with ſome 
honey of roſes, to be applied five or ſix times 
a day. We alſo ordered her the juice of two 
ſour oranges, mixed with oil of ſweet-al- 
monds and ſyrup of maiden- hair two ounces 
each, the juice of oranges being very proficu- 
ous in promoting the flooding, and the oil and 
ſyrup anſwering the ſame end. The child 
was born dead. 
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OBsERVATION XXIX. 


A Delivery of the After-burthen before the 
Child, which came with the head foremeſt 
after it. 


ULY 14th, 1671, I was ſent for at nine o 

clock at night to a gentlewoman in labour, 
lodging at an attorney's in the Blind-ſtreet of 
St. Martin's, near St. Mederic. There was a 
conſultation betwixt Dr. Moreau, Mr. Bouchet, 
and me; but the laſt being called away, left the 
management of the matter to me. 'The woman 
having been troubled for three weeks ſucceſſive- 
ly with a violent flux of blood, was by this time 
grown ſo weak, that for fear of the worſt, we 
_ adviſed her to take the ſacrament ; which done, 
I brought 
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I brought my fingers into the neck of the 
womb, where the firſt thing I met with was 
the after-burthen, and the *hild's head be- 
hind it. I aſſured them, that as the labour ad- 
vanced the flooding would ceaſe, which hap- 
pened as I bad foretold ; for a fierce pain inter- 
vening, the head forcing its way thro” the af- 
ter-burthen, I delivered the child without 
much trouble, though it was dead before, the 
woman being but juſt in the eighth month of 
her bigneſs. 

After her delivery ſhe was affected with fre- 
quent ſwooning fits, which we attributing to 
ſome coagulated clods of blood remaining in 
the womb, I ſearched for them with my hand, 
but found none, and the flooding ceaſed ſoon 
after; the true cauſe of theſe ſwooning fits 
drawing their origin from the great loſs of 
blood, the poor patient being reduced to that 
degree of weaknel:, that we expected her 
death every moment, and therefore durſt not 
ſtir nor move her. After having continued 
thus without ſenſe or motion for ſome time, 
we at laſt ventured to ſhift her linnen, and 
Dr. Moreau preſcribed her proper remedies, 
and a convenient diet to revive and ſtrengthen 
her ſpirits. Firſt of all he ordered her the fol- 
lowing cordial, 

Water of bugloſs, allelujah and carduus, 
two ounces each ; al pearls, half a 
drachm ; confeckio alkermes, without muſk, 
one drachm; ſyrup of raſberries, an ounce 

and 
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and a half, to be taken by ſpoonfuls, betwixt 
the uſe of her broth made of pullets and veal, 
to be uſed frequently, but a little at a time. 
She was alſo ordered a jelly of hartſhorn, to 
ſtrengthen the parts and prevent a looſeneſs. 
The clyſters were prepared of the decoction of 
lettuces, purſlain, mallows, althea and vio- 
let leaves, mixed with honey, two ounces in 
the morning, but in the evening without ho— 
ney. For her conſtant drink ſhe uſed the de- 
coction of barley and liquoriſh, with a little 
pimpernel. By the help of theſe remedies ſhe 
recovered her health and ſtrength. 

Not long after I delivered a gentlewoman in 
St. Dennis's ſtreet, under the ſame circumſtan- 
ces, in the preſence of Dr. Lickard, a famous 
phyſician, and deacon of the faculty of Paris. 
This gentlewoman being delivered in the 
eighth month of her being with child, retain- 
ed {till a moſt violent head-ach, occaſioned by 
the exceſſive loſs of blood, which had brought 
her to death's door, ſo that ſhe received all 
the ſacraments, but was reſtored to her former 
health, without feeling any farther inconvent- 
ency after her lying: in. 
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OBSERVATION XXX. 


The Delivery of a Monſirous Birth, EY 
neither "Boy nor Girl. 


UGUST 2d, 1671, I was ſent for in the 
night time to a woman in hard labour, 

in the ſtreet De la Mortellerie, the midwife, 
tho' elſe ſkilful enough, being quite put to her 
wits end what to do. Upon ſearch I found the 
head of the child (which was dead) ſtanding 
in the birth, which they had taken care to bap- 
tize; ſo that now not being ſollicitous upon 
that account, all my care was to preſerve the 
mother. I therefore brought my fingers gent- 
ly into the paſſage, as far as I could reach, in 
order to bring out the dead carcaſs, but to my 
great ſurprize, found the head disjoined from 
the trunk, and one arm broken, which oblig- 
ed me to put in my whole hand by degrees, 
to take hold of ſome other part of the body. 
IT felt a kind of bladder, not unlike that of a 
hog, full of water, which I endeavoured to 
open with my fingers, but in vain ; and there- 
fore cutting it with a hook, about three or 
four pints of water came out of the child's 


body, the water contained in the membranes 
being 
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being voided before, I now began to conceive 
good hopes of a fafe delivery of the carcaſs, 
which I encompaſled at laſt, tho' not without 
great difficulty. I ordered a draught to be 
made of the child before I opened it; it had a 
great tumour in the lower region of the belly, 
ſix inches and a half long from one fide to the 
other, and four and a quarter broad from the 
navel down to the groin. It was ſomewhat 
elevated in the middle, and underneath it, to- 
wards the groin, appeared another tumour, 
not unlike a wart, of a circular figure, and 
the diameter the eighth part of an inch, and 
protuberating to the heighth of the twelfth 

art of an inch; when you ſqueezed it, there 
iſſued thence ſome drops of water, which made 
us imagine, that perhaps it might be an imper- 
fe& member of a boy. The navel-ſtring had 
five ſixth parts of an inch diameter, where it 
was inſerted into the child's belly. The after- 
burthen appeared natural and perfect; and the 
woman herſelf (notwithſtanding her hard la- 
bour) felt herſelf very well, and ſubje& to 
no more pain than ſhe had been in her former 
lyings in, which had been always eaſy enough. 
Thus much of the delivery. 

As to the child, we began the opening by an 
inciſion put croſs the belly; vi. We ſeparated 
the ſkin from the navel along the white ſtreak 
that runs down to the groin, and thus proceed- 
ed even to the place where the great gut ought 


to be placed, to ſee whether it might lye con- 
cealed 
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cealed there, becauſe it happens ſometimes, 
that one is obliged to make an inciſion in that 
part, to open a paſſage for the excrements; 
but we could neither diſcover anus nor cods, 
nor any outward genital parts. Then we made 
another inciſion croſs the muſcles of the bel- 
ly, to get ſight of the paunch, and to diſcover 
if poſſible, thereabouts ſome of the outward 
parts; but though we ſearched as narrowly 
as could be, we found not the leaſt figns of 
an anus, paſſage for the urine, or yard, or 
womb, or any other conveyance for the ex- 
crements either of the guts or bladder. We 
obſerved alſo the muſcles of the lower region 
of the belly, rather of a membranous than fleſhy 
ſubſtance, of a paliſh colour, as if they had 
been waſhed by the water, that had occaſioned 
the dropſy in this child. We ſearched narrow- 
ly under the ſkin and the muſcles, where the 
leſſer tumour was coherent to them, whether 
it was not the yard, but could not diſcover any 
thing like it, there being not the leaſt footſteps 
to be ſeen, of ſeminal veſſels, of the ſtones, 
paſſage of the urine, or of the womb, or any 
thing elſe which might diſcover the leaſt diffe- 

rence of ſex, which made us conjecture, that 
the child not being able to diſcharge its urine 
through the uſual paſſage, was ſeized with 
this dropſy, which alſo led us into this further 
ſpeculation, that perhaps the urine of a child 
in the womb furniſhes part of that water 


which is voided during the mother's travail. 
What 
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What confirms me in this opinion, is, that I once 
delivered a child, which being drawn out by the 
feet, and ſtopping in the paſſage with its belly, let 
a conſiderable quantity of urine, tho' in all pro- 
bability it had not drawn any breath before. 
Having taken a full view of every thing 
thus far, we alſo opened the reſt to inſpect 
alſo the interior parts of the belly. The firſt 
thing we ſaw, was the before-mentioned large 
tumour, being the bladder itſelf full of water. 
We were juſt opening it, when perceiving the 
great gut, inſtead of its natural poſition, to be 
faſtened to, and terminating into the bladder; 
we were reſolved to inveſtigate the manner 
of this inſection. The great gut appeared 
black, by reaſon of the black excrements ga- 
thered in the guts of the children in the 
womb, and which are never diſcharged till 
after the birth; theſe are ſometimes fo harden- 
ed there, that you are obliged to have recourſe 
to the oil of ſweet almonds, a little caſſia, or 
ſome ſyrups, to promote their evacuation ; 
without which the child would be bereaved of 
its nutriment. Accordingly opening the blad- 


der, there iſſued thence about a pint and a half 


of clear water, without any mixture of the 
black excrements; but pretiing the arſe-gut 
towards the bladder, a ſmall quantity of them 
appeared upon the bottom of the bladder, which 
giving us ſufficient occaſion to open that gut 
about an inch above the bladder, and to put a 
ſtile with a round head into it, the ſame made 

Its 
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its way directly without any oppolition into the 
opening thro' which the excrements had been 
ſqueezed into the bladder. The laſt being 
quite evacuated did not ſhrink or at leaſt very 
little, being very hard, and of the thickneſs 
of the eighth part of an inch, and of a whiter 
colour than uſual, occaſioned according to our 
ſentiment, by the dropſy, which thro' the ara 
chus ſpreading itſelf all over the body, cauſed 
that evacuation of the water which we told 
you iſſued from the body, after its firſt opening, 
with the hook. The exterior muſcles were 
alſo pale, and not near ſo red as the interior 
ones. The head, tho' ſeparated from the body, 
was full of blood: and at the bottom of the 
right fide of the bladder, we diſcovered certain 
fmall ſtones joined ſo cloſely to its ſubſtance, that 
we could ſcarce get them looſe ; they extended 
in length the third part of an inch, and in 
breadth an eighth part. The kidneys were 
diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral partitions, cloſed up 
in one membrane or ſkin, as we ſee in the young 
deer, which made me ſuſpect, that out of each 
of theſe partitions, the urine was conveyed into 
the pelvis, or baſon of the kidney. 

The liver appeared natural both in colour 
and ſubſtance ; which gave me occaſion to ima- 
gine, that the beforementioned dropſy, had no 
other origin, than the want of paſlage of the 
urine, which being forced back, diſperſed it- 
ſelf through the urachus into the exterior part 
of the body. 

It 


Wh 
It is a vulgar ſaying, that he watef is broken, 
when the water iſſues from the womb, tho' 
very improperly, it being the membranes that 
contain the water, and are broken 1n labour, 


We diſcovered the vreters faſtened to the blad- 


der and kidneys, and looked for the ſeminal 
veſſels, but found nothing of them, nor any 
other part belonging to progeneration, nor any 
of the veins or arteries which ſend their 
branches that way, The ſtomach and cawl 
appeared natural, and in their proper ſtations, as 
did alſo the ſpleen, but ſomewhat pale. We 
opened alſo the breaſt, and diſcovered the heart 
with its pericardium, being much more red 
than the muſcle of the inferior belly, The 


lungs were of their true colour, without any 


ſigns of a dropſy; and, to be ſhort, all the other 
parts in the th5rax, or ſuperior concavity, had 
nothing in them worth obſervation. 

According to the reckoning of the mother, 
the child was juſt ſeven months in the womb; 
ſhe had been extremely well ever ſince her ly- 
ing-in, and when Mr, Pecquet and I viſited 
her, ſhe had only ſome ſmall dropfical fymp- 
toms in her legs, wherewith ſhe was ſeized 
about three weeks before her delivery, but has 
been very well ſince. 
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OBSERVATION XXXI. 


The Delivery ef a Child preſenting the Navel- 
—_— the Hand, the Elbow, and Knee. 


PRIL the 7th, 1671, I was called to a 

FN fruiterer's wife in Pear-tree-ſtreet near 
St. Mederic's. Upon ſearch I found the navel- 
ſtring, in the neck of the womb, as likewiſe 
one hand, one elbow, and one knee, at the 
ſame time. The membranes being broken, and 
the water gone, the . paſſages were very dry, 
which put me into no ſmall conſternation, as 
it often happens to the moſt courageous men- 
midwives upon ſuch difficult occaſions. How- 
ever, I conveyed my fingers (well greaſed be- 
fore) very gently into the neck of the womb, 
and reduced the navel: ſtring back as far as I 
could within the inward orifice of the womb, 
which done, I endeavoured to do the ſame with 
the arm, charging the woman not to preſs for- 
ward ; and this alſo ſucceeding according to 
wiſh, I puſh'd the knee to one fide, till the foot 
followed, winch I drew out, and ba ptized. I 
pulled the foot nearer and nearer to me, with- 
out troubling myſelf to look for the other, when 
my hand was covered with the black excre- 
ments 


1 


ments I have ſpoken of before: I continued 


drawing the foot towards me as gently as I 


could, and the knee of the other leg appearing, 
] put it back, and ſo got hold alſo of the other 
foot. Then I wrapped cach of them ſeparately 
for fear of bruiſing them) in a thin cloth, and 
pull'd the child out to the knees, and after 
wards to the thighs and ſhoulders. After I had 
looſened them a little, I laid my hands upon 
the breaſt and neck (as has been often men- 
tioned before) but the head ſtuck ſo faſt, that I 
was forced to bring two of my fingers into the 
child's mouth, and with a great deal of trou- 
ble to the help of the child's chin, which ſtuck 
to the uttermoſt and undermoſt part of the 
neck of the womb, and thus brought forth a 
handſome girl, which was baptized in St. Me- 
deric's church. The mother did ſo well, that 
within fix days after ſhe came into her ſhop, 
and declared, That fhe had ju uffercd lefs in this, 


than in ber former, tho" natural deliveries, 
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OBSERVATION XXXII. 


The Delivery of a Monſtrous Chil with the 
Face foremoſt. 


UGUST the 25th, 1671, I was ſent 
for, betwixt ten and eleven o'clock at 
night, to deliver a woman in the pariſh of St. 
John's. Upon ſearch made, I felt two {mall 
tumors, which I conjecturing to be the child's 
eyes, I was very careful of touching the ſame, 
but ſliding along gently with my fingers ſome- 
times on one, ſometimes on tlie other fide, I 
felt divers other protuberances, which, upon 
ſtrict examination, proved to be on the hind- 
moſt part of the head, directly oppolite to the 
beforementioned little tumors. The head was 
quite flat at the top, as if the ſkull had been 
ſawed off, and without any other bones. I en- 
deavoured to draw it out, but found it a difh- 
cult taſk ; ſo that finding not the leaſt ſign of 
life, and that I could not poſlibly manage it 
alone with my hands, I conveyed with my fin- 
gers a ſtring round below the chin, in hopes to 
draw it out © thus, but to my great ſurprize it 
broke in pieces, tho” it was a very ſtrong one. 
However, I had advanced ſo far by the help of 


the 


Bu 
the ſtring, that I brought it quite out not 
long after. 

It proved a ſtrange monſtrous child, ſo that 
the midwife, and others who ſaw it, were highly 
ſurprized at it. The head was no bigger than a 
large tennis-court- ball, with a round agreeable 
viſage, but quite flat on the top, having only 
a black ſpot inſtead of the ſkull. It had two 
ears, on each fide one, but ſhaped like thoſe of 
apes, except that they did not ſtand upright, 
but hung downwards, like dogs ears, and were 
ſurrounded with a reddiſh hair, (like thoſe of 
an ox) an inch and a half long : behind the 
ears were two protuberancies on each fide, like 
the horns of a calf. Thus there was ſcarce 
any thing of true human ſhape in the head, 
Wt it were the face, which would have been 
very handſome, had it not been for the eyes, 
which were alſo very much miſhaped. It was 
a girl, and delivered in the ſeventh month of 
the mother's bigneſs. After the breaking of the 
membranes, the water came in ſuch quantity, 
that it ran through the bed upon the floor; 
and after the bringing out of the after-burthen, 
there followed a quart more (detained hitherto 
among the membrancs) with ſuch clods of 
blood, as I had not ſeen for a conſiderable time 
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OBsERVATION XXXIII. 
The Delivery of a Woman in meſt violent Fits, 


UGUST 21ſt, 1671, I was ſent for to a 

woman afflicted with moſt violent epilep- 
tic fits, living at the foot of the bridge of our 
Lady in St. Mederic's pariſh. At the deſire of 
Dr. Mathon, a phyſician of the faculty of Paris, 
to ſearch the woman, I brought my fingers in- 
to the neck of the womb, and I found he in- 
ner orifice opened only to the bigneſs of a good 
ſix-pence. Hereupon it was thought adviſeable 
to adminiſter phlebotomy in the foot, which 
being done accordingly by Mr. Lombart, my 
brother ſurgeon, the fits ceaſed, and the wo- 
man recovered her ſenſes, but within a minute 
they returned again. By this time Dr. Moreau 
coming to our aſſiſtance, we went into a con- 
ſultation what was beſt to be done, the reſult 
whereof was, that a clyſter ſhould be applied, 
made of the decoction of the emollient herbs, 
mixt with half an ounce of the elef7uarium bene- 
dicti laxativii, three ounces of honey, and two 
ounces of oil of ſweet almonds : after this, 
to let blood in the arm, and give the patient 
@ cordial of carduus- water, ten ounces ; of the 
con- 


it 


confection of hyacinths, a drachm; and ſyrup 
of lemons two ounces, for two doſes. 

But all theſe remedies not producing any 
conſiderable alteration, it was judged abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to proceed to the delivery of the 
woman. Our reſolution being communicated 
to her huſband, and the danger of his wife, 
he defired that nothing might be left undone 
that might contribute towards the ſaving of her 
life; ſo I undertook the taſk under condition, 
That all there preſent ſhould engage to clear me of 
the aſperfions that might perhaps be caſt upon me, 
in caſe the woman ſhould die during the operation. 
Unto which they replied, That as they hoked up- 
on the patient as a dead woman, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to undertake the operation, and would 
therefore bring no blemiſh upon my reputation. 80 
to work I went, and the poor woman being 
without ſenſe or motion, like a dead carcaſs, I 
laid her croſs the bed. My hands being very 
well greaſed with freſh butter, I conveyed my 

fingers along the neck of the womb to its inner 
orifice, which finding ſomething more opened 
than in the morning, I put two of my fingers, 
one after another, into the inward orifice, and 
ſo dilating it by degrees, brought in the third 
finger, and ſtretching further, introduced at laſt 
the fourth, when forming them in the ſhape of 
a ſpeculum matricis, or ſcrew, I extended the 
orifice with great caution, for fear of bruiſing 
the parts, till at laſt getting my hand within 
14 the 
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the womb (which was very large) I found the 
child ſwimming within its membranes. Having 
broken them with my fingers, whilſt the water 
was coming out, I felt for one of the feet, which 
falling into my hand immediately, whilſt J was 
feeling for the other, I met with the navel-ſtring, 
which giving me opportunity to diſcover that 
the child was ſtill alive, by the beating of the 
arteries (or pulſe), I brought the foot out im- 
mediately, and wrapping it in a cloth, pulled 
it more towards me; and moving my hand 
higher up towards the knee, I diſcovered the 
ſhin-bone of the other leg, lying croſs the firſt 
leg, which I puſhed gently backwards to get 
room for the other to bring it out, and fo drew 
them out both together; for had I uſed the 
leaſt violence in pulling out the firſt leg alone, 
I ſhould have broken that which lay acroſs ; 
to prevent which, fingular caution ought to be 
uſed in ſuch like caſes. | 

Whilſt I was employed in delivering of the 
woman, the doctors frequently felt her pulſe, 
to be ſatisfied concerning her ſtrength, which 
began to be very low. In the bringing out of 
the feet I took eipecial care to keep the child's 
body in a {ſtrait line, and to turn the toes (as 
much as could be done towards the fundament 
of the woman ; though the ſame is not to 
be effected at all times, and that for two rea- 
ſons ; fir/?, when the child is exceeding big; 
and ſecondly, when the womb is too ſmall 
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and cloſe. In which two caſes it is not always 
feaſible. 

brought out the child as far as to the head, 
which ſticking in the neck of the womb, the 
mother was ſeized with à moſt violent fit, which 
continuing for above half a quarter of an hour, 
killed the child. After the fit was over I pro- 
ceeded with all imaginable care, and now being 
ſenſible that no further harm could be done to 
the child, I brought my fingers into its mouth, 
and ſo pulling by the under jaw, whilſt I put my 
other hand to the neck; I at laſt accompliſh'd 
the delivery, but was forced to make uſe of all 
my ſtrength to encompaſs it; tho' at the ſame 
time I would have you take this as a rule in 
theſe nice operations, that circumſpection 
and judgment have the greateſt ſhare in them. 
The next thing to be done was to bring forth 
the after-barthen, which follow'd without much 
trouble as it happens frequently in theſe caſes, 
where you have occaſion to further the birth 
with your hand in the womb, as has been men- 
tion'd before ; and ſo it happened with this wo- 
man, for tho' the lower part thereof was faſt- 
ned to the bottom of the womb on the right 
fide, yet guiding my fingers along the nave 
ſtring, 1 looſen'd the ſame in a minute. 

All this while our patient remained ſenſeleſs, 
which continued above twelve hours after her 
delivery. The next morning having a little re- 
covered her ſenſes, I aſked her, Whether ſhe 


would be delivered? She anſwer'd, Yes. But when 
I 


= 323. 1 | 
I told her, That it was done already, ſhe de- 
clared, That ſhe knew nothing of 1t no mere they 
of the fits ſhe had lad. She did very well dur- 
ing her lying-1n, except that ior the firſt twelve 
days ſhe was ſomewhat feverith, but aſter- 
wards mended apace, and was pretty healthy, 
tho' this was her firſt child, and ſhe had been 
always very ſickly beforc. 


672727... 


OBSERVAT TON XXXIV. 
The Delivery of a putriſy d Child. 


Eptember 5th, 1671, I was called to a gen- 
x J tlewoman, the wife of one belonging to 
the king's houſhold, ſuſpecting herſelf to be 
big with child, Her midwife being of opi- 
nion that ſhe was not, I deſired they ſhould fend 
for Dr. Doutee, a learned phyſician of the fa- 
culty of Paris, who aſking my opinion, whe- 
ther I thought the gentlewoman with child or 
not; I anſwer'd, yes; and the Doctor agree- 
ing in the fame ſentiment, we did not think fit 
to have her let blood in the foot, which was 
urged by the midwife, upon ſuppoſition, that 
ſhe was not with child. 

Inſtead thereof, Dr. Doutee order'd a pur- 


gation of the decoction. of two drachms of 
ſena 
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ſena leaves, mixt with an ounce of ſyrup of 
rhubarb, which gave ſome relief for that 
time. But within a month after, being ſeized 
with a moſt violent pain about the region of 
the kidneys, and in the belly, ſhe ſent for 
another midwife, who told her, that the mem- 
branes appear'd in the neck of the womb, of 
about the bigneſs of a penny loaf. According- 
ly the membranes breaking, and the water fol- 
lowing, the midwife aſſured her, that the in- 
ward orifice of the- womb was now of the 
bigneſs of half a crown ; whereupon I being 
{ent for, ſhe told me, that ſhe believed ſhe was 
not with child, becauſe ſhe had had her regular 
monthly courſes ; beſides that, I remembered, 
it was the opinion of her former midwife, that 
ſhe was not with child. 

But upon ſearch having conveyed my fore- 
finger into the neck of the womb, I found the 
inward orifice very much ſunk ; ſo that being 
forced to guide my finger along the arſe-gut, 
I felt a leg as far as to the knee: I took hold 
of it with my fingers, which, without the leaſt 
violence, remained in my hands torn from the 
body, which ſufficiently convinced me, that the 
child was dead and putrify'd, being no bigger 
than the thigh of a large frog. 

It was thought fit to ſend once more for Dr. 
Doutee, who being convinced that the child 
was dead, adviſed, that it ought to be expelled. 

It was therefore agreed, that a clyſter ſhould 


be applied of the common decoction, in which 
alſo 
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alſo ſhould be boited one wild cucumber, and 
one coloquinth apple, with the additions of 
one ounce of the electuarium diaphenicum, 
This clyſter proved fo ſucceſsful, that the en- 
ſuing pains forced forward the 13 part 
of the child, which being quite putrify'd, af- 
forded a very nauſeous ſcent. In caſe the cly- 
ſter had not anſwered our intention, we intend- 
ed to have applied a ſuppoſitory made of oxes 
gall; we repeated the ſame clyſter, but with- 
out any manifeſt effect; ſhe was extremely 
weak, occaſioned by the exceflive loſs of blood, 
which not ceaſing as yet, I brought my fingers 
in, and found the inward orifice very hard 
and inflamed. I did all I could to dilate the 
ſaid orifice (being a quarter of an inch thick) 
and advanced very far with my fingers to 
reach the after-burthen, ſuſtaining the child's 
belly all the while with my left hand. With a 
great deal of trouble I at laſt brought it out, 
but by piece- meals, there remaining alſo a piece 
of the bigneſs of a nut behind, but being ſe- 
parated before from the womb, the flooding 
ceaſed; ſo I let the patient take ſome reſt, 
who, by this exceſſive evacuation, was reduced 
ſo low, that in caſe it had not been ſtopp'd, 
as it was, by the ſeparation of the after-bur- 
then, ſhe muſt have infallibly died. 

I ſhewed the clods of blood and after-bur- 
then to Dr. Doutee, who ordered her not to be 
diſturbed all that day. The next day being 


ſunday, a clyſter was applied, made of the 
common 


I 

common decoction, with two ounces of ho- 
ney. About noon a fætid matter iſſuing out 
of the womb, we applied a fomentation and 
injection, made of barley and chervil, a hand- 
ful each. 'The next following night ſhe repoſed 
pretty well, without any ſymptoms of a fever, 
but complained of pains in the belly and hips, 
which we attributed to a flatulent humour ; 
ſhe aſked for ſome victuals, which we denied 
her, but ſhe made bold towards evening, at 
five of the clock, with a good cup of broth, 
with bread in it. On Tueſday ſhe had the för- 
mer clyſter repeated, but we preſcribed ano- 
ther injection of the decoction of wild cucum- 
ber roots and of agrimony, with three ounces 
in a quart of centaury water. We purſued 
the ſame method two days longer, which re- 
ſtored our patient ſo effectually, chat ſhe left 
the bed in a few days after. 
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OBSERVATION XXXV. 


The Delivery of a Child, preſenting the upper 
Part of the Thigh. 


Eptember 22d, 1671, being ſent for to a poor 
waſher-woman in the ſtreet of John de 
PEpiko in the pariſh of St. Mederic, I found 
every thing leading towards a delivery, the 
membranes being broken, and the water gone. 
Notwithſtanding which the woman thought of 
nothing but death, and would needs ſend for 
her confeſſor, tho' by the pulſe of the arteries 
of the navel-ſtring I was well convinced that 
the child was alive. The child came with the 
upper part of the thigh foremoſt ; but having 
found means to bring it back gradually into the 
womb, I guided my hand along the leg to the 
foot, which I brought out and baptized ; then 
wrapping a cloth about the leg, I drew it to- 
wards me gently to the thigh and buttock, 
when the other leg alſo began to appear, reſt- 
ing upon the child's belly. I pulled ſtill on 
by the leg I had brought out before, till the 
whole body followed, whence it is caſy to 
gueſs, that it is not always neceſſary to put 


the hand into the womb to get out the ſe- 
cond 
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cond foot, unleſs it were, that (as has been 
told before) the ſaid leg ſhould lie acroſs, in 
which caſe you would break it, if you ſhould 
draw too ſtrong by the firſt foot. But with- 
out this, or ſuch like an accident, the man- 
midwife need not faſten a ſtring to the leg, 
the ſame being not to be done withoul great 
pain to the mother, and conſequently not to 
be put in practice but in caſe of neceſſity, tho 
it is unqueſtionably more eaſy, and requires 
leis ſtrength, to pull a broadiſh linnen ſtring, 
than the leg itſelf : but it ought to be obſerv- 
ed, that this method 1s prejudicial both to 
the mother and child, the bladder and ſome 
other adjacent parts being in great danger of 
being torn, and by the violent pulling the 
child's leg may be broken, or the foot quite 
torn off, whereof I knew ſome inſtances ; it 
being eaſy to be imagined, that ſince after they 
have faſtened the ſtring to the leg, they gene- 
rally bring it back into the womb, to find out 
the other ; all which can't be done without 
violence and bruiſing of the paſſages, all which 
may be avoided, if 3 you make uſe only of your 
hands. 

After having pulled out the child to the 
ſhoulders, I found them ſo broad, that I was 
forced to guide my hand along the arm to the 
elbow, and ſo looſening it and one of the ſhoul- 
ders, left the other in the paſſage, till it came 
forth along with the head, holding one hand 
upon the breaſt, the other on the neck: it 
proved 
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proved a lively girl, without any blemiſh, 
The mother took a little oil of olives, and 
uſed every day an emollient and cooling cly- 
ſter, which are very proper in ſuch caſes. 
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OBSERVATION XXXVI. 


Of a Miſcarriage of a Feztus two Months old. 


CTOBER 23d, 1671, I was called to a 
entlewoman ready to mitcarry of a fœtus 

of two months old. I found it ſtill encloſed in 
the membranes, which I opened at the deſire 
of Dr. Pecquet of the faculty of Montpelier. 
The fetus had the reſemblance of a bee. The 
gth of the ſame month I ſav/ juſt ſuch another, 
coming from a gentlewoman of Antwerp. We 
perceived a ſlender ſpeck in the membrane, 
called the Amnios, of the bigneſs of a good pea, 
and ſome ſmall veins, terminating on the ſaid 
membrane. Dr. Pecquet judged it to be no na- 
tural or compleat fœtus, but rather a monſter, 
tho' the navel-ſtring was faſtened to the after- 
burthen, and the eyes, noſe and mouth were 
diſcernible thro' the membranes. The mother 
did very well; it being obſervable, that in 
theſe ſorts of miſcarriages, there is ſcarce any 


occaſion for a man-midwife or midwife, unlets 
in 
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in caſe of an exceſſive flux of blood (which 
happens ſometimes) or that the after-burthen 


' ſhould ſtay behind. 
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OBSERVATION XXXVII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the nee fore- 


mioſt. 


Ovember gth, 1671, I was called to a wo- 
man in St. Martin's ſtreet. The time of 
her reckoning being not quite come, I ſearched 
her, and finding the child's knee foremoſt, 
puſhed it back to get hold of the foot, which I 
pulled out and baptized ; then wrapping a cloth 
about the leg above the ankle, I pulled towards 
me, and the other leg reſting upon the belly, 
it followed with the buttocks, and the whole 
body afterwards, without much dithculty, 
"Tis worth obſervation, that when the child 
comes with the breech foremoſt, there appears 
ſome black excrements, called meconum, as we 
told you before. But this never happening tul 
after the breaking of the membranes, and the 
coming out of the water, it ſeems probable, 
that theſe excrements are preſſed downwards 
by the breath of the child, as ſoon as it is ſen- 
fible of the circum- ambient air. Mr. Viardel 
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in his Treatiſe of Midwifery, ſays, That the 
appearance of theſe excrements before the child 
is born, is an infallible fign of its being dead. 
But as I have frequently experienced the con- 
trary, I am of opinion, he aſſerted this poſiti- 
on upon the credit of ſuch authors as write 
much more than they have ſeen; whereas it 
would be much more for the benefit of the 
public, eſpecially in ſuch caſes as thoſe, if no- 
thing were publiſhed but what is founded up- 
on good and unqueſtionable credit and expe- 
rience. 

I drew the child towards me to the armpits, 
and having looſened the arm with my tingers, 
I laid my left hand upon the breaſt, and the 
right on the neck, and ſo pulling forward in a 
direct line, compleated the delivery. I tied 
the navel- -ſtring two inches diſtance from the 
beily, and once more two inches further to- 
wards the womb-cake, and ſo cut it thro' in 
the middle, as we have told you before. I took 
particular notice whether any blood iſſued out 
of the extremities, and conſequently whether 
theſe knots were well tied, a thing too often 
neglected by midwives ; which done, I brought 
forth the after-burthen. 

It is further to be obſerved, that the after- 
burthen, or womb-cake (as the country wo- 
men call it) is oftentimes joined to the womb, 
tho' not always in the ſame place. Nature, as 
it ſeems, not limiting itſelf to any certain rule 
in this caſe; ſometimes it is either quite looſe, 

or 
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or ſcarce joined, when it follows with eaſe by 
the leaſt pull of the navel-ſtring, and comes 
off from the bottom or fides of the womb, as 

_ dough does from a board well ſtrewed with 
flower; but in caſe it is more cloſely joined, 
it is as troubleſome to be removed thence, as it 
is with a piece of dough from a table, that 
has not been ſtrewed before with flour, 
which muſt be brought off by pieces. Juſt thus 
it procceds with the after-burthen ; and what 
is not to be removed from, or remaining cloſe 
to the womb, is generally voided afterwards 
with the flooding, or brought to a ſuppuration 
by the milk fever; which is alſo the reaſon that 
the flooding has ſometimes an ill ſcent, without 
any other inconveniency to the woman, 

Whence it is, that men-midwives and mid- 
wives ought to act with circumſpeCtion in re- 
ference to the after-burthen; for in caſe the 
ſame is looſe, it follows by the leaſt pulling of 
the navel-ſtring ; but in caſe it is cloſely joined 
to the womb, you muſt take care not to pull 
the ſtring with the leaſt violence, for fear of 
inverting the bottom of the womb, which - 
following the after-burthen, would prove mor- 
tal to the woman ; wherefore in this laſt caſe, 
it is the ſafeſt way to convey your hand gent- 
ly into the womb and looſen the after-burthen, 
which being done, you may pull without any 
further danger or fear. | 

Some years ago I ſaw an inſtance of this 


kind in Lombard-ſtreet, where a gentlewoman 
K 2 loſt 
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loſt her life thus, by the ignorance of a mid- 
wife, who not minding that the after-burthen 
was cloſely faſtened to the womb, and bein 

for diſpatching the delivery, pulled with ſuch 
violence by the navel-ſtring, that the bottom 
of the womb followed the after-burthen. Had 
the been ſenſible of the inverſion of the womb, 
and brought it back in an inſtant with her 
hand, the poor woman might {till have been 
faved, but now died by her midwife's 1gno- 
rance. I'thought fit to inſert this account to 
ſerve as a warning to midwives, not to act 
with ſo much violence, but rather with ma- 
ture deliberation and judgment. 
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OBSERVATION XXXVIII. 


The Delivery of a Woman that had hurt herſclf, 
and afterwards died of the Small Pox. 


Ovember 1oth,. 1071, ] was ſent for to 
a gentlewoman in the Horle-Market, 
She had had a fall the day before in her ſhop, 
and fince that, felt a continual pain all over 
her body, tho' ſhe did not take to her bed. She 
had been with child about ſeven months, and 
told me, that about two months before, ſhe 
tumbled into a cellar, but without taking 


any 
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any harm at that time, but now complained of 
a moſt violent pain in her hips. I deſiring 
the advice of a phyſician, Dr. Govet of the 
faculty of Paris was teat for, who ordered the 
opening oi a vein in the arm and a clyſter, 
which being done, and the laſt repeated, but 
without producing any alteration, a third cly- 
fler was preſcribed of the emollient herbs, 
with an ounce of mon ſalt, three ounces 
of honey, and a ipoonful of vinegar, which 
did very well. The night betwixt Monday 
and Tueſday proved excethve painful to the pa- 
tient. The next morning the pulſe beating ve- 
ry quick, ſhe was let blood a ſecond time. But 
the pain continuing, and the patient imagining 
ſhe might be bruiſed within, I gave her, at her 
requeſt, a plaiſter made of Burgundy pitch, 
roſin and wax equal parts, mixed with a little 
oil of roſes. The fame oil we alſo applied 
to the painful part. This made the pain move 
a little, which ſpreading itſelf all over the 
belly, the child appeared in the birth, and 
was delivered with the next pain, being fol- 
lowed by the after-burthen, about ſix o'clock 
in the evening. 

For ſome time after ſhe complained of no 
pain, but the ſame ſoon returning with more 
violence than ever, continued thus the whole 
night, betwixt Tueſday and Wedneſday; fo 
ſhe was let blood a third time in the arm, 
againſt my advice, though ſhe flooded ſuffi- 


ciently. 
X 2 It 


( 134 J 

It was then thought adviſeable to call into 
our conſultation Dr. Puylon the elder, the 
eldeſt deacon of the faculty of Paris, and a 
very noted phyſician. He comforted the pa- 
tient, telling her, That he hoped ſhe would do 
wery well; and ordering another phlebotomy 
in the arm, the ſame was performed accord- 
ingly in the preſence of the phyſicians. The 
next evening ſhe was let blood in the foot, 
having repoſed pretty well the night betwixt 
Weds Jeſday and Thurſday. That day and 
the following, ſhe was without either pain or 
fever; but the night betwixt Friday and Sa- 
turday, both returned more violent than be- 
fore. However, the Saturday paſſed indiffe- 
rently well with her, but on Sunday morning 
we diſcovered certain puſtules like thoſe of 
the meaſles or ſmall- pox, with a black, or ra- 
ther purple ring about her eyes, ſhewing the 
malignancy of her diſtemper, which was ſuch, 
that there appeared a mortification of the 
fleſh in thoſe parts of the arm and foot where 
ſhe had lately been let blood. She was very 
bad the night betwixt Sunday and Monday. 
The fever continued, tho' the pain in the hips, 
which had been very vehement hitherto, was 
ſomewhat abated. Another conſultation was 
held betwixt the beforementioned phy ficians ; 
the reſult whereof was, That there was no 
hopes of ber lije. Accordingly the died the 
lame evening about five o'clock. 
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OBSERVATION XXXIX. 


The Delivery of a Woman, who had been af 
flicted nineteen Days with a violent Flux of 
Blood. 


Ovember 16th, 1671, I was ſent for to a 

entlewoman in the ſtreet of Guene- 
gand, in St. Andrew's pariſh. I found her 
without either ſenſe or motion, having been 
afflicted with a violent flux of blood nineteen 
days ſucceſſively, which was increaſed within 
the laſt twenty-four hours, in ſpite of all the 
remedies preſcribed by Dr. Lickard, phyſi- 
cian of the faculty of Paris, and Dr. de Ter- 
re, ſecond phyſician to the king. Dr. Lickard 
had at his firſt coming adviſed her immediate 
delivery, as the only means of preſerving her 
life, but the woman oppoſed it as long as ſhe 
had any ſenſe left. Notwithſtanding which, 
Dr. Lickard perſiſted in his opinion, telling 
the woman, That in caſe ſhe was not forth- 
with delivered, ſhe muſt expett nothing but pre- 
ſent death, giving at the ſame time this cau- 
tion to the ſtanders by, That though he would 
not engage for her life, ſince ſhe had /taid ſo long, 
yet that all the hopes that was left, was in her 
ſpeedy delivery, 
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Accordingly I being ſent for, and urged to 
haſten as much as poſſibly I could, I under-. 
took the taſk, under condition that they would 

vindicate my reputation againſt the aſperiions 
that might be made in caſe the woman 
ſhould die under my hands ; whereupon Dr, 
Lickard telling me, That there would not be 
the leaſt ground for aſpe! eon, they being all eye- 
eertneſſes of the dangerous condition of the do- 
man, I brought my fingers into the paſſage, 
and found the inward orifice quite ſtopped 
up by the after-burthen. It was fplit in the 
middle as far as to the membranes, which 
being ſtill entire, and the water coming out 
after wards, gave me the better opportunity 
of turning the child, which I pulled out by 
the feet, but dead (by reaſon of the exceſſive 
flux of the blood) without the leaſt violence, 
the paſſages being all very much relaxed, as it 
commonly happens i in all women afflicted with 
ſuch fluxes. 

Hereupon the patient 6 her ſenſes, 
every one began to conceive hopes of her life, 
but this laſted not long; for ſhe no ſooner 
had taken a cup of broth, but ſhe ſwooned 
again, and remained without ſenſe or motion, 
but had frequent convulſions, the certain fore- 
runners in this, as well as all other ſuch like 
exceſſive evacuations of blood, of the utmoſt 
loſs of ſpirits and ſtrength in the patient, as 
it happened in this woman, who died not 
long after; wherefore, in ſuch caſes as this, 


the 
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the delivery ought to be diſpatched with all 
poſſible ſpeed, without which the woman muſt 
expect nothing but preſent death. Of this 1 
have ſeen divers inſtances in the hoſpital of 
Paris, where I officiated as man-midwife ma- 
ny years, in conjunction with M. de la Cuiſſe, 
and Mr. Bouchet's ſon-in-law, unto whom 
I acknowledge myſelf infinitely obliged for 
their directions and good advice upon many 
_ occaſions. And as the firſt has given a thou- 

ſand proofs of his ability in this city, and Mr. 
Bouchet not very long ago in delivering the 

acen of Poland, ſo it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that the public have ſuſtained a great loſs 
by the death of theſe two great profeſſors in 
their art. 

But to return to our purpoſe. The body of 
this gentiewoman was opened (in the abſence 
of Dr. Lickard and myſelf) to fee whether 
there were not any miſcarriage in the deli- 
very. We had, notwithſtanding theſe unfair 
dealings, the good fortune to eſcape the cen- 
ſures of the envious world ; a certain lady, 
the wife of the greateſt phyſician of our age 
(though unknown to me) and a noted man- 

midwife and ſurgeon of our company (who 
were preſent) being entirely ſatisfied in our 
proceedings, becauſe they found the womb 
entire and clean 1n all its parts, and all the 
veſſels quite exhauſted of blood, by the long 
continued flux: I muſt confeſs myſelf infi- 
nitely obliged to this lady, who was pleaſed 
| to 
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to give me ſuch ſignal proofs of her humani- 
ty and impartiality, without which I might 
have lain under heavy aſperſions, there being 
a certain ſort of envious people, who delight 
in back-biting and reviling every thing, though 
never ſo well performed, if an unfortunate 
accident (though never ſo unavoidable) gives 
them the. leaſt occaſion of ſlandering others: 
for it is certain, had they found the leaſt par- 
ticle of coagulated blood in the inward ori- 
fice of this woman, they would infallibly 
have made it the occaſion of her death, though 
ſhe had the pangs of death upon her before I 
touched her. This is therefore the reaſon why 
many among the men-midwives refuſe to med- 
dle with ſuch dangerous caſes, though I can- 
not approve their conduct, which being con- 
trary to the rules preſcribed by God, they 
ouꝑht not to prefer their reputation before the 
public good, but truſt to God Almighty's 
protection. 
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OBSERVATION XI. 


The Delivery of a Monſtrous Child. 


OVEMBER the 21ſt, 1671, I was ſent 
| for todeliver a woman in the Oak-ſtreet, 
Upon ſearch I found the child to preſent its 
neck to the birth; whereupon I conveyed the 
fingers of my right hand (well greaſed) gently 
into the womb, and turning the child, brought 
it out by the feet (as has been mentioned before) 
as likewiſe the after-burthen. The child was 
born dead, and of a monſtrous ſhape. 

This child had on the back part of the head 
a kind of a friar's cap, of about four inches long, 
rather roundiſh than pointed. The membranes 
choricon and amnios were joined to the right fide 
of the head juſt behind the temples, of the 
breadth of half an inch, and to the womb-cake 
in its whole circumference. On the ſame fide, 
above and behind the ear, was an excreſcency 
like a ſmall horn, of the length of half an inch, 
or ſomething more. On the other ſide there 
was ſuch another, but riſing ſomewhat higher, 
and betwixt both a muſculous fleſh, without 
any appearance of brains, 
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The ears were very large for a child of ſeven 
months: the crown of the head very hairy, 
the forehead low and flat, the eyes cloſed up, 
and much miſhaped. 

The noſe was exceeding flat; the upper lip 
ſplit to the noſe, like a hair-lip, which made 
the face look very hideous, though the chin 
was natural enough. | 

The right arm was alſo not miſhaped, except 
that the finger next to the little one, or the 
third to begin from the thumb, was wanting 
in the hand; the left arm was ſhorter than the 
other, and crooked at g cibow. 

The navel-ſtring anc after-burthen were as 
they ought to be, except that the membranes 
were joined to the head. Both the thighs were 
natural, but both the feet turned with the tocs 
backwards. | 

It is almoſt incredible what ſtrange varieties 
are obſerved in nature in the procreation of 
mankind, 

I was about the ſame time deſired by Mr. 
Corbeau, my brother ſurgeon, to viſit a woman 
who reckoned herſelf two or three months with 
child, and had juſt then miſcarried of a certain 
ſubſtance like the frog- ſeed, but reſembling 
in ſhape our garden ſtrawberries, weighing a- 
bout three or tour pounds. 

Since that time I was called to a certain gen- 
tlewoman lately come irom London, where hav- 
ing been under the care of the famous phyſician 
and man-midwite, Dr. Maumen, ſhe had always 

| been 
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been told by him, That ſhe was nct with child, 
as indeed ſhe was not. But living now in the 
ſtreet of Maubec, and being ſeized with a vio- 
lent flux of blood, I was ſent for, and upon 
ſearch found the inner orifice of the womb 
open; I aſked her, Whether ſhe had had any 
advice Before? She told me, That ſhe had been 


let blood by the directions of Dr. Merſenna, one of 


the oldeſt phyfictans of the faculty of Paris; fince 
which ſhe was affiifted with a moſt violent pain. 
There was a midwite there before me, but ſhe 
having already done what ſhe could, J brought 
my finger (well greaſed with oil of ſweet al- 
monds) into the neck of the womb, and found 
the inner oriſice much inflamed, either by ſome 
violent touch, or the S of the blood, 
or by a ſharp clyſter the midwife had applied, 
which often occaſions dangerous ſymptoms. 
Advancing with my finger further into the 
womb, I felt a ſoft ſubſtance cloſely adhering 
to the inward orifice, which I ſuppoſing to be 
the after-burthen, I ſeparated the adjoining 
parts from the orifice, without bruifing it, when 
part of this ſoft ſpungy ſubſtance breaking off 
from the reſt, I brought out a piece of the big- 
neſs of a walnut. And the pains continuing, 
I pulled out a great part of this ſtrange ſub- 
ſtance, which appeared full of fibres, and white 
bladders full of water, gliſtering like cr yital, 
and in ſhape not unlike our white currants. The 
quantity I brought forth weighed about two 
pounds; being in its ſubſtance not unlike the 
iced 
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ſeed of frogs. Whilſt my right hand was with- 
in the womb, I put the left to the woman's* 
belly to puſh the womb downwards, which 
was of the bulk of a loaf of two or three 
pounds. | 
I defired this ſubſtance to be kept as long as 
they could, and took part of it home with me, 
which I ſhewed to Dr. Auzon and others, who 
were much ſurprized thereat : it turned after 
ſome time to water. The woman was very 
well till within a month after her delivery, when 
about the time of her monthly courſes, ſhe 
was ſeized again with a flux of blood, which 
was ſoon ſtopt; and the ſame thing happening 
again about a month after, we judged the ſame 
to be her ordinary courſes, and ſhe has been 
very well ſince. She was much addicted to a 
hot and ſpicy diet, which I did forbid her. 


FFF 


OBSsERVATION XILI. 


De Delivery of a Woman troubled with a violent 
Flux of Blood. 


EBRUARY the 16th, 1672, I was 

called to a gentlewoman in Lombard- 
ſtreet, in S. James's pariſh, who being very 
big with child, was ſeized with a violent flux 
of blood, I ordered her a clyſter, and then 
let her blood in the arm, which ſtopt the flux 
till the next day. Upon ſearch made, I found 
the inner orifice of the womb opened to the 
bigneſs of a French half-crown piece, Two 
days after the flux returning, ſhe became ſo 
weak that I adviſed her to receive the ſacra- 
ment, which being performed, and the confeſ- 
for, her mother, and huſband, earneſtly intreat- 
ing me to deliver the child in order to its bap- 
tiſm ; I laid the woman, (now without ſenſe or 
motion) a-crols the bed, deſiring that no body 
would ſtay in the room, except the midwife 
and nurſe, 

Then grealing my fingers with freſh butter 
for their more caſy paſſage, I brought thoſe of 
the right hand into the neck of the womb, 
which being full of clods of coagulated blood, 


I brought them out by handfulls, and laid them 
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up in a diſh. This done, I conveyed my fore- 
finger into the inward orifice of the womb, and 
another ſoon after, and ſo ſpreading them by 
degrees, made a kind of a ſcrew ; and the in- 
ner orifice being thas dilated, I put my whole 
hand into the womb, where the firſt thing I 
felt was the after-burthen, I ſeparated it gent- 
ly from the inner orifice into which it adhered, 
and advancing higher up with my hand to 
the membranes chorzon and amnics, J open- 
ed them with my fingers, and taking hold of 
the child's feet, drew them out and baptized 
them. 

Then looking after the after-burthen, I found 

a piece miſſing of the breadth of four inches, 
which I no ſooner brought away, but the wo- 
man revived 1n an inſtant, and told us herſelf, 
That ſhe felt herſelf pretty well, But ſhe was 
no ſooner laid in her bed, and her linen changed, 
but the fell again into a ſwoon ; I gave hera 
little wine, but ſhe vomited it up again with 
great anxiety, occaſioned by the vapours ariſ- 
ing from the womb ; after that ſhe began to 
incline to ſleeping. 1 ſearched her once more, 
whether there might be any coagulated blood 
behind, but found nothing but a kind of a plait 
in the neck of the womb, which at firſt I miſ- 
took for ſome remnant of the after- burthen, 
but upon a more ſtrict ſearch, found the ſame 
to be a relaxation only of the membranes of 
the neck of the womb. Dr. Biendiſant, a phy- 
fician of the faculty of Paris, being called to my 
3 | aſſiſtance, 
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aſſiſtance came in by this time, when it was 
agreed to allow the patient a ſmall quantity of 
food, as not being able to digeſt much in fo 
weak a condition. The next day we found her 
pretty well, and allowed her a little wine, ſhe 
having been uſed to it before : but the Wed- 
neſday after diſcovering a defluxion upon her 
breaſt, we again forbid the uſe of it. She was 
reftored to her health by the care of Dr. 
Biendiſant. 


Acc 


OBSERVATION XLII. 
The Delivery of a Child with the ear foremeſt. 
ARCH the 12th, 1672, I was ſent for 


to a gentlewoman in the Mint-ſtreet in 
St. James's pariſh : upon ſearch I found the in- 
ner orifice of the womb opened to the bigneſs of 
a large French crown-piece, and of a circular 
figure. The membranes being broken within 
two or three days, but not perceiving any pains 
at that time, I went home, but was call'd again 
in a few hours after. Putting my finger into 
the paſſage, I found the inner orifice of the 
womb ſuthciently opened, fo that having anoint- 
ed them well with butter, I brought in my 
whole hand to diſcover what part of the child 
L was 
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[ 146 J 
was foremoſt, which I did, but with a great 
deal of trouble, it being no eaſy taſk to diftin- 
guiſh whether the mouth, the ear or the breech 
is foremoſt. Upon which occaſion I will give 
you however theſe few obſervations. 

When the mouth comes foremoſt, you feel 
either the lips, gums or tongue. If the breech, 
you may diſcover it by the extremity of the 
great gut, Which is very ſoft; but the ſureſt 
ſign is, when after the opening of the mem- 
branes, there follows black excrements. The 
ear is diſtinguiſh'd by a certain firm adherency 
to the head, and its touch diſtinguiſhable from 
the other two; which made me alſo diſcover 
at this time, that the child preſented the ear 
foremoſt, under which lay the arm. 

I did all I could to remove it thence, without 
which I ſhould have found it very difficult to 
make room for my hand to ſearch after the 
feet. The head was the next to the paſlage, 
but not being able to take hold of it, I was 
| forc'd to let my hand advance as deep into the 
womb as I could, betwixt the left fide of the 
womb and the child's body. I ſeparated the 
membranes from the child, and coming in reach 
of one of the buttocks, 1 follow'd the thigh to 
the leg, which lay upon the belly : I guided 
my hand along this leg to the foot, which 
I drew out, tho' the paſſage was very ſtrait, 
the mother being of ſo little a ſize, that ſhe ap- 
pear d not to be above twelve years of age, 
and the child very luſty. But the child's toes 

2 turning 
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turning towards the bladder of the mother, I 
was forced to bring it back again, (for reaſons 
before alledged, and therefore not to be neglect- 
ed) and turning the child, drew out the ſame 
foot again, which having wrapt in a thin cloth, 
I drew out to the thigh without the leaſt vio- 
lence ; then guiding my fingers along the thigh 
to feel whether the other thigh did not lie 
croſs this, I perceived it was not ſo, but that 
the breech follow'd, and that the other thigh 
was bent towards the belly. I drew the thigh 
of the firſt leg more and more towards me, 

and the whole body followed by degrees, (tho 
I was not a little annoy'd with the child's ex- 
crements) as did alſo the other leg: then 
keeping them both together, I pulled out the 
body in a direct line, and after having clear'd 
both the arms, laid my le ft hand flat upon the 
breaſt, and the right on the neck, I propoſed 
to compleat the delivery without any more 
trouble; but finding the head to ftick in the 
paſſage, I was forced to convey the fingers of 

my left hand along the lowermoſt part of the 
neck into the inner orifice of the womb, to 
diſcover what was the matter; and finding the 
chin which ſtuck to the neck of the womb to 
be the obſtacle, I brought my fingers into the 
mouth, and with the right hand at the fame 
time giving a pull to the neck, I cleard the 
head and delivered the child, which having a 
black ſlime (like Caſſia) in its mouth, occaſion- 
ed by the mixture of the excrements) 1 did wipe 
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it off immediately, which elſe might have 
choak'd it, but now breathed very — to the 
great ſatisfaction of the mother, this bein 

the firſt time ſhe had been brought to bed of a 
live child. The after-burthen followed with 
eaſe, by pulling it only with the navel- ſtring. 
I ordered the child-bed woman the juice of 


ſome ſour oranges, mixed with ſyrrup of maiden- 


hair. And both ſhe and the child did very 


well afterwards. 


OBSERVATION XLIII. 


The Delivery of @ Child with the After-burthen 
foremoſt. 


PRIL the 7th, 1672, I was called to a 
woman in St. Mederic s- ſtreet, being in 
the fixth month of her reckoning, and troubled 
with a violent flux of blood. I told her im- 
mediately, hat without being delivered forth. 
with, ſhe was in danger of ber life. Dr. Creſſe 
a Paris phyſician, was of the "ſame opinion, 
and ordered her immediately to be let blood; 
however we ſtaid a little to fee whether 
nature would help itſelf, it happening ſome- 
times that ſuch fluxes ceaſe when the child 


comes to the birth well turn'd. But the wo- 
24 | man 
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man growing weaker and weaker, her huſ- 
band and friends aſked my opinion once more; 
and I anſwering, that he delivery of her was 
the only way to ſave her li fe, they defired me to 
delay no longer. 

Wherefore I brought two of my fingers (well 
greaſed with butter) into the inner orifice of 
the womb, and finding the ſame opened to the 
bigneſs of a French half-crown piece, I ſpread 
my fingers in the nature of a ſcrew, and thus 
extending it, brought in my hand, and felt the 
after-burthen foremoſt. I ſeparated the fame 
to open my way to the membranes, which be- 
ing opened the water came forth, and I drew 
out the after-burthen, that it might not be in 
my way afterwards. Then ſearching after the 
child's feet, I took hold and pulled out one, 
which I baptized ; and wrapping a cloth round 
the foot, I accompliſhed the delivery of a 
daughter of ſix months, after my uſual method. 

Immediately after the woman recover'd of 
her ſwooning fits, ſhe began to breath and ſpeak, 
telling us, bat 2 felt herſelf ſomething ſtronger. 
But relapſed ſoon after; yet being recovered 

again by the care of Dr. Creſſe, ſhe did very well 
- afterwards. We applied a plaiſter * the 
flux, made of the flower of gips (uſed by 
the plaiſterers) mix'd with the beſt vinegar, 
laying it to the belly above the womb, and about 
the hips. The next day we preſcribed a cly- 
ſter of barley and white bread boiled together, 
and mix'd with three ounces of honey of vo- 
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lets; but the nurſe miſtaking the matter, took 
honey of roſes inſtead thereof ; whence it is 
obvious how careful women ought to be in 
chooſing their nurſes ; ſince by the miſmanage- 
ment of clyſters only, many dangerous ſymp- 
toms have enſued thro' the careleſsneſs or ig- 
norances of the nurſes. Wherefore women 
ought to pitch upon ſuch nurſes as are uſed to 
attend in lyings-in, and ſuch as they know 
that will not be employed in the ſmall-pox and 
other infectious diſtempers, which thus may be 
communicated to the woman in child-bed. All 
nurſes ought to be cautious not to give any me- 
dicines to women in child-bed, without the 
advice of a phyſician, ſurgeon, or an ex- 
pert midwife ; and efpecially not to apply 
attringent remedies in the beginning of the 
flooding, which if it ſucceeds ill, they are ſure 
to lay the blame upon the man-midwife or 
midwife. Tis but lately tnat I knew ſuch an 
ignorant and preſumptuous nurſe, who in the 
beginning of the flooding, bathed the gentle- 
woman under her care, with red wine only ; 
which ſtopping the flooding, and a fever enſu- 
ing, the patient was forced to be let blood ſe- 
veral times in the arm and foot, and yet they 
had much ado to ſave her. 
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OBSERVATION XLIV. 


Of the Delivery of a Child which came forth 
with the whole Body as far as the Neck, the 
Mother not being able to withhold it. 


AY the 16th, 1672, at ten oclock at 

night I was called to an inſtrument- 
maker's wife, over-againſt St. Mederic's church. 
The woman appearing very healthy, told 
me, that ſhe bad felt ſome pain that morning 
in her belly, yet ſo as to be able to go about her 
buſineſs ; and that ſhe had borne nine children in 
eight years time. She added, That ſhe ſupped 
very well that evening with her family, but after 
ſupper ſhe deſired her huſband to fetch a mid- 
wife : whilſt he was gone, ſhe ⁊vas ſerved with ſuch 
violent pains as made her go to bed, but was ſcarce 
laid down, when the child came forth with the 
legs foremoſt to the neck, which together with the 
head, did flick in the neck of the womb. 

This was the condition the midwife found 
her in, who delivered the child, but neglect- 
ed to take effectual care of the flooding, 
which proved ſo exceſſive, as threw the wo- 
man into a ſwooning fit, from whence ſhe 
never recovered, Had this woman taken the 

| L advice 
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advice I gave her in the morning, not to ſtir 
abroad, this miſhap might have been prevent- 
ed; and had the midwife acted with more 
circumſpection, ſhe might have ſaved the wo- 
man's life. Tis true, 'tis a midwife's buſi- 
neſs to deliver a child in its natural poſition, 
but it is alſo beyond her reach to judge of 
and remedy all the ſymptoms that attend de- 
liveries. However, they have this for an ex- 
cuſe, That they do what they are able to do. 

It were to be wiſh'd, that young midwives 
would have more regard to the directions 
given them by the man-widwives and mid- 
wives in the hoſpitals ; tho' it muſt be confeſs'd 
alſo, that ſix weeks, or three months (the 
time appointed for their inſtruction) is not 
near ſufficient for a thing of ſo much moment; 
it being evident, that even ſuch as have been 
many years at the trade, commit ſometimes 
an error. This may ſerve alſo as a convincing 
inſtance, how careful big-belly'd women ought 
to be in their choice of a man-midwife or mid- 
wife, in which they ought not to rely upon 
the recommendation of their acquaintance, 
but upon the advice of their phyſicians. 
Had this woman been miſtreſs of her profeſ- 
tion, ſhe might have ſaved her life. I was ſent 
for, but not till it was too late. I told the mid- 
wife her error, which the could not deny; and 
putting my fingers into the womb, to diſcover 
the cauſe of her ſudden death, I felt with the 
extremities of my fingers another 13h 

| which, 
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which, though it was dead before, I brought 
forth, and proved a daughter, I lay this down 
as a general rule, That whenever there appears 
an exceſſive flux of blood, the man-midwife, 
or midwife, muſt a& with prudence and cir- 
cumſpection; yet ſo, as not to expect the ut- 
moſt extremity, if 1t can be avoided. 


OBsERVATION ALV. 


The Delivery of a Child preſenting the Head, 
flopped by the Os Sacrum of the Mother, 


AY 26th, 1672, being called to a wo- 

man who complained of a moſt violent 
pain in her hips, I found (upon ſearch made) 

that the vaſt quantity of water had preſſed 
the membranes below the paſſage. I admi- 
niſtred phlebotomy to allay the violence of the 
pain; but the ſame increaſing, I nevertheleſs 
adviſed the midwife to have paticnce, to ſee 
whether nature would do her own work, eſ- 
pecially ſince it was the firſt time of this wo- 
man's being with child, when the delivery is 
always ſubject to more difficulties and delays ; 
beſides that, the woman was of a tender 
and bilious conſtitution, and Jame. Thus I 
returned home; but about ſeven o'clock in 


the 
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the evening, the nurſe was ſent to fetch me 
again. She told me, That the poor woman wa 
in fits, and ſenſeleſs, and conſequently in a dan- 
gerous condition. 

I went immediately and ſearched her, found 
the head forwards, but fixed againſt the os a- 
crum of the mother, who wanted ſtrength to 
force the birth forward. 

I conveyed my fingers (well greaſed with 
butter) gently into the paſſage, and puſhed 
the head backward without the leaſt trouble, 
the child ſwimming ſtil in a good part of the 
watcr that was not voided as yet. I dilated 
the paſſage with my fingers, and ſo advancing 
to the womb, reduced the head to the very 
bottom of the womb, though it before was got 
down thro' the inner orifice into the neck of 
the womb ; then I ſearched for the feet, and 
meeting with one of the hands, I put it aſide, 
and coming to the knees, guided my hand 
along the leg to the foot, which I took hold 
on, and drawing it out, baptized it. 

It is worth obſervation, that ſo ſoon as ſhe 
was delivered, ſhe recovered out of her fits, 
declaring, That ſhe was not ſenſible of her la- 
bour. She did very well afterwards, there not 
remaining the leaſt footſteps of her fits, ex- 
cept the marks ſhe had given Herſelf by bit- 
ing her tongue. I leave the inveſtigation of 
the true reaſon of theſe fits to the phyſicians, 
fince there was neither any putrefaction in the 


womb, nor a dead child that could be the 
cauſe 


1 

cauſe of them. I am of opinion, that the de- 
tention of the urine in the bladder may be 
the occaſion of this evil; for J have ſeen di- 
vers women in labour, who were afflicted with 
intollerable pains, by the diſtention of the blad- 
der; neither could they be delivered, till a 
probe being inſerted into the neck of it, the 
bladder was diſcharged of the urine, and the 
pain allayed. The bladder is a membranous 
tender ſubſtance, having a ſtrict communication 
with the brain and ſtomach by the nerves. The 
woman had her flooding very regular, and 
_ paſſed her lying-in without any ill accident. 

Immediately after her delivery, we ordered 
her a mixture of the juice of three or four ſour 
- oranges, an ounce of oil of ſweet almonds, and 
two ounces of ſyrup of maidenhair, Two 
hours after, ſhe had a cup of broth ; her tongue 
was cured with honey of roſes, and a garga- 
riſm made of the decoction of agrimony, and 
the tops of bramble-berry, adding to cach pound 
of this decoction an ounce of ſyrup of roſes, 
and a drachm of ſal prunella, which had the 
deſired effect, and reſtored our patient to her 
former health. I need not mention what 
clyſters we made uſe of, the ſame having been 
repeated often before. 


OBSERVATION XLVI. 


The Delivery of a Fetus that was living, though 
only Four Months old. 


UNE 26th, 1672, I was called to the 
'j wife of an officer of juſtice, in the ſtreet 
Des Arſis, in the pariſh of St. Mederic. She 
told me, That e was in labour, and complained 
of exceſſive pains in the lower region of her belly. 
FT atked her, Whether ſhe had ſtrained or over- 
reached herſelf? She told me, That a picture was 
fallen upon her head, whereupon ſhe had been let 
blood ; but within a few days after found ſome 
blood and fragments of fins iſſuing from the 
womb, which I looked upon as the forerunners of a 
miſcarriage. I deſired J might fearch her, 
which being done, by bringing my fingers 
(well greaſed) into the inner orifice of the 
womb, I felt a hard membranous ſubſtance, 
that would not give way to my fingers; it 
being then my judgment, that we ought not 
to proceed with too much haſte, I told the 
woman, That ſhe muſt have a little patience, 
and that J hoped all would prove well in the 
end. 
In 
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In the mean while I took particular notice 
of the blood that came from her from time to 
time, and of her pains, one whereof being 
more ſevere than the reſt, forced out the be- 
forementioned membranous ſubſtance, of the 
bigneſs of a large buſtart egg, containing a 
foetus (and the water) as big as a new-hatched 
chicken, which I ſuppoſed to be betwixt three 
and four months old. The head appeared 
blackiſh, like coagulated extravaſated blood, 
The forehead, eyes, noſe, mouth, and chin, were 
well made. The arms compleat, and ribs 
very diſtinguiſhable, The manly members 
without defect, as were alſo the legs and feet. 
I took it into my hand, and ſeeing it moved 
all its limbs (though very faintly) in the pre- 
ſence of all the ſtanders by, and the father in 
particular, I baptized it, and then gave it to 
the nurſe. The membrane that encloſed it 
was only the amnzos, the chorion, with the af- 
ter-burthen, being left behind in the womb, 
which I got thence, but not without a great 
deal of trouble. 

Then I let the woman reſt till the next 
day, when I ordered her the following clyſter 
againlt the after-pains, | 

Take a pound of the decoction of mallows, 
violet leaves, lettuce, purcelain, and white- 
bread ; add to it honey and oil of ſweet 
almonds, three ounces each. This clyſter 
brought forth a kind of falſe conception, or 


rather ſuperſœtation, which I ſuppoſe was the 
cauſe 
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cauſe of the expulſion of the natural fœtus, 
which commonly happens about the fourth 
month, it being a great rarity, if a woman 
under thoſe circumſtances holds out her full 
time, of which I have had frequent expe- 
rience. | 
I preſcribed her a regular diet, which pro- 
cured a favourable flooding. She took in each 
cup of her broth the juice of a quarter of a 
ſour orange, a thing that much ſtrengthens 
and revives the ſtomach, and clears the kid- 
neys from the urine, all which is of great con- 
ſequence to a woman in child-bed. 


OBSERVATION XLVII. 


Of a Woman who ſuffered an exceſſrve Loſs of 
Blood, becauſe the After-burthen was not de- 


Jivered in Time. 


UNE 29th, 1672, I was ſent for to the 

wife of one of the clerks of the Exche- 
quer, who had loft abundance of blood, becauſe 
ſhe had not been delivered of her after-burthen 
in time. She was ſo exceſſive weak, that I 
was doubtful whether I had beſt attempt her 
delivery or not; but at the requeſt of the 


curate of St. John, then preſent, of her huſ- 
band's, 
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band's, and ſome other relations, I undertook 
the taſk. 

I conveyed my fingers (well greaſed with 
butter) into the neck of the womb, in or- 
der to dilate the inner oxifice, pretty well 
opened before by the delivery of the child. 
I met with abundance of clods of coagulated 
blood, which I brought out, and then putting 
my hand to the very bottom of the womb, I 
found the after-burthen (which was very 
ſmooth) adhering on all ſides to it. I drew 
the after-burthen towards me, but very gently, 
and with great difficulty, by reaſon of the ex- 
ceſſive drought and heat of the inward parts of 
this gentlewoman, owing partly to her natural 
conſtitution, partly to the late flux of blood. 
This was the reaſon I could not bring forth 
this after-burthen but in pieces: for it is to be 
obſerved, That in caſe the ſame is joined to the 
bottom of the womb, it is impoſſible to bring it out 
whole, which was our caſe at this time. Some 
few remnants being forced out with the flood- 
ing, the woman recovered her ſtrength and 
health gradually, by the care of Dr, Bryar and 
myſelf, We preſcribed her an emollient clyſ- 
ter, adding to a pound of the decoction a co- 
loquinth apple to be boiled in it, and after— 
wards an ounce of the electuarium diapbenici, 
which expelled the remnants of the after-bur- 
then with the flooding. 
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OBSERVATITION XLVIII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Shoulder- blade 
and Elbow foremoſt. 


ULY 4th, 1672, I was deſired to come to a 
| ms wife near St. Martin's Gate, whom 
J had aſſiſted twice before in very difficult la- 
bours. The child preſented the ſhoulder- 
blade and the elbow foremoſt, which is one 
of the moſt troubleſome deliveries that well 
can be, which I alſo found ſufficiently at this 
time, the woman being (beſides this) reduced 
very low, by the exceſſive evacuation of 
blood that accompanied her labour. I brought 
my hand into the paſſage as far as I was 
able, where I met with abundance of ſlime, 
and clods of coagulated blood, and ſome 
fragments of the membrane called amnos, 
which was broken before, and the water come 
away. 

With the extremity of my fingers I diſcover- 
ed the ſhoulder-blade, or ſhoulder of the child 
foremoſt, as alſo the elbow, which I did not 
meddle with at that time, but advancing with 
my hand as gently as potlbly I could, I per- 


fetly felt the before-{::4 parts that were fore- 
moſt 
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moſt, and had almoſt ſtopped up the paſſage ; 
ſo that finding no further admittance for m 
fingers, I was obliged to bring both the ſhoulder 
and arm back to the very bottom of the womb. 
Then guiding my fingers from the ſhoulders 
forwards along the body of the child to the feet, 
I took hold of the firſt I met with, without 
troubling myſelf with the other, and drawing 
- out the firſt foot and baptizing it, wrapt it in 
a thin cloth, and fo delivered the child. 

It is to be obſerved, that at the ſame time I 
pulled the firſt foot towards me, the arm drew 
back, and the child turned, ſo that the buttocks 
and the other foot followed of courſe; and I 
wrapped both the feet in the ſame cloth, and 
with both my hands pulled out the child to the 
ſhoulders. This I was fain to looſen, by con- 
veying two of my fingers along the arm above 
them, which ſucceeded according to wiſh; for 
this done, I laid my left hand to the child's ; 
| breaſt, and my right to the neck, and rejoiced 

the mother with a lively ſon, I alſo delivered 

the after-burthen, though I was forced to pull 

it out by pieces, with a great deal of circum- | 
ſpection. I ordered her privy parts to be ſtop- | 
ped up with a cloth, and that ſhe ſhould be ; 
kept very quiet for two or three days, having | 
ſuffered extremely in her labour, which was 
very painful, and by theſe directions ſhe did 0 
very well, both in and after her lying: in. 
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OBSERVATION XLIX. 


E be Delivery 7 4 Child with the Butticks 
Joremeſ. 


ULY the 25th, 1672, being called to a ſhoe- 

maker's wife, I found the child coming 
with the buttocks foremoſt, by two infallible 
ſigns. Firſt, becauſe 1 diſcovered with the 
extremity of my fingers, a certain hollowneſs 
betwixt two ſoft protuberancies, whereas, when 
the head, ſhoulder, or knee comes foremoſt, 
it feels pretty hard to your finger. The ſecond 
was the black excrements like caſſia, which 
ſtuck to my finger ; a certain ſign that the fun- 
dament of the child is foremoſt, and that the 
membranes are broken. 

Upon mature deliberation I judged it beſt 
to have patience, and to endeavour to aid na- 
ture only with rendering the pafſage ſlippery, 
by anointing it with freſh butter, or oil of 
{ſweet almonds ; the firſt whereof, laid in cold 
water, I made uſe of upon this occaſion. For 
T lay this down for a general rule, that in all 
births, whether natural or otherwiſe, all vio- 
| Tent methods ought to be avoided, as much 
as poſſible can be; and in this caſe, it is cer- 

tain, 
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tain, that the child's buttocks will make their 
way out, as well as the head of the child in a 
natural birth ; though it is not to be denied, 
but that this proves generally more difficult 
and painful. Whenever found the child preſ- 
fing forwards by the pains and the mother's 
endeavours, I ſeconded the ſame, by extending 
the parts through which they muſt paſs, not 
without exceflive pain; to eaſe which, as much 
as can be, the man- midwife or midwife muſt 
take care to extend with the fingers the out- 
ward lips, but very gently, without offering 
the leaſt violence, either to the mother, or the 
child, for fear of breaking a leg, or thigh- bone. 
Thus the buttocks, thighs, legs, and feet of the 
child being delivered, I brought out the head 
with little trouble, yet the child died as ſoon as 
it was baptized, but the mother did very well. 
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OBsERVATION L. 


The Delivery of a Child, the Head of which 
being paſſed, ſtuck in the Birth at the 
Shoulders. 


ULV the 25th, 1672, I was called to aſ- 
fiſt a midwife, who could not by any means 
(ſhe was able to make uſe of) deliver a gold- 
ſmith's wife, in the ſtreet of St. Avoye. I found 
the poor woman in a deſperate condition, the 
child's head being out, but the ſhoulders ſtick- 
ing in the birth, and the child being ſuffocated 
by the ſtraitneſs of the ovtward orifice of the 
womb : I endeavoured to bring my right hand 
along one ſide of the head and neck towards the 
armpits but in vain ; ſo that I was forced to 
lay hold on the head with both my hands, on 
each fide one, to endeavour to pull it out thus, 
with main ſtrength, which ſucceeded at laſt, 
though with the utmoſt difficulty. Had I been 
called ſooner, I might have ſaved the child's 
life, and encompaſſed the delivery. with leſs 
trouble; for the child having ſtood thus an 


Hour in the birth before I came, the privy 


parts of the woman were much ſwelled, by 


the continual and violent handling of the mid- 
2 | | wite, 


E 
wife, and the exceſſive bulk of the child, which 
I meaſured out of curioſity, in the preſence of 
divers women, and found it no leſs than three 
quarters of a French ell (or an Engliſh yard) 
long. 

Ftwiſted the navel- ſtring about my left hand, 
to ſerve for a guide to my right, to the bot- 
tom of the womb, where finding the after- 
burthen cloſely joined to the ſubſtance of the 
womb, I ſearched all about with my fingers 
to find a place where it did not adhere ſo 
cloſely to it ; but not meeting with any, I 
brought them to the lower part of the after- 
burthen, and peeled it off with my fingers 
gently and gradually, hke as the bakers do 
with dough or paſte ſtuck to a table, the ex- 
tremities of my fingers being conveyed in be- 
twixt the inner orifice of the womb and the 
after-burthen. I found the womb much thicker 
in the place where the after-burthen had ſtuck 
to it, which after it was once looſened, I 
brought out, by pulling only the navel-ſtring 
with my left hand, and it weighed betwixt 
three and four pounds, 

The mother was very well till the 6th day 
after her delivery, when complaining of ex- 
ceſſive pain in her privy parts, I felt, and upon 
ſearch made, found certain hard ſwellings, and 
looking nearly upon them with a candle, found 
them to be ſmall running ulcers. She at firſt 
applicd a poultice made of the pulp of pippins, 
and the unguent of populeum ; but that not 
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anſwering my expectation, I deſired Mr. Ge- 
kow, my brother ſurgeon, to apply ſome leeches 
to them. He alſo opened her a vein, and af- 
ter the flooding ceaſed, ſhe did very well. The 
child was loſt through the want of ſtrength or 
knowledge of the midwife, which may ſerve 
as another convincing inſtance, that in ſuch like 
deliveries, the man- midwife or midwife ought 
not to want either reſolution or conduct 
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OBSERVATION LI. 


The Delivery of a Woman reduced to the utmoſt 


Danger of ber Life, by d moſt violent Flux 
of Blood, 


UGUST the 24th, 1672, I was ſent 
for in 3 s ſtreet, to the wife of 
one of my brother ſurgeons, being in moſt 
imminent danger of her life, by reaſon of a 
moſt violent flux of blood, which had ſo ex- 
hauſted her ſtrength, that no leſs than four 
of the moſt noted phyſicians of Paris, vr. 
Dr. Kikebeuf, Dr. De Merſenne, Dr. Akakia, 
and Dr. Bricet, required her to take all thc 
Sacraments; which being done, they deſired 
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me to endeavour her delivery, as the only 
means (next to God) to ſave the woman's 
life. | 

Accordingly ſearching with my fingers 
(well greaſed with oil) to the inner orifice 
of the womb, I found it open to the bigneſs 
of two thirds of an inch diameter ; which 

being told to the phyſicians, they defired me 
to proceed, and to endeavour the dilatation 
of the opening, in order to deliver the wo- 
man. I made hard ſhift to convey my three 
middlemoſt fingers, one after another, into 
the orifice, which being ſomewhat more ex- 
tended, I brought in alſo my thumb and lit- 
tle finger, and ſo with all my fingers made 
a kind of ſpeculum matricis, or ſcrew, by 
ſpreading them by degrees, till the orifice 
being extended ſufficiently to admit my hand, 
I brought it to the bottom of the womb, and 
at its entrance found the after-burthen placed 
| juſt before and quite a-croſs the whole inner 
orifice, which had actually been the occaſion 
of the flux of blood : for, by the opening 
of the orifice, the ſaid after-burthen, then 
being looſened from that part where it ad- 
hered to before, and the veſſels containing 
the blood torn and opened, produced this 
flooding, which ſometimes is ſo exceſſive, as 
proves fatal to the woman, unleſs it be ſpeedily 
prevented. 

Having ſeparated the after-burthen, I con- 


veyed my fingers to the innermoſt part of the 
— womb 
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womb backwards, where meeting with the 
membranes not as yet broken, I opened or 
pinched them through with my fingers, and the 
water iſſuing forth (notwithſtanding my fin- 
gers being in the way) this gave me-oppor- 
tunity to find the feet, one whereof I took 
hold on, brought it out and baptized it. Then 


wrapping the foot in a cloth, I drew out the 


leg to the buttock, and examining in what 
ſtation the other leg was, I found it bent up- 
on the belly; for in cafe it had been turned 


backwards, I ſhould have been neceſſitated to 


puſh back the buttocks to bring it out, with- 
out which precaution it would be in danger 
of being broken; but now being ſatisfied of 
Its poſition, I pulled ſtoutly towards me, and 
brought forth the whole body to the ſhoul- 
ders, and then putting my left hand to the 
breaſt, and the right to the neck, the child 
followed, though in a very weak condition, 
partly by reaſon of the great loſs of blood of the 
mother, partly of the narrowneſs of the paſ- 
ſage, which in thoſe non-natural births are ne- 
ver ſo open as in the natural ones; beſides, 


that, in theſe tedious labours they are apt to 
ſwell, which occaſions great trouble to the 


man-midwite and midwife, and exceſſive pains 
to the woman, much beyond what is found 
in natural births, The after-burthen being 
ſeparated before, followed without much 
trouble. The father (my brother ſurgeon) 
did not imagine the child could be born alive; 
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but I ordered the midwife (immediately after 
its delivery) to lay it before the fire, and to 
ut the after-burthen, with the ſtring remain- 
ing to the child's navel, in a pan with wine, 
and keep it warm over the fire; we alſo 
ſpouted ſome of the beſt wine in his eyes, 
noſe, ears, and other parts of the face; we 
wrapt it up all over in cloaths dipped in warm 
wine, which we changed ſo ſoon as they be- 
gan to cool; we alſo held bruiſed onions to 
the noſe and mouth, by which means the boy 
revived, and did very well afterwards, as well 
as the mother. | 
This obſervation ought to ſerve us for a 
rule, That whenever a woman is ſeized with a 
violent flux of blood, and that there is the leaſt 
hopes of a delivery, the ſame ought not to be 
delayed, but put in practice with as much for- 
wardneſs, as is generally practiſed in acute diſ- 
eaſes, However, among all the different ſorts 
of non=natural births, our preſent caſe is one 
of the leaſt difficult, becauſe the membranes 
not being broken before, you meet with the 
child in the water, and conſequently eaſily 
to be turned after their opening ; beſides that, 
the coming away of the water moiſtens the 
paſſages, and conſequently promotes the de- 
livery. 
In the year 1683, I delivered no leſs than 
five women under the fame circumſtances, 
among whom not one miſcarried. One of 
them, living at the ſign of the Red Roſe upon 
| Our 
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Oar-Lady's-Bridge, I delivered in the pre- 
ſence of Dr. Finot, a learned phyſician of the 
faculty of Paris, and of Mr. Franchet, my 
brother ſurgeon, This woman was quite 
ſenſeleſs when I delivered her, occaſioned by 
the great loſs of blood ſhe had ſuſtained, 
She continued in continuml ſwoonings for two 
days after, but recovered at laſt, and has 
been well ever ſince. 
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OBsERVATION LII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Hip fore- 


moſt. 


UGUST 29th, 1672, I was ſent for to 
the wife of a court ſolicitor, in the 
ſtreet Des Arſis, near St. James's, She was in 
a very hard labour, and the child turned with 
the hip foremoſt. But for fear of putting her 
into a fright, ſhe was told, That I was only 
Sent for to let her blood (to floþ the exceſſive 
flooding) which being done accordingly, her 
huſband defired to let me ſearch her, which 
ſhe agreeing to, I found the matter as I told 
you, according as I had been informed by the 
midwife before, I declared to the woman, 
That it was high time for her to be delivered, 
. for 
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for fear of ling too much blood. And her 
huſband aſking me, Whether I defired the ad- 
vice of a phyfictan. I anſwered him, That I was 
always very glad of their aſſiſtance; ſo Dr. 
Lombard, a noted phyſician of the faculty of 
Paris, was ſent for; but he ſtaying above an 
hour, and the woman being in exceſſive pain, 
and the child in great danger of life, I was 
deſired to proceed without him. 
Accordingly having well greaſed my fin- 
gers with butter, I conveyed them to the in- 
ner orifice, where meeting with the thigh 
and a hip of the child, I brought it gently 
on one fide (for fear of breaking it) without 
much trouble, the inner orifice being as wide 
as the neck of the womb, and the child very 
ſmall, though ſtrong and lively. I took hold 
of one foot, which I drew out, and then bap- 
tized it; afterwards wrapping it up in a lin- 
nen cloth, I pulled it towards me, and the 
other leg, as well as the whole body, followed 
without much trouble, which proved a lively 
daughter, notwithſtanding ſhe had voided be- 
fore the meconium, or black excrements, con- 
trary to what is aſſerted by Mr. Viardel, in 
the 4th chapter of his obſervations, page 75, 
viz. That upon ſearch made of a certain vo- 
man, be met with the ſaid excrement, and thence 
judged that the child wwas dead, adding, that no 
body before him had made this obſervation. Not 
to diſlemble my opinion, I think him ab- 
ſolutely in the wrong, it being notorious a- 
mong 
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mong the men-midwives, That of an hundred 
children that come with the fundament foremoſt, 
at leaſt fourſcore are born alive, though they al- 
ways void theſe black excrements. 

I now began to look for the after-burthen, 
which I endeavoured to pull out with the right 
hand by the navel-ſtring (part whereof was 
round my left, when inſtead thereof I touched 
with my fingers certain membranes, which 
giving me a ſhrewd ſuſpicion that there was 
another child behind, I put my hand within 
the womb, where I felt the child encloſed in 
its membranes. But fearing, not without rea- 
fon, that the firſt-born child might be weak- 
enced too much, unleſs immediate care were 
taken of binding the navel-ſtring, I did it with 
a four-doubled ſtring, two inches breadth 
from the belly, and another two inches thence, 
cutting the navel-ſiring betwixt the two 
knots (as has been ſhewn before) to keep 
the blood within the veſſels belonging to the 
after-burthen, without which, the mother 
might have been much impaired in her 
ſtrength, and diſabled to bring forth the 
ſecond child, This done, I conveyed my hand 
into the womb, where I found the child ſtill 
remaining in the water, which made me 0- 

en the membranes (and this you may do 
without the leaſt hazard, either to the mo- 
ther or child) and finding the child preſent- 
ing its back, I turned it without much diffi- 


culty ; ſo that the head now being foremoit, 
I re- 
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I rejoiced the mother with the hopes of a 
ſpeedy and ſafe delivery, which happened 
accordingly after two or three pains; when, 
without any further aſſiſtance, ſhe was well 
delivered of another daughter, which being 
very lively as well as the firſt, were both bap- 
tized afterwards in the church. There was 
not above half an hour's difference betwixt 
the birth of theſe two children; which being 
of the ſame ſex, I was curious to fee whether 
each of them had its peculiar after-burthen 
or not; wherefore putting my hand gently 
into the womb, in order to [their ſeparation, 
I found that each had its own after-burthen, 
not adhering in the leaſt to one another. The 
mother told me, She was a twin herſelf. She 
had a very good lying-in, and looks very well, 
though I have delivered her ſeveral times 
fince, 
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OBSERVATION LIII. 


The Delivery of an After-burthen, left behind 
by the Mt 2 to the great * of the 
2 oman in Child-bed, 


EPTEMBER 5th, 1672, I was ſent for 

to a gentlewoman living near the Milk- 
Stone, 1n the pariſh of St. James's, and reduced 
to great diſtreſs, by reaſon the midwife could 
not bring out the after-burthen. I conveyed 
my hand to the bottom of the womb, and 
finding the after-burthen adhering in all its 
parts to the womb, I began with the extre- 
mity of my fingers to ſeparate gently and 
gradually the lowermoſt parts of it ; which 
done, I pulled by the navel-ſtring (as yet en- 
tire and very ſound) and at laſt thus ſeparated 
it from, and brought it out of the womb, 
though not without great trouble and pain, 
both to myſelf and the woman, who however 
did very well afterwards. 

In ſuch caſes as this, it is the ſafeſt way 
to look for the after- burthen at the bottom of 
the womb; this method being much prefer- 
able to what is practiſed by ſome upon ſuch like 


occaſions, viz. to pull it out violently by the 
navel- 
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navel- ſtring; becauſe if the after burthen hap- 
pens to be joined to the womb, you run a 
manifeſt hazard of inverting its bottom, of 
which there is no danger, in caſe you ſepa- 
rate the ſame before-hand with your fingers, 
which you may do without the leaſt fear or 
—_— 

I cannot forbear to take notice upon this oc- 
caſion, that the method propoſed by Mr. Viar- 
del in his 17th chapter, page 132, is no leſs 
dangerous. He tells us, That be delivered one 
Mrs. Pariſot of twins, the firſt coming readily 
with its after-burthen, but the ſecond (which he 
pulled out by the feet without the after-burthen 
the ſame adhering cloſely to the ſubſtance of the 
womb ; he did greaſe it ſeveral times with but- 
ter, and thus at laſt with the help of a ſternutato- 
ry brought it out. He allo tells you, That this 
woman was afterwards affected with a relaxa- 
tion and bearing down of the womb, but does not 
mention the cauſe of it, which might in all pro- 


bability be attributed to bis violent manner of 


managing the matter. 1 look upon this method 
as too dangerous, and conſequently not to be 
followed in the bringing out of the after- 
burthen, unleſs the paſſages ſhould prove ex- 
ceſſive {trait ; and even then, there are notwith- 
ſtanding other remedies that may be applied 
with much more ſafety than the ſternutatory. 
The ſame author gives us another obſervation 


of his in his 26th chapter, page 189. He ſays, 
He 
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E delivered a woman of a child, after having 
feirſe been forced to pull out its brains, but was 
not able to bring forth the after-burthen, not- 
withſtanding he tried all. internal and external 
remedies ; fo that the whole womb being infected 
with a gangrene, occaſioned by the violent pulling 
out of the child (according to his own confeſſion) 
the poor woman died in a miſerable condition, 
though the after-burthen came away ſome time be- 
fore, he having found means to protract her life 
for two days, by proper cordials, fomentations, 
and injections. | 
In my opinion, he would have done much 
better to have conveyed firſt his fingers, and 
afterwards his hand into the womb itſelf, where 
after having peeled it oft gently and gradual- 
ly from the ſubſtance of the womb, he might 
have brought it out without ſo much vio- 
lence, and conſequently without bruiſing the 
interior parts, and cauſing ſuch exceſſive pains 
to the woman. Tis certain, that this me- 
thod is much more ſafe than what is propoſed 
by him; beſides, that ſuch perverſed rules 
tend only to miſguide young beginners in their 
profeſſion, who follow the ſame at the ex- 
pence of the lives of ſuch poor women as 
have the misfortune to fall into their hands: 
and for this reaſon it was, I thought myſelf 
obliged not to paſs it by in filence, ſince it is 
very obvious to me, that in all probability he 


might have ſaved the life of this woman, 
had 


17 
had he left nature to its own courſe, and in- 
ſtead of theſe violences endeavoured to hel 
her with caſy, cooling, and emollient clyſters 
and fomentations. 

I muſt further obſerve upon this head, that 
in his 27th Chapter, page 194, he preſcribes 
an injection to be made into the womb of 
brandy, a thing I can by no means approve of, 
nothing being more ridiculous than ſuch un- 
accountable ways of proceeding, which com- 
monly end in the deſtruction of the patient, 
as it happened with this, who, he ſays himſelf, 
died within two days after; the very vapours 
of the brandy encloſed within the womb, be- 
ing ſufficient alone to produce very dangerous 
ſymptoms, and at laſt death itſelf, 
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OBSERVATION LIV. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Arm and 
Shoulder foremoſt. 


Eptember 16th, 1672, I was called to a gen- 
tlewoman in St. Mederic's ſtreet. The 
child appearing in a very unnatural poſture, 
and the midwife having ſtayed too long be- 
fore ſhe ſent for me, the woman was reduced 
to a very low condition, the water being gone 
before, and the womb and child ſunk very 
low, with the arm and ſhoulder foremoſt. 
J laid her croſs the bed, to come at her with 
the more eaſe, and then endeavoured with all 
the ſtrength I had to bring back the arm and 
ſhoulder, but to no purpoſe, this being one of 

the moſt troubleſome caſes that can happen 
to a man-midwife, eſpecially if he be not called 
in time. However, ſince a woman muſt not 
be left in diſtreſs, I got my hand into the 
womb, as well as I could, along the arm that 
preſented itſelf in the birth, and perceiving 
the feet to lie very deep to the bottom of the 
womb, I was obliged to ſearch for them as far 
as ever I could reach ; at laſt I got hold of one 
foot, which whilſt I was pulling towards me, 
the 
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the arm that was before in the paſſage drew 
back within the womb of courſe, and the other 
foot following the firſt to the orifice of the 
womb, I joined them both cloſe together, and 
delivered the child, which proved a daughter, 
and alive, contrary to the ſentiments of the 
midwife, who was very poſitive (before I be- 
gan the delivery) that the child was dead, and 
told me, That for that reaſon ſhe had baptized 
if in time. The after-burthen followed, and 
the woman did very well, both in and after 
her lying-in. 

The ſame author, whom we have had occa- 
fion to mention in the preceding Obſervations, 
ſays, page 233, That in caſe a child, ſuppoſed to 
be dead, comes with the ſhoulder foreme/t, you 
may make a hole with your fore-finger in its bel- 
ly, and thus with your finger bent, turn the child 
with its feet to the orifice of the womb ; but 
this gentleman forgot to tell us, How he 
could bring his hand into the womb, before be 
could make ſuch a hole with his finger in his 
belly, We muſt ſuppoſe his finger to be as 
hard and ſharp-pointed as the hooks are that 
are generally uſed upon ſuch occaſions, or elſe 
the child's belly to be as rotten as a pear, with- 
out which it is impoſhble to do it, as J have 
told already before. I remember, I made this 
experiment once upon the belly of a child of 
five months old, but with all the ſtrength I 
had, could not make a hole in the belly with 
my finger; and what likelihood is there of his 
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having done it with a compleat child in the 
womb ; which makes me imagine, that the 
ſaid author had impoſed many of his opinions, 
inſtead of experiments, upon the world. 
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OBSERVATION LV. 


The Delivery of a Child which came doubled, 
with the Navel- n ng and After-burthen 


foremoſt. 


Eptember 21ſt, 1672, I was ſent for to a 

woman in the Cutler's ſtreet, at the ſign of 
the Croſs of Lorrain. The child preſenting itſelf 
doubled, with the navel-ſtring and after-bur- 
then foremoſt, the midwife did not know what 
to do in the matter, I made hard ſhift to bring 
my hand along one fide of the child's body, 
the thigh and leg to the foot, which I pulled 
out and baptized. This done, I wrapped about 
it a piece of cloth, and took care that the lips 
of the privy parts were freed from the hair, 
a thing I have not taken notice of before, and 
yet of ſuch a nature as ought not to be neg- 
lected by a man- midwife or midwite, becauſe 
if it happens to be long, it may ſtick to the 
cloth, and ſo by pulling forward, you create 
exceſſive pain to the woman. Whilit I was 


puliing 
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pulling out the one leg, I took particular care 
to ſee whether the other was laid croſsways or 
not, for fear of breaking either the thigh or 
leg. I drew out the child to the ſhoulders, 
and ſo further to the head ; but this would 
not follow, the paſſage being very ſtrait in a 
woman pretty well advanced in years, and 
who had never borne a child before. It coft 
me a great deal of trouble before I could clear 
it, which I did at laſt, but not till the child 
was dead. I alfo delivered the after-hurthen 
after my uſual method, vi, by holding the 
navel-itring with my left hand, and pulling the 
after-burthen out with the right. 
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OBSERVATION LVI. 


The Delivery of a Woman, the Child preſenting 
the Elbow and Shoulder foremoſt. 


Eptember 27th, 1672, I was ſent for to a 
; woman, the wife of a wine-cooper in the 
Shoemaker ſtreet. She had been already twelve 
hours in hard labour, attended with frequent 
pains, without any conſiderable advancement 
of the birth, tho' the membranes were broken, 
and the water come away. I aſked the mid- 
wife, What part of the child came foremoſt ? 
who told me, the arm, and that the head came 
next. I replied, F the caſe ſiood thus, we might 
hope for a tolerable good delivery, but that we 
muſt have patience, However, the woman in 
labour, being very urgent to be ſearched by 
me, I anointed my hands with butter, and had 
no ſooner brought them into her privy parts, 
but found them much ſwelled, either by the 
violent touching of the midwife, or the over- 
ſtraining of the woman herſelf, 

Advancing further with my fingers into the 
neck of the womb, I met with the child's 
clbow bended, and of a bigger ſize than or- 
dinary, This diſcovery made me go deeper 


Into 
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into the womb, to find out whether the mid- 
wife was in the right or not; in which I 
ſoon diſcovered her miſtake, it being the ſhoul- 
der, and not the head, that followed the arm, 
which I told her ; defiring at the ſame time, 
to leave the whole management of the matter 
to myſelf. 

Then laying the woman croſs the bed, I 
conveyed my fingers a ſecond time into the 
paſſage, and finding that the child's arm and 
ſhoulder had quite ſtopped up the inner orifice 
of the womb, I did all I could to bring them 
back; but this not ſucceeding, I was forced 
(as has been obſerved before) to bring my 
hand within the womb, a thing not to be done 
in ſuch a caſe as this, without a great deal of 
trouble and pain to-the woman, which might 
in all probability have been prevented, had 
they called for ſeaſonable aſſiſtance in time, 
before the interior parts are fo far forced into 
the paſſage, and before the coming away of the 
water; which, if rightly obſerved, would fave 
abundance of trouble to the man-midwife, and 
of pain to the poor woman. Wherefore I give 
this advice to all underſtanding midwives, 
That, Whenever they find the child not well 
turned, or any thing elſe different from the natu- 
ral courſe, they ought to loſe no time; it being 
certain, that the interior parts are beſt diſpoſed 
at the beginning of the labour. 

Accordingly I went to work, and conveying 


my fingers as gently as could be into the womb, 
1 I took 
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T took hold of one of the feet, and whilſt I was 
pulling the ſame out towards me, the arm 
drew backwards, and the body of the child 
taking quite another turn, the Whrery was per- 
formed with much leſs difficulty. 1 pulled out 
the leg to the buttocks, and the cloth I had 
made uſe of before being very bloody and wet, 
I took another dry one, wherewith I brought 
out the child, with much ado, to the neck; 1 
was afraid the head might be disjoined from 
the trunk of the body, the child being dead 
ſome time before ; but at laſt, (through God's 
bleſſing) the delivery was ſafely accompliſhed. 
I alſo brought forth the after-burthen after my 
uſual way : I found the navel-ſtring ſomewhat 
inclined to a putrefaction, but the reſt of the 
body appeared pretty ſound, except that the 
ſkin was in ſome places ſeparated from the 
muſculous parts, and was covered with a fli- 
my greeniſh ſubſtance, ſuch as we ſce upon the 
ſurface of ſtanding waters in marſhy grounds. 
The after-burthen had alſo contracted an ill 
ſcent, notwithſtanding which, and the hard 
labour of the woman, ſhe did vp well during 
her lying 1n, 
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OBSERVATTION LVII. 
The Delivery of a putrify'd Child. 


Ovember 24th, 1672, I was called to a 

woman, the wife of a tapeſtry-maker, 
where meeting with the doctors Govet, Den- 
gau and Matot, all three noted phyſicians of 

the faculty of Paris, and with Mr. Chatiou the 
ſurgeon, they told me, That ſeveral expert 
men-midwtives having been there before to view 
her they had all refuſed to meddle in the matter, 
except one, who had propoſed to fetch out the chi Id 
with proper inſtruments. — alſo told me, 
That ſhe had made uſe of clyſters, of phlebotomy 
both in the arm and foot, and of ſeveral fomen- 
tations, but without any viſible advantage. A 
certain pretended doctor had alſo given her a 
laxative draught, without the knowledge of 
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the other phyſicians (as it is the practice of mY 
theſe quacks) but without any fuccels, | 5 | 

After ſome conſultation, it being reſolved "0 
that I ſhould try my fortune to deliver the wo- 1 
man, I brought my right hand into her privy = 
parts, in order to advance with my fingers i 1 
into the neck of the womb, but found the ** 
child's head very ſoft, and giving way to the _—_ 
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touch of my fingers. At the ſame time laying 
my left hand upon the woman's belly, I felt 


there two different ſwellings, the biggeſt where- 


of I judged to proceed from the bulk of the 
child, and the ſecond from the extenſion of the 
bladder, the woman having evacuated no 
urine for a conſiderable time before; which 
laſt alſo proved the cauſe of moſt of the 
ſymptoms. | 

I repreſented the whole ſtate of the caſe to 
the before- mentioned phyſicians, who all agreed 
with me in opinion, That fince there was n9 way 
left to turn the child, it muſt be brought forth by 
the means of a hook. But as I was not provided 
with ſuch like inſtruments at that time, I deſi- 
red leave to go home and fetch them : but her 
huſband poſitively refuſed to let me go; fay- 
ing, That if I did, T would not come back, no more 
than ſeveral others had done before; fo ] was for- 
ced to make ule of my fingers as well as I 
could, but to no purpoſe. I left nothing unat- 
tempted to put back the child's head towards 
the bottom of the womb, in hopes to open 
(by this means) a free paſſage for the urine, 
(the head of the child preſſing hard upon the 
urethra) and for my hands into the womb, to 
catch hold of its feet, but without ſucceſs. I 
then endeavour'd to make a hole with the ex- 
tremity of my fingers into the child's crown 
of the head, but found it impracticable, which 
convinced me of the falſehood of what the be- 
fore- mentioned Mr, Viardel has aſſerted in the 


34th 


„ 
zath chapter, page 237, of his treatiſe, viz. 
That having brought his hand within the womb 
of a certain woman in labour, he preſſed the 
woman's belly very ce downwards, and with 
two of his fingers made a hole into the child's 
head, and took out its brains, keeping both his 
fingers bent in the nature of a hook, towards the 
os ſphznoides. 

But to return to our own operation. Finding 
I could not ſucceed with my fingers, and being 
deſtitute of an iron hook, I was forced to make 
uſe inſtead thereof, of an iron ladle, with a 
hook at the handle, wherewith entering be- 
twixt the ſeam, or opening of the ſcull, I en- 
deavour'd to break thro' the firſt membrane 
that encloſes the brain with the extremity of 
my fingers ; but finding it thus impenetrable, 
T opened it with a ſpatula, and then bringing 
in my fore finger, fetch'd out the brains by de- 
grees, in order to preſs the head cloſer toge- 
ther, and conſequently to remove the ſtop- 
page of the urinal paſſage, or urethra. This 
ſucceeded ſo well, that the woman evacuated a 
great deal of urine ; and this evacuation hav- 
ing opened a free paſſage for my hand and 
nook to enter the womb, I brought the laſt 
into the child's mouth, and drew out the 
child's head beyond the outermoſt orifice of 
the womb ; but the body ſticking by the ſhoul- 
ders, I was forced to faſten a ſtring about the 
child's neck, to draw it towards me with the 


more ſtrength. I at the ſame time deſired Mr. 
Roſiers, 
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Rofiers, another ſurgeon there preſent, to 
take hold of the ſtring, whilſt I greaſed the 
head of the child with my fingers to further 
the delivery : but this ſucceeded not ; for the 
whole carcaſs of the child being much putri- 
fy'd, the head was ſeparated from the neck, 
the ſhoulders ſticking in and filling up the 
whole paſſage, ſo that I ſcarce knew what to 
do. At laſt I found means to bring my fingers 
under one of the child's arm-pits, which ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that I could pull out one of the 
arms firſt, and afterwards the ſecond ; which 
done, the reſt of the trunk of the body fol- 
lowed without much difficulty. 

After this I faſtened the navel- ſtring about 
my left hand, whilſt I conveyed my right! into 
the womb, where I found the after-burthen 
joined ſo cloſe to the ſubſtance of the womb, 
as if it had been paſted to it ; yet I happily de- 
livered it. 

The woman in the mean while being grown 
very weak, and her pulſe, which beat very 
quick and unequal, diſcovering the ill diſpoſi- 
tion of her body, the doctors preſcribed her a 
cordial; the water of carduus, ſyrrup of le- 
mons, and the juice of ſome ſour oranges to 
further the flooding. The next day the had 
alſo a cooling and emollient clyſter applied, 
mix'd with two ounces of honey, I gave her 
a viſit the ſame evening, and finding her privy 
parts inclining ſomewhat to a putrefachon, [ 


ordercd them to be fomented with falt, or ſea- 
water. 
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water. Her fever increaſing, ſhe was let 
blood the fifth day in the foot, and two days 
after in the arm, which perfected her cure, 
except that ſhe was troubled with an involun- 
tary emiſſion of urine, by reaſon of the relaxa- 
tion of the ſphyncter of the bladder, occaſioned 
by the ignorance of a certain ſurgeon, who 
would have brought away the urine by the 
means of a catheter, However, by the care I 
took of this troubleſome accident, the allo re- 
covered of that about three months afterwards, 
and has fince that time borne ſeveral children, 
without any further inconveniency. 


CUP? EE ND EFANT SEEN BPR 22g 2 


OBsERVATION LVIII. 


The Deli very of a Child with the feet fore- 
moſt, with the heels turn'd towards the fun- 
dament, 


Ecember the 3d, 1673, I was ſent for to 

a cook's wife, living in the valley of Mi- 

ſens, and found the child with the feet fore- 
moſt, but the heels turn'd towards the funda- 
ment of the mother, and the toes to the 95 
ſacrum. I did all I could to turn it; but not 
being able to effect it, I was forced to bring it 
out in the fame poſture I found it; vis. With 
the 
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the face turned towards the os ſacrum; but the 
chin ſticking againſt it, I brought my fingers 
into the child's mouth, and thus delivered the 
child ; but upon view of the head, found the 
os parietale bent in ſeveral places. I met once 
with ſuch another, the 16th of October, in the 
ſame year, in a woman in St. Jeftrey's-ſtreet, 
whoſe child had a hollowneſs in the left os pa- 
rietale, of the length of two inches breadth, 
and the depth of the ſixth part of an inch, 
which appear'd natural, tho' it ow'd its cauſe 
to an accident. This child having a black 
ſpot upon the lip, as if it had been bruiſed, I 
aſk'd the mother, Whether ſhe had received any 
hurt or blow upon the belly; who anſwer'd me, 
That ſhe did fall upon an iron-bar. This child 
did live only half an hour, no more than the 
firſt, I engag'd Dr. Pecquet to enquire with 
me into the true cauſe of this diſaſter, but 
could inveſtigate no more, than that the mother 
told us, That ſhe had hurt herſelf in the jixth 
month of her bigneſs, by running againſt a croſs 
bar, belonging to the ſhutters of windows. The 
mothers of both theſe children did very well 
after their delivery, 
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OBSERVATION LIX. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Back fore- 
moſt. 


Ecember the 12th, 1673, I was called to 

the wife of a ſhoemaker, in the ſtreet of 
Orleance. I convey'd my hand thro' the paſſage 
into the womb, and finding the child with the 
back foremoſt, I guided it along the buttocks, 
thighs and legs to the feet, which I drew out, 
and wrapping them up in a cloth, brought out 
the child, the exterior ſkin of which was ſe-. 
parated from the reſt, juſt like a ſerpent that 
caſts her ſkin, The woman being very drop- 
fical, had a tumour on the outſide of her belly, 
which tho' without the leaſt coherency, or 
relation to her ſwelling, occaſioned by her 
bigneſs, yet vaniſhed immediately after her 
delivery ; and notwithſtanding this water, as 
well as the after-burthen, had already con- 
tracted a very nauſeous ſcent. The woman 
had a very good lying-in, and has been very 
well ever ſince; for her flooding appearing 
kindly, the water was convey'd off along with 
the blood in eight days, and fo recovered to a 
miracle, 
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OBSERVATION LX. 


The Delivery of Twins, one of them in its 
Natural, the other in an unnatural poſi- 


lion. 


Anuary 5th, 1674, I was ſent for to a ſhoe- 
maker's wife in the White-mantle-ſtreet, 
I deliver'd her of twins; one a boy, the other 
a girl; the firſt in a natural, the ſecond in an 
unnatural poſition. 1 found but one womb- 
cake, or after-burthen, but two navel-ſtrings 
and four membranes faſtened to it, viz. Two 
ſins with its peculiar water to each child, This 
obſervation contradicts the before-mentioned 
Mr. Viardel's aſſertion, when he ſays in his 6th 
chapter, page 35. That, whenever a woman 15 
deliver'd of twins of the ſame ſex, there 1s but 
one after-burthen belonging to both; but if they 
prove of a different ſex, there are no leſs than two 
after-burthens; and this he alledges as a peculiar 
piece of providence in nature. I ſhall have oc- 
caſion to ſay more hereafter of this error of 
Mr. Viardel ; it being certain, that each child 
is always encloſed in its peculiar membranes 
and water, without which it cannot ſubſiſt in 


the womb ; but as for the womb-cake, or at- 
2 ter- 
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ter-burthen, it happens frequently that there 
belongs no more than one to two children. 
The child ſwims in its water like the yolk of 
an egg in the White; an egg alſo has its proper 
membranes ; the firſt, which becomes hard, 
is like the chorion of the foetus ; and the inte- 
rior one, like that called the ammos, 


VVV 


OBSERVATION LXI. 


The delivery of a Child, the Arm whereof aps: 
peared to the Shoulder without the Womb. 


AY 58th, 1674, I was called by a gen- 

tlewoman to go along with her to the 
village of Noiſy Le See, to deliver a woman, 
who had been nurſe to a nephew of De. Le Bel, 
chief phyſician to her Highneſs the Dutcheſs 
of Ocleance, The child coming with his hand 
foremoſt, the arm to the ſhoulder appeared be- 
low the womb, the reſt of the body being fixt 
upon the inner orifice, and the arm filling up 
the whole paſſage, which was very ſtrait, as 
well as the womb itſelf; beſides that, the wa- 
ter was come away twenty-four hours before I 
was called thither. Being informed by the mid- 
wite how far ſhe had proceeded in furthering 
the dclivery, I ſearched the woman, and endea- 
O voured 


1 
vour'd with my fingers and hand (as well as I 
could) to bring back firſt the ſhoulder, and 
then the arm : for it is to be obſerved, that in 
ſuch caſes as theſe, the part next to the womb 
is to be reduced backward firſt, and fo the 
other ſucceſſively, as I did at this time. 

For I guided my fingers along the child's 
arm, to dilate the paſſages to the womb ; I at 
laſt conveyed it to the child's head, which 1 
found bent upon the breaſt towards the belly, 
Upon further conſideration what was beſt to be 
done, I removed the head a little (it being in 
my way) to come at the feet, one whereof I 
found bent backwards to the buttocks; I did 
all I could to pull the foot towards me, which 
ſucceeded ſo well, that as the foot came for- 
ward, the arm drew backward ; ſo that the 
ſecond foot ſoon following the firſt, I pulled 
out the child (which was dead) by both the 
legs, and the after-burthen following without 
much trouble, the woman did very well, both 


in and after her lying in, 
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The Delivery of a Child with the Backſide 
foremoſt. 


ULY 16th, 1674, I was ſent for to the hoſue 
of Mrs. la Marche, a noted midwife, living 
in the iſle of our Lady, near St. Lewis, to aſſiſt 

in the delivery of a certain gentlewoman. Hav- 
ing received all the information I thought re- 
quiſite from Mrs. la Marche, I found (upon 
ſearch) a certain black ſlimy excrement (the 
meconium) upon my fingers, which making me 
judge that the child was coming with the back- 
ſide foremoſt, I told the woman in labour, that 
ſhe muſt ſtrain and bear downwards with all her 
ſtrength, which together with the force of the 
child (which was very lively) broke the navel- 
ſtring about four inches from the child's belly, 
ſo I was forced to take hold of it with my left 
hand, to prevent the effuſion of blood and loſs 
of ſpirits in the child, whilſt with the right 1 
I brought forth the child, and immediately tied ih 
up the navel-ſtring : Then I endeavour'd to PIR. 
draw out likewiſe the after-burthen by the na- 
vel-ſtring ; but finding it faſtened ſomewhere 
within, I convey'd my hand along it into the 
O 2 wornb, 
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womb, where I met with other membranes 
filled with water, and conſequently judged that 
there was another child behind. 

I had no ſooner opened the membranes, but 
an arm of the ſecond child coming out along 
with the water, I reduced the ſame backwards 
into the womb, and guiding my hand along 
the ſhoulder, ribs, and ſo further along the ſame 
fide of the body, the thigh and leg, to the 
foot, which J had no ſooner brought out, but 
the other follow'd, and as I was pulling out 
the firſt, the arm drew back by degrees. 

Mr. Viardel tells us, in his 3d. chap. pag. 15. 
That in caſe the child is come to its full perfection, 
it breaks the membranes with its feet, and after- 
wards turning its head downwards to the inner 

oriſice of the womb, endeavours to open its cwn 
: paſſage, in order to deliver itſelf from its con- 
finement, unto which the coming away of the wa- 
ter contributes conſiderably, by rendering the paſ- 
ſages ſeſt and ſlippery. But I am of opinion, 
That Vit were the child that with its feet breaks 
the membranes, they would not bear down ſo deep 
into the paſſage, neither would appear bulky and 
filled with water, like a hog's bladder. 

However, thus far may be affirm'd, That if 
the child's head does not appear in the birth ſcon 
after the breaking of the membrenes, and the com- 
ing away of the water, it is a fign of a long and 
dificult labour. Thus as long as the water of 


a woman flows only ſlowly and thro' a ſmall 


opening, the delivery is not as yet at hand, be- 
| cauſe 


En 
cauſe the pains are as yet only ſtrong enough 
to force out the water, but not the child, 
which does not force its way outward, till after 
the coming away of the water, whence the 
men-midwives and midwives have their proverb, 
That as the water decreaſes, the labour and hopes 
of a ſudden delivery encreaſe. 

This further judgment may allo be given of 
the membranes; vis. That when they appear 
round and much foe elled with water in the orifice 
of the womb, it is looked upon as a fign of a natu- 
ral and forward labour; tho this rule is not uni- 
verfal, becauje in caſe the child comes with the 
buttocks or a ' boulder foremoſt, the rotundity and 
ſwelling of the membranes appears in the fame 
manner, as in the natural births if on the con- 
trary, the membranes appear of an oviong figure 
at firſt, they take it for a ſign of an unnatural 
travel. Some midwifes fay, That the mem- 
branes appear at firſt, according to the ſhape of 
that part that comes foremoſt. 

When you find the membranes ſufficiently 
extended by the water, but not able to break, 

by reaſon of their thickneſs, you mult open them 
either with a ſharp or acuminated grain of ſalt, 
or the point of a needle ; and the membranes 
being thus opened either naturally or artificially, 
and the water following as it ought to do, the 
child follows commonly, after two or three 
ſucceeding pains. But to return to our preſent 
operation : this ſecond child proved a daugh- 


ter, but not ſo big as the firſt, I ty'd up the 
O 3 navel- 
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navel-ſtring in two places, and cut it betwixt 
the two knots; and now proceeding in my 
work to fetch out the after-burthens, I was 
ſurprized to meet with more membranes, well 
extended with water; I open'd them, and a 
third child appear'd (as the water was flowing 


off) with the arm foremoſt; I turn'd it after 
the ſame manner as I had done with the former, 


and ſafely delivered it: it proved of a larger 
ſize than the two others, but the navel-ſtring 
much ſhorter. 

I now thought it high time to look after the 
after-burthens, and beginning with that of the 
firſt child (being thicker than the reſt) I guid- 
ed my hand along it to the undermoſt part of 
the after-burthens (holding the navel-ftring 
all this while with my left) which I there ſepa- 
rated, being ſtrongly joined together by a thick 
membrane or ſkin, part of the chorion, and all 
three encloſed in the ſame, as the three learned 
phyſicians, Dr. Lalier, Biendiſant and Bricet 


can teſtify, unto whom I alſo plainly ſhew'd, 


that each of theſe womb-cakes, or after-bur- 
thens had its peculiar two membranes, which 
had before encloſed each its child in its water, 


tho' the after-burthens were, as I told you, 


Joined together, | 

But finding that there was wanting ſome 
part of one of the membranes, called anni, 
put my hand once more into the womb, and 


diſcovered a certain round and hard ſubſtance, 


which had ſome motion, and adhered by a ikin, 
2 not 
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not unlike that of a gooſe's foot, to the womb, 
as if it had been a womb-cake; I ſeparated 
and brought it out, and upon full view it proved 
a mola, or ſuperfetation, of the bigneſs of one 
of the balls that they play with uſually in the 
Pall-malls. The three firſt mentioned children 
were all baptiz'd in St. Lewis's church; I viſit 
ed the mother for fourteen days afterwards, 
and the three children did very well all that 
while, as well as the woman : I have had di- 
vers other ſuch deliveries in my practice, but 
forbear to mention them, to avoid needleſs re- 
petitions. 


OBSERVATION LXIII. 


The Delivery of a Child torn in pieces in the 


Womb, 


Ecember 22d, 1674, I was called to a 
woman in labour in the New-ſtreet of 

St. Denis. The midwife deſpairing of being able 
to deliver the woman, had ſent for a noted man- 
midwife of Paris, who had done all he could to 
accompliſh the delivery, but without ſucceſs; 
for finding all his art and ſtrength to fail him, 
he had left her in the lurch. Hearing how mat- 
ters ſtood, I convey'd my fingers thro” the neck 
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of the womb, within the inner orifice, where 
I found an opening or hole of the bigneſs of 
my fiſt, and the guts, as well of the woman as 
of the child; fallen thro' it into the womb ; this 
made me ſoon to draw back my hand, and to 
alk the midwife, Whether ſhe had had a hand 
in this diſaſter ; ſhe anſwer'd me, No; and that 
She ſhould be very forry if ſhe had | 

The poor woman in labour therenpon told 
me, That the before-mentioned man-midwife had 
fo managed ber for two hours, that ſhe was ſenſible 
Jhe could not eſcape with life, but that all her do- 
fire was to deliver ber, in order to ſee the child 
baptiz'd, I told her, That I could not undertake 
fo difficult a taſf, before T bad ſpoken with the 
man- mawife that had been there before me, to 
defire him either to accompliſh the delivery, or at 
leaſt to be an eye-witneſs of what I did. The 
man-midwife being ſent for, excuſed himſelf 
from coming, whilſt I perſuaded the woman to 
provide for "her ſou}, by fer the ſacra- 
ments. In the mean time Dr. Doutee, a fa- 
mous phyſician of the faculty of Paris, being 
ſent for, I fairly ſtated the caſe to him, ſhew- 
ing him one of the arms of the child, with 
the ſtring remaining about it, wherewith the 
man-midwite had torn it from the body, as 
allo another ſtring he had left on one of the 
child's legs, which may ſerve as convincing in- 
ſtances, that the uſe of ſtrings in hard labours 
is not proper at all times, but only under cer- 
tain Circumſtances, 
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There was not the leaſt reaſon to queſtion 
the child's death, and that of the mother was 
at hand; yet ſhe urged me without intermiſſion 
to deliver the child, in order to have it bap- 
tiz'd, tho' it ſhould haſten her death; and Dr. 
Doute moved with compaſſion, perſuaded me 
to gratify her requeſt. I muſt confeſs, I would 
never adviſe a man-midwife to meddle with a 
buſineſs of this nature left by another, unleſs 
he thinks himſelf ſecure of ſucceſs, 1t being 
certain, that the laſt bears all the blame, tho' he 
be never ſo innocent. I was too ſenſible of this 
maxim, as well as of the preſent danger of the 
atient at this time, yet at her earneſt intreaties, 
and the perſuaſions of Dr. Doute, I reſolved to 
do my utmoſt, but did not forget to repreſent 
to him the. hazard I put mylelf into, by un- 
dertaking ſuch a taſk, which being quite deſ- 
perate maſt needs tend to my diſreputation. 
To be ſhort, I brought out the child, but 
torn in ſuch a manner as I related before, 
with the guts hanging out into the very neck 
of the womb (before its delivery) whereof I 
deſired the doctor to take notice before I laid 
hand to the work. The doctor ordered her 
nothing but a nouriſhing diet, and to ſend 
for a prieſt to take care of her foul ; which 
done, we departed. 
Upon this occaſion I can't but recommend 
this as an infallible rule to all men-midwives 
and midwives, not to be too haſty in their 


proceedings, but to wait with patience, till 
matters 


ns T7 
matters are brought to maturity, and in the 
mean while aſſiſt nature, by dilating and pre- 
paring the paſſages with ſmoothing remedies, 
as freſh butter and ſuch like, They ought 
conſtantly to have before their eyes, that God 
is an eye-witneſs of their raſhneſs, and there- 
fore ſhould never preſcribe, or give any re- 
medies to women with child, without the ad- 
vice of a good phyſician, in caſe one is to be 
had, without which they can never expect the 
bleſſing of God Almighty, who will not deny 
them his aſſiſtance, if they proceed with due 
care and diligence, 


OBSERVATION LXIV. 
The Delivery of a Child with one Side foremoſt. 


UGUST 2oth, 1675, I was ſent for to a 

lock-ſmith's wife in the ſtreet of Cha- 
renton, in the ſuburb of St. Anthony's. The 
child preſented its left fide foremoſt, and its 
bulk being extraordinary, I ſuſpected it to be 
dropfical, as indeed it proved afterwards, the 
woman herſelf being of a very ill habit of 
body, | 

J convey'd my fingers (as I uſed to do) into 


the womb, and taking hold of the fect brought 
| them 
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them out to the buttocks, when I obſerved the. 
child to piſs, but for fear of a miſtake, defired 
the midwife, who was an old experienced dame, 
to give her ſentiments of the matter ; and ſhe 
agreeing with me in opinion, I told her, 
That the ſame was occaſion d by the ftraitneſs of 
the paſſage preſſing upon the bladder of the 
child, which proved to be a girl, The urine 
continued to come for a conſiderable time as 
clear as rock water; but fearing the child 
might be ſtifled in the birth, (in caſe it ſhould 
alive) I did all I could to pull out the firſt 
g (wrapt in a cloth) till the other follows 
- I brought forth the whole child, but with- 
out any 80s of life. It was about ſeven 
months old; its joints being very tender, I 
had ſomewhat ſtrained the knee; for the 
child's belly being much ſwell'd, I had much 
_ ado to bring it thro' the paſſage, without any 
further violence, for fear of tearing the leg 
from the body. The midwife ſaid, She had 
never ſcen fo nice a delivery before. I did alſo 
fetch out the after-burthen, which was much 
__ putrified, notwithſtanding which the woman 
did very well, both in and after her lying:in. 
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OBSsERVAT ION LXV. 


The Delivery of two Afﬀter-burthens joined to- 
gether. 


Eptember 14th, 1675, I was ſent for to a 
poor woman, to deliver her of twins, be- 
ing a girl and a boy. The firſt preſenting her 
hand, I convey'd my fingers along the arm 
to the ſhoulder, and thence along one fide of 
the body, till I could reach the feet, one 
whereof I brought out and baptiz'd ; and hav- 
ing wrapt the foot in a cloth, I delivered the 
child in the ſame manner as has been often 
mentioned, Then bringing my hand into the 
womb in ſearch for the after-burthen, I met 
with other membranes full of water; I opened 
them, and the child coming like the former, 
I manag'd and deliver'd it in the ſame man- 
ner. They were both of one bigneſs. I pull'd 
the navel-ſtring of the girl (being the firit 
born) to try whether the after-burthen would 
follow ; but finding it faſtened to the womb, I 
brought in my fingers and hand, and fepara- 
ted the ſame on its lowermoſt part, and then 
it came forth with little trouble, as did alſo 


the ſecond. Taking a view of the after-bur- 
| thens, 
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thens, I found them joined together by a ſtrong 
membrane or ſkin, of the breadth of four 
inches, tho” for the reſt, each of them was en- 
tire by itſelf, and had its peculiar membranes 
belonging to them ; for I ſeparated them with 
great care, to convince myſelf in oppoſition of 
what has been aſſerted upon this head, by the 
ſo often mentioned author. 
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OBSERVATION LXVI. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Face foremoſt. 
ARCH 7th, 1676, I was called to a 


woman in the Baillets- ſtreet. Finding 
the woman extended almoſt quite naked before 
the fire, I aſk'd the mid wife the meaning there- 
of, and ſeeing the child's face preſented itſelf in 
the midſt of the exterior lips of the privy 
parts, with the forchead towards the mother's 
fundament, I gave the midwife a reprimand, 
telling her, That ſbe ought to have proceeded with 
more circumſpection and patience ; unto which 
ſhe anſwered, That this being the firſt time that 
ſhe ever ſaw a child appear thus, ſhe had taken it 
fer a monſter, and was almoſt frightened out of 
ber ſenſes. 


Having 
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Having well anointed my fingers with but- 
ter, I brought them in betwixt the lips of the 
privities, and the forehead and cheeks of the 
child, in hopes of extending the parts by de- 
grees ; but finding this unſucceſsful, I convey'd 
them betwixt the forehead and the lower part 
of the vagina or paſſage, lying juſt above the 
gut or fundament, the prefling with my fin- 
gers being follow'd by a violent pain, the child's 
head came out, and I laying both my hands, 
one on each fide of the ears, pulled out the 
whole body. The face was very black, but 
was ſoon cured by bathing it with a little warm 
wine. I have delivered ſeveral women, whoſe 
children came with the face foremoſt, and al- 
ways without any great difficulty, it being only 
to be obſerved, That in ſuch caſes, no violence 
muſt be uſed, but nature be left to its own 
courſe ; which done, there is no danger either of 
#he mother or child. 
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OBSERVATTON LXVII. 


The Delivery of a Woman having a Tumour in 
the inferior Region of her Belly. 


CTOBER 26th, 1678, I was call'd to a 
woman in the ſtreet called Maubec, hav- 
ing a tumour in her lower belly, about the re- 
gion of the womb, of the bigneſs of a lar 
ball, which preſſing ſo hard upon the ſphinFer 
of the bladder, as totally ſuppreſſed the urine, 
Dr. Biendiſant, phyfician of the faculty of Pa- 
ris was ſent for, who ordered her divers re- 
medies, and ordered me to draw away the 
urine, by the help of a catheter, which I did 
effeQually. I had often occaſion to make uſe 
of the ſame inſtrument afterwards, but with 
much more difhculty, ſhe beginning to grow 
weary of this operation, and the tumour 
preſſing ſo cloſe upon the bladder, that there 
was no paſſage for the inſtrument. One day, 
after ſhe had refuſed to admit of the catheter, 
the extenſion of the bladder, by the de- 
tention of the urine, cauſed ſo violent a pain, 
that ſhe was glad to crave my aſſiſtance; but 
finding it impoſſible to bring in the catheter, I 
had recourſe to a fomentation made of the de- 
coction 
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coction of mallows, althea, of violet leaves, 
the pellitory of the wall, and linſeed; this 
being applied to the belly relaxed the parts, 
and making way for the catheter, ſhe evacua- 
ted a good quantity of urine, which allay'd 
her pain ; but this being of no long continu- 
ance, ſhe began to be ſoon weary again of 
this operation, but applied herſelf to a mid- 
wife, who purg'd her for three weeks, but 
without any remarkable relief. She then had 
recourſe to another midwife, who ply'd her 
with medicines day and night, but with no 
better ſucceſs than the former, Next ſhe uſed 
the advice of another doctor, who gave her a 
drink of his own preparation, which evacu- 
ated abundance of matter as black as pitch, 
notwithſtanding which, the ſwelling remained 
in the ſame ſtate and condition as before, 
being eafily to be graſp'd with one's hand, tho' 
the woman was near four months with child; 
but afterwards it was ſcarce diſcernable on the 
out-ſide, the woman complaining only of feel- 
ing a heavy weight within her, and a moſt vio- 
lent pain in her hips. + 
In the ſeventh month of her bigneſs ſhe was 
ſeized frequently with a flux of blood, ſo as 
to evacuate about two pounds of blood at a 
time. But on the 25th of October, 1678, (in 
the eighth month of her being with child) the 
flux returning with greater violence than be- 
fore, ſhe ſent for a mid wife, who (upon ſearch 


made) was of opinion, that ſhe could not be 
delivered 
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delivered as yet; however, a doctor there pre- 
ſent order'd her a ſlender phlebotomy againſt 
the next day. The following night the. 
midwife was called again, but perſiſted in her 
former opinion, that there was no alteration 
ſince ſhe had left her. However, the poor wo- 
man growing weaker every hour, Dr. Biendi- 
ſant was ſent for out of his bed, who agreed to 
a phlebotomy ; but the woman was reduced 
to ſo low a condition, by the continued loſs 
of blood, that within a few hours after ſhe ex- 
pir'd. She was open'd immediately, to fave 
(if poſiible) the child, which was a boy, but 
without the leaſt appearance of life; beſides 
which, there was a ncla or falſe conception 
(or rather a ſuperfetation) of a muſculous 
ſubſtance in the- womb ; which, upon an ex- 
act view, we found joined to the foremoſt 
part of the womb, by ſeveral ſtrong liga- 
ments, and cover'd with a peculiar membrane; 
it weigh'd about a pound; part of the after-bur- 
"then of the child adhered to this ola, which 
was alſo ſo cloſely join'd to the womb, that 
we were forced to pull it off with tome vio- 
lence, We diſſected the nola, which appear'd 
on the inſide like a piece of veal, but without 
any blood. 
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O BS ERVATION LXVIII. 


The Delivery of a Child, the one Arm where- 
of ſtood quite out oY the birth. 


UNE Tyth, 1678, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, I was called to a woman in la- 
bour, in a joyner's houſe, in the ſtreet de 
Berry au Marais. The child's arm appear'd 
quite without to the ſhoulder : the midwife had 
indeed endeavourd to bring it back, but to 
no purpoſe, the arm being much ſwell'd, by 
its long continuance in the paſſage, and perhaps 
alſo by the violent management of the midwite; 
beſides that, the ſaid arm was ſqueez'd in very 
hard in the inner orifice of the womb. I did 
all that poſſibly I could to reduce it back into 
the womb; but finding it impracticable, I con- 
vey'd my hand along it, endeavouring to di- 
late with my fingers the inner orifice of the 
womb, to open wy way into it, laying ſome- 
times my left hand upon the woman's belly to 
keep her ſteady down. After 1 had thus 
brought my hand within the womb, I could 
_ diſtinctly feel every part of the child. The 
firſt was the neck, then the head, lying on 


one fide towards the LOL! zer 's act; and 
guid- 3 
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guiding my hand along the child's body, I 
found it to lie double with the belly towards 
the bottom of the womb, the knees bent, the 
legs under the head, and the left arm croſs 
the legs: if I could have taken hold of a knee, 
I might have delivered the child then ; but I 
thought it more ſafe to go further to the leg, 
which tho' not ſo much involv'd in the mem- 
| branes of the after-burthen, yet I could not 
bring it out without great trouble, becauſe of 
two main obſtacles ; firſt, the head lying a- 
croſs the inner orifice of the womb, I was 
forced to remove it firſt, to prepare a freer 
paſſage for the feet ; the ſecond was the arm, 
which likewiſe obſtructed the paſſage. 

It alſo. happened unfortunately, that my 
hand being at that very time ſeized with a be- 
numbedneſs, I was not able to keep the foot, 
which occaſioned me no ſmall trouble; for 
though my hand ſoon recovered, yet the foot 
being drawn back from the place where I had 
brought it before, betwixt the head and the 
neck of the child quite bent behind the 
ſhoulder, I had much ado to bring it again 
(without danger to the child) to the inner 
orifice of the womb; beſides that, it was as 
ſlippery as an eel, and thus ſeveral times ſlipp'd 
out of my fingers, till at laſt I wound it up 
in a fine linen cloth, and fo pull'd it towards 
me with all my ſtrength. I heard ſome of the 
child's limbs crack in pulling out, which made 


me fear their being broken, but it was unavoid- 
2 | able. 


R 
— - — — — | - — = — 
— a — —— — 
— he. — . — 
: — - - _ - 2 2 — 
— — — * — «< — - - = K 
= — _ - — — — - =_ 
- — — — — — — P 2 - 
3 E = =, : - :  - Foam. == - — — Ss o * 
— 2 — — — — — * — 2 2 * - 2 
* . 2 — — - = SZ — 3 
— - - 
— * _ - — — - = * | - 8 - _ * 
W * = — — 


— — —— — p 
» — 
— 
_ - — 
— 
1 


s 
- 

a i Eg o — - 

— — — — — 

;———__ 

_— I 

- — — 

„3 . 


— == 
— 
Ir 


_ 
SEL 7 


LS || 
able. I having occaſion of all my ſtrength to 
deliver it, without which the mother muſt have 
been in evident danger of being loſt, which 
ought to be prevented by all poffible means, 
eſpecially after the child has been baptized. 

Whilſt I was endeavouring with all my 
ſtrength to pull out the child, the mother aſ- 
ſiſted me ſo effectually, that the thigh above 
the leg, which I had in my hand, coming out 
at once to the arſe, the arm drew inſenſibly 
backwards; then conveying my fingers into the 
. womb, to ſee how the other thigh was laid, 
I found the leg lying upon the belly, and fo 
brought it out with little further trouble. 

I muſt confeſs, that ſuch deliveries as theſe 
require a great deal of refolution in a man- 
-midwife, which ought not to be undertaken 
raſhly, but only when the mother, as well as 
the child, are in danger of being loſt, Theſe 
misfortunes generally owe, their origin to the 
ignorance of the midwives, who often don't 
require any further aſſiſtance, before the womb. 
becomes quite dry, and the child is ſettled very 
low in the womb. _ 

Having got out both the legs, I pulled the 
reſt of the body to the ſhoulders (with in- 
credible pains) and the head follow'd at laſt, 
as did allo the aiter-burthen, but much torn, 
being ſomewhat putrified, and of a dark green 
colour, The navel-ſtring appear'd alſo very 
putrid ; yet the child vas born alive, and ap- 
peard of a natural colour, notwithſtanding 
the 


\ 
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the hardſhips it had endured in the birth, but 
died about half an hour after, the reaſon 
whereof may probably be attributed to the ill 
diſpoſition of the after-burthen, whence the 
child receiv'd a corrupted nouriſhment. 

The delivery being thus accompliſh'd, I or- 
der'd the mother a mixture of an ounce of oil 
of ſweet almonds, two ounces of ſyrrup of 
maiden-hair, and the juice of three ſour 
Oranges, a remedy of great efficacy for wo- 
men lately delivered; but care muſt be taken, 
that within two hoare after its taking, no- 
thing of food be given to the patient, for 
fear of occaſioning a vomiting, which might 

roduce a relaxation of the ligaments of the 
womb. The next day I found her without a 
fever, and order'd her a clyſter of the de- 
coction of lettuce, mallows, althea and violet 
leaves, each a handful, adding to it three 
ounces of honey. The woman did very 
well during her whole lying-in, tho' ſhe. was 
no leſs than forty years of age; ſhe lived 
upon very nouriſhing food, and had daily two 
clyſters apply'd of the before-ſaid decoctions, 
with the addition only of an ounce of expreſ- 
ſed oil of walnuts to each clyſter, 
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OBsERvaTION LXIX. 


The Delivery of a Woman affefted with a moſt 
violent flux of Blood. 


Anuary 11th, 1679, I was called out in the 

morning at four o'clock, to deliver a gentle- 
woman 1n the ftreet called Gervais Laurent, 
at the foot of the bridge of our Lady, in the 
pariſh of the Holy Croſs. This gentlewoman 
being about eight months with child, was 
ſeized with a moſt violent flux of blood, 
which having continued for ten or twelve 
days, ſhe was reduced to a miſerable con- 
dition, Upon ſearch made with my fingers 
(well greaſed) I found the whole vagina or 
paſſage filled with clods of coagulated blood, 
notwithſtanding which the flux continued. 
As ſoon as I had brought out the clods of 
blood, I convey'd my fingers further into the 
Inner orifice of the womb, which I found 
very thin and ſoft, and ſo wide, that I could 
put in three of my fingers foremoſt ; I ſearch'd 
with one finger firſt and found the after-bur- 
then foremoſt, and cloſely joined round the in- 
ner orifice of the womb, which was the oc 
caſion of the exceſſive flux of blood; and as 


it 
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it had reduced the woman to a very low con- 
dition, fo this join'd to the other circumſtan- 
ces, made me fear the life both of the woman 
and child. 

I deſiring therefore the aſſiſtance of a phyſi- 
cian, Dr. Biendiſant was ſent for, who finding 
the poor patient not in a condition to diſpenſe 
with many remedies, preſcrib'd her only a mix- 
ture of purſlain and plaintain-water, three 
ounces each; half a dram of the confection of 
hyacinths, without muſk ; prepared pearls, one 
ſcruple, mix'd with an ounce and a half of the 
ſyrrup of pomegranates. This ſtopp'd the flux 
for a while, yet not quite; ſo that her weak- 
neſs encreaſing every minute, it was reſolved 
to have her deliver'd, notwithſtanding the 
great danger that muſt needs attend it; but 
conſidering her death was infallible, unleſs the 
was delivered, I went to work; tho' as I laid 
her croſs the bed, there appear'd in her not 
the leaſt ſigns of ſenſe or motion, ſo that 
every body concluded ſhe would die under my 
hands. 

However, I found ſome means to convey 
my hand (well greaſed before) into the inner 
orifice of the womb, where I again felt the 
after-bucthen faſten'd to it, as I had told Dr, 
Biendiſant before: I peel'd it off by degrees, 
and brought it out; and then turning my hand 
again in the womb, the firſt thing I met with, 
was the navel-ſtring, along which I ouided 
my hand firſt to the child's belly, and then 
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downwards to the thigh, and thence lower 
to the leg and foot, which I brought out and 
baptiz d. Whilſt I was pulling this foot the 
other follow'd, and the whole body after it, 
as has been obſerved frequently before. The 
child being quite alive, the pariſh prieſt of the 
Holy Croſs (who had before adminiſtered the 
ſacraments unto the mother) had the oppor- 
tunity of baptizing it, tho' contrary to his and 
all our expectations. Immediately after the 
delivery, the woman recovering in ſome mea- 


ſure her ſenſes, Dr. Biendiſant preſcrib'd her 


the following cordial : of ſucchory and bug- 


loſs water, three ounces each; of the contec- 
tion of. alkermes without mnfl, half a drachm; 
of prepared pearls, one ſcruple; and ſyrrup of 
maiden-hair, two ounces. _ 
About two hours after ſhe was ordered to 
take half a cup full of broth only, for fear of 
over-charging her ſtomach. She was much 
better the next day, yet not without ſome ſymp- 
toms of a fever, againſt which a. clyiter was 
ordered, made of the decoction of the cooling 


' herbs, with three ounces of honey. 


The ſecond day after the flooding ſtopp'd; 
ſhe recover'd again by the uſe of the before- 
mention'd cordial. However ſhe complained 
of a tenſion and pain in her belly (which was 
much ſwell'd) as alſo in her hips, wherewith 


ſhe had been affected before her delivery: 
ſhe was alſo afflicted with a violent pain in the 


head (the ordinary ſymptom of all exceſſive 


fluxes 
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fluxes of blood) which continued even after 
her lying-in, with an intermittent fever : ſhe 
was alſo troubled with frequent bileous dejec- 
tions or a looſeneſs, againſt which we preſcrib'd 
her clyſters of the decoction of emollient 
herbs, with linſeed; yet after ſome time 
this woman recovered her health, except that 
three weeks after her lying- in, ſhe loſt the 
fight of one of her eyes, by a violent deflu- 
xion, which by all the art that could be deviſed, 
was never removed thence. The cauſe of this 
diſaſter I attribute to a ſharp, viſcid and bile- 
ous humour contained in the veins, which 
being put in motion by the violence of the 
pain this woman ſuffer'd during her labour, 
and the anxiety of mind ſhe lay under, was 
carried upwards and ſettled in the head. 
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The Delivery of Twins, one with the Buttocks. 
the other with one Eye foremoſt. 


Ecember 19th, 1679, I was 'ſent for in 

St. Mederic's-ſtreet to a lady of quality, 
the wife of a public miniſter of one of the great- 
eſt princes of Germany, then reſiding at Paris. 
He received me very courteouſly ; and when I 
told him, That I looked upon it as a ſingular ho- 
nour, to have deſerved ſo good an opinion from 
him, as to commit what was deareſt to him in the 
avorld to my care; He told me, That he thought 
he could not put her in better hands than mine. 
I enquired of the lady, How ſbe felt her pains; 
She reply'd, Such as ſhe had never felt before in 
her hfe, being very violent, and having laſted 


already twelve hours ; beſt Jes that, it was the 
firſt time of her being 57 child. She was let 


blood once already in the arm, which J re- 
peated with her permiſſion. 

Then anointing my fingers well with but- 
ter, I found {upon ſearch) that the membranes 
were broken, and that the water came away; 
but for the teſt, the birth ſtood ſo backwards 


as yet, that 1 could not diſcover any thing 
further. 


[ 219 J 


further. The midwife being one of the moſt 
prudent women I knew, I order'd her to ap- 
ply to the patient a clyſter of half a pint of meat 
broth, three ounces of honey, and two ounces 
of oil of ſweet almonds. This clyſter gave 
ſome little eaſe; yet not ſo, but that the pains 
continued very violent all that night. I did 
not ſtir from her all that time; and upon a ſe- 
cond ſearch at fix o'clock in the morning, I 
felt with the extremity of my finger a child 
with the buttocks foremoſt, on the right fide 
of the neck and inner orifice of the womb ; 
and on the left fide I felt one eye. As I was 
ſenſible how difficult a taſk it would prove for 
the head to open its paſſage, as the caſe ſtood, 
I put the head backwards, for the better con- 
veniency of ſearching after a foot, which be- 
ing got into my hand, I drew it out and bap- 
tized it; then wrapping a cloth about it, I. 
continued to draw towards me, and the other 
leg being bent upon the belly, the body of 
the child follow'd in the ſame manner as has 
been often obſerved before. I brought out the 
after-burthen by pulling only by the navel- 
{tring ; but finding ſome part of the membrane 
amnios to be left behind in the neck of the 
womb, whilſt I was looking for it, I felt the 
head of another child (the fame whoſe eye I had 
diſcover'd before) which came into the world 
In its natural poſition with its after-burthen. 
They proved two handſome girls, each having 
Its peculiar after-burthen, The child-bed hay 
| di 
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did extreamly well, and was highly ſatis- 
fied with the method I commonly made uſe of 
with women in their lying-in. I order'd her 
frequently ſmall emollient clyſters and fomen- 
tations of the decoction of barley and cher- 
vil, tho' ſhe was not in the leaſt bruiſed during 
her labour, which proved very hard, this be- 
ing the firſt time of her lying-in. Both the 
young ladies continue in good health to this 


day. 
FCC 


OBSERVATION LXXI. 


The Delivery of a Child with its right Arm 
quite below the Womb. 


Ebruary 16th, 1680, I was called to a 

woman in labour, living on one ſide of 
the bridge of our Lady. She was very young, 
ſmall of ſtature, of a melancholy conſtitution, 
and this the firſt time of her being with child. 
She had been in labour for ſome time before, 
the whole arm of the child being got already 
into the vagina or paſſage, the navel-ſtring 
lying cloſe to it, doubled about the length of a 
foot; but feeling very cold, and without any 
pulſe, I judged it high time to haſten the deli- 
very, concerning the method whereof =_— 

as 
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has been ſaid already before; yet this being the 
moſt troubleſome, I thought fit to oblige the 
reader with this alſo, to demonſtrate to the 
world, that this way of proceeding is the ea- 
fieſt both for the woman and man-midwife. 
Having therefore well greaſed both my 
hands with freſh butter, I went to work, 
but did not think fit to put the arm back- 
wards, inſtead whereof I guided my hand 
along it up to the ſhoulder ; but finding it im- 


poſſible to ſtir it, I convey'd my fingers along 
the child's body (which lay acroſs with the 


head to the right ſide of the womb) and met 


with the other arm, but without meddling 
with it advanced to one fide of the head, and 
felt the after-burthen at the bottom of the 
womb, yet did not meddle with either of 
them, my buſineſs being to look for the feet. 
At laſt I found one knee intangled in part of 
the membranes, which I turn'd, and at laſt 
reach'd one leg and foot, which I wrapp'd im- 
mediately in a cloth ; and whilſt I pulled it to- 
wards me with the right hand, I dilated with 
my left the outward orifice of the womb, and 
then brought the before- mentioned arm back» 
wards, which I need not to have done, had 
the child been alive; for then the arm draws 
back of courſe, and the foot comes forward ; 
and fo it happen'd in ſome meaſure here, tho 
the child was dead; the arm going inward 
gradually, as the foot came out, which being 
all over beſmear'd with the meconium or black 

excre- 
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excrements, I wrapp'd it in a freſh cloth, and 
thus delivered the child, tho' dead, which pro- 
ved a daughter. The after-burthen which I 
brought forth foon after, was a French ell, or 
five quarters of an Engliſh yard long. Whilſt 
you are buſied in bringing away the after-bur- 
then, you muſt admoniſh the woman not to 
force downwards, becauſe it will hinder the 
turning and operation of your hand in the 
womb : Care ought alſo to be taken that every 
thing be quiet, the noiſe of the ſtanders by be- 
ing prejudicial to the man-midwife as well as 
the woman in labour, who ought to abſtain, 
at that time eſpecially, from all ſweet-ſcented 
things, which occafion ſometimes very trou- 
bleſome ſymptoms. I order'd our woman to 
be kept from talking, and as quiet as poſſibly 
could be; and for the reſt, gave her ſome eaſy 
remedies, ſuch as were moſt conſiſtent with her 


poverty. 
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OBsSERvaTION LXXII. 
The Delivery of a Child, the Back of which 


was bent quite double, 


Ebruary 16th, 1681, I was called at four 
o'clock in the morning to a gentlewoman 

in St, Mederic's-ſtreet. The midwife telling 
me immediately that the child was not well 
turn'd, I defired her to lay the woman in la- 
bour a-croſs the bed; this done, I convey'd my 
fingers (well greaſed) into the vagina or paſ- 
ſage, the better to extend it; I felt with my 
fore-finger the inner orifice of the womb, of 
ſuch a bigneſs as to admit a paſſage for my 
hand to the bottom of the womb, where I 
found the child bent double with its back, 
with the two thighs upon the breaſt, and the 
two legs, each on one fide of the head, which 
was turn'd to the bottom of the womb ; the 
face foremoſt, and the feet backwards. The 
after-burthen adhered to the fide, and the 
navel-ſtring was betwixt the thighs and but- 
tocks. I did not perceive the leaſt ſigns of 
life, but getting hold of one of the feet that 
was next at hand, I pull'd it towards me, but 
ſoon found the womb ſo contracted by the com- 
ing 
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ing away of the water, that I began to deſpair 
of my being able to turn the child, 
However, preſſing along with my hand 
under the body of the child, firſt to the toes, 
and afterwards to the heel, I drew it to the 
outward orifice of the womb and baptized it, 
tho' there were no ſigns of life. This done, 
pulling ſtronger and ſtronger the thigh fol- 
low'd, as alſo the other leg: I then wrapp'd 
them both in one cloth, and thus brought out 
the child to the ſhoulders, when laying my 
right hand to its neck, and the left upon its 
breaſt, I accompliſh'd the delivery. I muſt 
Not forget to tell you, That after the legs 
and thighs came out, the navel-flring appear d 
betwixt the buttocks, extended as flraitly along 
the back as the firing of a lute. This obliged 
me to turn the child a little backwards, and 
thus bending one leg a liitle, I looſen'd the 
navel-ſtring, which elſe might have been torn 
in pieces, and have proved mortal to the 
child (by the great effuſion of blood) in caſe 
it had been alive, which now ſhew'd not the 
leaſt appearance of it. The after-burthen 


follow'd by pulling only the navel-ſtring ; 

and the mother did very well during her ly- 
ing in, complaining only of certain pains in 
the belly, againſt which I order'd a fomenta- 
tion, made of the decoction of camomil and 
melilot flowers, of wormwood, motherwort 
and linſeed, to be applied with warm cloths, 


and renew'd as often as they cool ; by the uſe 
of 


[ 225 J 
of theſe remedies the patient fully recoyer'd 
her health. 
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OsrsERvVaTION LXXIII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the hind and 
uppermoſt Part of the Head foremoſt. 


'A PRIL 23d, 1681, I was ſent for to a 
gentlewoman in labour in the Emperor's 
ſtreet. Upon ſearch I found the inner orifice 
of the womb open, and ſcarce of the thickneſs 
of the twelfth part of an inch, and much ex- 
tended, which appearing to me as a thing very 
extraordinary, I ſearch'd with my finger round 
the whole circuit of this inner orifice, which I 
found ready to give way, like a piece of parch- 
ment after it is well wetted. However, the 
pains increaſed, the inner orifice became ſome- 
what thicker, and its opening of the bigneſs 
of a French crown- piece; and the membranes 
being now by the reiterated pains forced moſt 
violently into this orifice, they broke, whence 
came forth the water, mix'd with a bloody and 


thick ſlimy ſubſtance. 


I found the hindermoſt and upvermolt part 


of the child's head foremoſt, which having 


been (as the mother declared) without any 
motion 
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motion above a week before, we concluded it 
to be dead ; beſides that, the mother having 
been very ill for a long time before, was re- 
duc'd to ſo weak a condition, as not to be able 
to further the birth. However, the head got 
out, which appear'd covered with a greeniſh 
{lime ; but the ſhoulders being ſtopp'd in the 
inner orifice, I pull'd hard by the head, yet 
as gently as I could, for fear of ſeparating the 
head from the trunk of the body, which was 
not a little putrified, as appear'd by the ſkin 
that covered the face and neck. I had at laſt 
the good fortune to bring it out entire, tho' 
the ſkin was peel'd from the belly, which was 
full of water, and the navel-ftring quite putri- 
fied. The after-burthen cloſcly adhering to 
the inner orifice of the womb, I was obliged 
to looſen it with my fingers, and then brought 
it out entire with its membranes, tho' in 
that there alſo appear'd {ome ſigns of putre- 

faction. 
The woman declared after her delivery, 
That ſhe had gone eight months and a half ac- 
cording to her reckoning; whereupon I had 
the curioſity to enquire from what day ſhe 
began her reckoning? ſhe told me from the 
28th of Auguſt, being the 14th day of the 
moon. She was delivered the 23d of April, 
being the 16th of the moon; ſo that according 
to this computation, ſhe was exactly delivered 
in the ninth month, The ſame obſervation I 
have made in divers other women ; and a- 
mong 
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mong the reſt, in a certain gentlewoman, who 
being very ill, did not cohabit with her huſ- 
band for ſome time, till being ſomewhat re- 
covered by the country air, and her monthly 
times appearing in due courſe, ſhe cohabited 
with her huſband in the month of July 1680, 
on the 28th day of the moon, and I deliver'd 
her the 29th day of March 1681. The fame 
I have (as I told you) obſerved in many other 
women, who had gone according to their 
reckoning no more than eight months com- 
pleat and one day; which makes me to be of 
opinion, that this reckoning ought to be regu- 
lated rather by the courſe of the moon, than 
of the months. 


3 0382 


| 288 1 
CPE DENT CENCE 2 GreD 


OBSERVATION LXXIV. 


The Delivery of a Dropſical Woman big abi th 
Twins; one come to its Perfection, the 
other of betwixt four and five months, quite 
putrified in its membranes. 


UNE the 1ſt, 168 I, I was ſent for at two 
o'clock in the morning to a dropſical wo- 
man, who reckoned herſelf big with child full 
nine months: as ſhe was ſpeechleſs and ſcarèe 
able to fetch her breath, I found her confeſſor 
there to take care of her ſoul. It was Mr. 
Hageard, a perſon of known probity, who hav- 
ing given her the extream unction, he as well 
as I, were of opinion, that nothing but an ex- 
trordinary chance could ſave the woman's life. 
But as at ſo unſeaſonable a time we could not get 
a phyſician, I felt her pulſe, which beating 
58. lively, I let her blood, and ſucceeded fo 
well, that ſhe recover'd her ſpeech, and ſome- 
what of her ſtrength; ſo that Mr. Hageard 

and I went home. 
But the ſame morning hot ſeven o'clock, 
being ſent for agein, I found her actually in 
labour, the child with its right buttock fore- 
moſt, which may eaſily be diſcern'd thro' the 
membranes 
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membranes during the intervals, when the 
pains ceaſe and the membranes ſlacken, which 
1s quite otherwiſe, whilſt they are extended 
by the preſſure of the water downwards : 
within a moment after they broke, and the 
water came away; I convey'd my fingers thro” 
the paſſage along the child's buttock and leg 
to the foot, which I drew out gently (to ſpare 
the mother, who was very weak) and bap- 
tiz d it, I wrapp'd it up in fine linen cloth, 
and as I pulled towards me the other leg fol- 
low'd, and the woman was deliver'd of a per- 
fect with ſhap'd daughter, but dead, tho' wich- 
out any ſigns of putrefaction. 

As I was advancing with my fingers thro' 
the paſſage to look for the after-burthen, I 
perceived there was a ſecond child behind, 
encloſed in its peculiar membranes, which pro- 
ved a ſœtus of betwixt four and five months, 
and fo putrefied, that the limbs could ſcarce 
adhere to one another, which neceſſitated me 
to pull it out by pieces, taking eftectual care 
to {ave the mother, as much as poſſibly I could. 
There were two after-burthens, but joined to- 
gether, both very much ſhrunk together and 
hard, like the rind of bacon ; both. "the navel- 
ſtrings appear'd very well, and in their natu- 
ral ſtations. It ſeems ſurprizins, that one of 
theſe children ſhould be perfect and entire, 
come to its maturity without the leaſt putre- 
faction, and the other in ſuch a putrefy' d con- 
dition, as we have deſcribed it; perhaps it died 


(EY betwixt 
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betwixt the fourth and fifth month, and prov- 
ed the cauſe of the dropſy in the mother. 
And tho' cach of theſe two children remained 
all the while in their peculiar membranes and 
water, and had its peculiar after-burthen, 
without any communication with one another, 
yet it ſeems hard to be conceived, how in the 
ſame concavity, ſuch as the womb is, there 
ſhould be contained at once two children, and 
one of them to appear ſound and perfect in all 
its parts (tho' dead) and the other quite putri- 
fied. I will leave the fall deciſion of this pro- 
blem to the phyſicians ; yet if I may be per- 
mitted to tell my opinion, I look upon this 
preſervation of the dead child like what we 
{ee in dead bodies under water, which, unleſs 
they are expoſed to the air, will remain there 
uncorrupted a great while, Add to this, that 
the child remains in its proper natural water 
and place it has had its beginning in and ſub- 
ſtance, and conſequently is not expoſed to any 
thing heterogeneous to its nature. 

But to return to our obſervation : the wo- 
man being deliver'd, expected every minute 
_ be her laſt; but the flooding proving 

ery kind and natural, ſhe mended a-pace, I 
x 14 her immediately the juice of ſour oranges 
with jome ſyrrup of maiden hair, which 1 
ſeidom fail to give to ſuch child- bed women, 
as are under my care, if the ſame is to be had at 
all. The next morning ſhe had an emollient 
aud diflolvent clyſter apply d to her, and another 

at 
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at night, with two ounces of oil of ſweet- al- 
monds, but without honey. The ſame was 
repeated the following day, being Tueſday, 
.when ſhe felt ſomewhat feveriſh, but would eat 
bread and meat broths; nay, meat itſelf, in 
ſpite of all our perſuaſions to the contrary. 
To tell my opinion in this caſe; A woman 
lately delivered (provided there appear no ſimp- 
toms of a fever) may eat immediately after ber de- 
livery, as well as the beaſts ds (be it ſpoken with- 
out compariſon) as ſheep and ſuch like, who re- 
turn immediately to their natural paſture; I ſee © 
10 reaſon, why a woman, who is a rational ant- 
mal, ſhould not in the ſame manner make uſe im- 
mediately of ſuch a proper diet as God has allot- 
ted for that purpoſe. And for my part, I free- 
ly confeſs, I never did deny thoſe under my 
care the uſe of a little ſolid meat (unleſs they 
were feveriſn) and I never obſferv'd any incon- 
veniency in it, till the time the milk begins to 
ſtir, when J order them for three days to ab- 
Win from ſolid meats, and to feed upon broth 
and eggs. 

The Wedneſday ond Thurſday ſhe had the 
ſame clyiters as before. On the Sunday ſhe 
mult needs eat ſome ſtrawberries, tho' we op- 
poſed it, and her legs continued. much ſwell'd. 
Monday the had a clyſter again of the before- 
mention'd decoction, wit three ounces of 
honey. Every morning and night ſhe uled a 
fomentation of the decoction of barley and 
chervil. The Wedneſday following the ſent 
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for two noted phyſicians, Dr. Creſſe and Dr. 
du Cheſne, who, tho' they could prevail upon 
her no more than we, to abſtain from ſolid 
meats, yet at laſt cured her totally of the 
dropſy. They were much ſurprizi'd at what 
had paſſed before and at her delivery. 
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OBSERVATION LXXV. 


The Delivery of a Child with the whole Arm 
hanging out of the Womb, but very black and 
putrify'd. 


UNE 3th, 1661, I was ſent for to a gen- 

tlewoman, living in the iſle of our Lady, 
in the ſtreet of Deuxpont, in St. Lewis's pariſh. 
I found her in ſo deplorable a condition, that I 
muſt confeſs in all my practice for thirty years 
laſt paſt, I ſcarce ever met with one worſe 
than this; and for this reaſon it is, that I 
thought fit to inſert this obſervation, tho' I 
have treated upon the ſame ſubject before; this 
being highly remarkable for the nicety of the 
caſe. | 
The midwife told me, That the membranes 
were broken, and the water come away ever ſince 
iwo o clock after dinner, which) was eight bears 
befere my coming, it being then ten at night; that 
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fo ſoon as ſhe had found the child not well turn d. 
ſhe had defired further aſſiſtance, but that the 
woman's relations had delay d it till now. Upon 
ſearch made, I ſoon discover d the danger and 
difficulty that would attend both the woman 
and me in this delivery, for the child was 
dead and much putrefy'd, and one arm quite 
black hanging out of the womb; and what 
render'd the caſe much worſe, both to her and 
myſelf, was, that the paſſage was much in- 
flam'd and ſwell'd, which made me judge, that 
ſomebody had been at work there before, and 
I was confirm'd in my opinion, when the mid- 
wife would not directly anſwer me upon that 
Point, when I aſked her, but remained filent. 
1 underſtood afterwards, that they had employ- 
ed a certain man- midwife, who, after having 
for ſeven hours tried all his art in vain, left her 
in the lurch. 

Tho' as I told you before, the paſſage was 
much inflam'd and ſwell'd, and the arm very 
black, yet being reſolved to go thro' with the 
work, to endeavour the delivery of a poor 
woman, almoſt ſeiz'd with the pangs of death, 
I endeavour'd to convey my fingers (well grea- 
{cd with butter) into the vagina or paſſage, but 
found it impracticable, without hurting them, 
the whole circumference being ſwell'd (at leaſt) 
half an inch round, and the womb itſelf cloſed 
up and hard, as if there were not the leaſt 
appearance of a child, feeling almoſt like the 


exterior bark of a trce. At lait however, 
with 
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with incredible pains and difficulty, I brought 
my fingers into the womb; but they were 
immediately ſeiz'd with ſuch a benumbedneſs, 
that I was forc'd to draw them back; and when 
I attempted the ſame a ſecond time, I was again 
forc'd to deſiſt for the ſame reaſon, which vex'd 
me to the foul, and made me complain of my 
hard fortune; but being reſolutely bent to 
leave nothing unattempted, I refolved to deli- 
ver the woman by whatever means I might 
poſſibly encompaſs it; and for want of better 
advice, I was forc'd to make uſe of my own; I 
pull'd by the arm, which thereby was ſepara- 
ted irom the body, yet without the leaſt hurt to 
the mother, and without any other inſtrument 
but my bare hand, I pull'd out the arm in 
hopes now to get more room to convey my fin- 
gers into the womb, which J did, but being 
ſeized with the ſame benumbedneſs in my hand, 
J was forc'd to deſiſt a third time. I maſt tell 
you upon this occaſion, that tho' I was forced 
to ſeparate the arm, I would not adviſe you to 
follow the ſame method, which I did not ap- 
prove of, the true way being to bring in one's 
fingers and hand into the womb, to ſeparate the 
feet, and thus to draw out the child, without 
which it is impoſſible to bring out the child, 
without hurting the woman, or making uſe of 
proper inſtruments, never to be apply'd, but 

in caſes of the greuteſt neceſſity. 
Being recovered a little from my wearinefs, I 
went to work again, and convey'd my hand 
(well 


I 
(well greaſed with butter) into the paſſage, but 
the ſame benumbedneſs as before made me to 
ſtop a little, till at laſt getting my hand again 
to the bottom of the womb, I ſearch'd for the 
feet, but met only with the head and neck ly- 
ing on one fide of the womb, and turning my 


hand to the other fide, could feel nothing but 


the other arm, till at laſt I found out one knee 
among the membranes of the after-burthen ; I 
uſed all poſſible endeavours to draw it with my 
finger (bent in the ſhape of a hook) towards 
me, but by the cloſing of the inner orifice of 
the womb about my hand, the ſame was once 
more affected with ſuch a benumbedneſs and 
pain, that not being in a condition to do its 
office, I was forced to draw it out of the 
womb. 

However, having once more recover'd my 
ſtrength, I brought my hand into the womb 
again, and conducting my fingers along one of 
the child's legs, I took hold of the foot, which I 
drew out very gently, for fear of tearing it off 
from the child's body, in which caſe I ſhould 
have been at a loſs for the other, which ſuc- 
ceeded according to expeRation ; fo that hav- 
ing wrapp'd them both in a cloth, I pull'd out 
the buttocks and remaining part of the body 
to the ſhoulders, which J alio brought out, 
leaving only the arm in the body, to ſerve me 
for a guide to the head ; but it broke from 
the trunk of the body, as the other had done; 
and when I was pulling the head out, it alſo 
dil- 
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disjoin'd from the neck, it being not in my 
power to prevent it. I got two of my fingers 
into the child's mouth ; but the under-jaw 
breaking, I was forc'd to let go my hold; and 
not being able to get my fingers either into the 
eyes or ears, I was neceſſitated to have recourſe 
to the laſt remedy, vig. the hook. I con- 
vey'd my left hand firſt into the neck, and 
afterwards to the bottom of the womb, to ſerve 
as a guide to the hook, which was fix'd in 
one of the jaw-bones ; but as I begun to pull, 
the bone either broke, or the hook flipt out. 
This made me to bring my fingers again into 
the womb, to fetch out the ſplinters of the 
bones. I found the brains coming out of the 
| ſkull; but not being able to each: the remain- 
ing part of the head with my fingers, I was 
forc'd to pull it out with the hook ; but as 
the bones of this part of the head were as 
ſharp-edged as a knife, and as pointed as 
needles, they tore a ſmall piece of the inner 
orifice of the womb, of the bigneſs of the ſixth 
part of an inch. I am ſenſible it will be ob- 
jected, That I ought to have talen care again/t it; 
unto which I anſwer, That in ſuch cafes one is 
not always in a condition to do what one would, 
but only as well as one can. 

But this ſkinny piece adhering ſtill at one 
end to the womb, I conſidered with myſelf, 
whether I had beſt cut it off or not: if I did not, 
I had reaſon to fear an inflammation, or dange- 


Tous tumour, and perhaps a gangrene in the 
cir- 
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circumjacent parts; whereas if I cut it off, it 
was likely to turn to a ſuppuration, which 
would much abate the ſymptoms, and procure 
a healing; ſo I thought fit to cut it off, and the 
ſucceſs was altogether anſwerable to my ex- 
pectation. For leaving her for that night to 
the management of the midwife and nurſe, I 
found her pretty well the next day, only that 
her privities were ſomewhat ſwell'd; ſo I or- 


der'd them to be fomented, or bathed with a 


decoction of barley and chervil, which remo- 
ved the tumour: for the reſt, I order'd her, 
as I commonly do with other child-bed wo- 
men. I was ſomewhat ſuſpicious, that the 
tearing of the inner orifice might occaſion a bar- 
renneſs in her, but the contrary has appear'd, 
ſhe having been deliver'd of ſeveral children 
ſince. She kept. her bed only fourteen days, 
and had every day applied to her two emollient 


clyſters, according to our preſcription in the 
beginning of this treatiſe, 
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OBSERVAT ION LXXVI. 


. Of a Woman who died by the inverting of the 
Bottom of the Womb, two Hours after her 
Delivery. 


Eptember 25th, 1681, I was ſent for to open 

the dead body of a certain gentlewoman 

in Beau-ſfreet, near St, Germains the Elder. I 

found no outward imperfection on her body, 

except a ſwelling, or prominency of the big- 

neſs of a white loaf of two pounds, near the 

navel ; an evident ſign, that ſhe had been at- 

flicted with a navel rupture from the 0s xi- 
Pboi des. » 

I aſked how long fhe liv'd after her delivery, 
and was told, about two hours; that it was her 
firſt child; that ſhe had been in hard labour two 

days, but was at laſt ſafely deliver'd, and the 
after-burthen follow'd witoiut the leaſt violence; 
which laſt I could not well apprehend, for if 
ſo, the womb could not have been thus in- 
verted from its natural poſition, Tis true, 
they ſhew'd me the after-burthen entire ; but 
notwithitanding this, it is certain, that it did 
ſtick to ths womb, which follow'd the af- 


ter-burthen as the midwife pull'd by the na- 
2 vel- 
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vel-ſtring, and thus occaſioned this inverſion 
before the after-burthen was looſened. The 
midwife finding the woman ready to faint 
away, and upon ſearch feeling ſomething ſhe did 
not well underſtand, ſhe defired the aſſiſtance 
of a man-midwite, who being ſent for, did all 
he could to reduce the womb into its natu- 
ral ſtation ; but finding all his endeavours in 
vain, told the woman e ſhould provide for ber 
ſoul; and being a{k'd when, he anſwer'd, im- 
mediately, becauſe ſhe was a dead woman. 
The poor patient ſurprized (as may be eafily 
oueſs'd) at ſo unexpected and abrupt an an- 
ſwer, (eſpecially fince but a little before ſhe 
had judg'd herſclf out of danger, and found 
no other inconveniency but ſome vomiting) 
was ſo dejected thereat, that ſhe had ſcarce 
time to confeſs before ſhe expird, as I have 
been inform'd by ſeveral perfons there pre- 
ſent. 

I open'd the dead body, making two inci- 
ſions betwixt the two collar-bones, down the 
breaſt-bone to the os ſacrum; and then ano- 
ther inciſion croſs the navel, from one fide 
of the hips to the other, ſeparating the exte- 
rior membranes, the muſcles of the inferior 
belly and the paunch. All the parts of the 
inferior concavity appear'd natural, except 
that the ſtomach was fomewhat extended with 
wind. Thoſe of the breaſt or cheſt were the 
ſame. The privy parts allo appear'd very 
ſound, except that the vagina or paſſage ” 

the 
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the neck of the womb was bruifed about the 
breadth of two inches in its inferior part, a 

thing that frequently happens in the delivery 
of the firſt child. I convey'd my fingers 
within the orifice of the womb, where, on 
the extremity of the neck, I felt a ſoft body 
or ſubſtance, which I conjectur'd to be the in- 
terior ſide of the bottom of the womb. The 
bladder was without urine, and yet much ex- 
tended. But to convince the ſtanders by of 
the true cauſe of the death of this woman, 
and by what means ſhe might have been pre- 
ſerved, I brought my fingers into the entrance 
of the neck of the womb, where, in the 
midſt, I found a ſolid round fubſtance of the 
bigneſs of a white loaf of two pounds, repre- 
ſenting the crown of a hat turn'd the in- 
tide outward. I reduc'd this inverted bottom 
of the womb into its natural poſition with 
the circumjacent parts, and then ſhew'd the 
natural poſition of the interior orifice of the 
womb, which I took with all its parts out of 
the body, and putting the ſame upon a clean 
cloth, I repreſented its true polition to the 
ſpectators, as alſo the privy parts, the Iabia, 
urethra, neck or entrance into the womb, 
Sc. the laſt of which being diſſected on one 
ſide (for fear of hurting the bladder) we per- 
eiv'd an inflammation there, occaſion'd per- 
haps by the forcing of the child thro' it, with- 
out any blame of the midwife. I plainly ſhew'd 


them tae place where the womb had been 
turn'd 
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turn'd the infide outward, and how far it 
had been borne down into the neck of the 
womb. 

The next being the diſſection of the bladder, 
we found the ſame very natural, except that it 
was much diſtended, which perhaps might be 
the cauſe of the vomiting of this woman, by 
reaſon of the communication of the nerves 
betwixt the bladder, ſtomach and brain. The 
next thing I did, was to take an exact view of 
all and every part of the interior orifice of 
the womb, the better to ſatisfy my curioſity 
as to what has been ſaid in our 75th ob- 
ſervation, concerning the bearing down of 
this orifice and its membranous ſubſtance ; it 
being certain, that there is ſometimes to be 
found round about it a certain membranous 
circumference of the breadth of the fixth part 
of an inch, tho' not in all women, which 
ought to be well objerv'd by men-midwives 
and midwives, who ſometimes miſtaking this 
membranous circumference for ſome remnants 
of the membranes belonging to the aſter- bur- 
then, tear them off, and thereby occaſion, not 
only exceſſive pains, but alſo death itſelf to 
the woman, or at leaſt a dangerous flux cf 
blood or barrenneſs, the womb not being 
able to retain the ſeed after injection. 

I found the circumfercnce in this woman of 
the breadth of a fixth part of an inch of a 
cheſtnut colour in its circuit; we open'd it 
and the whole womb, which was ha!f an inch 
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thick, and bright, except in that place where 
the after-burthen had been joined to it; it 
was alſo very entire: 'tis true, we found with- 
in it part of the membranes of the after-bur- 
then adhering to one fide, of the bigneſs of 
two palms of a hand, which I eaſily ſeparated, 
it being like a very thin leather. This could 
produce no inconveniency to the woman, as 
had been obſerv'd before. The womb was 
thicker on that part where the after-burthen 
had been annexed to it (and from whence alſo 
the child receives its nouriſhment) than in any 
other part. 

This may ſerve as a warning for people to 
pitch upon good and experienced Men-mid- 
wives or midwives: for, in caſe this inverted 
womb had immediately been reducd to its 
natural ſtation, they had ſaved the woman's 


life. 
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OBSERVATION LAXVII. 


The Delivery of a Child with the Yard and 
Cods foremot. 


Ovember iſt, 1681, I was ſent for to a 
gentlewoman in labour, living in the 
ſtreet of St. Dennis, oppoſite to the ſtreet de 
la Chauveracrie, who having but a few pains, 
I gueſſed her travail not to be very near as 
yet. Upon ſearch I could not diſcover any 
part of the child. About two hours after 
the pains encreaſed, but rather forward to the 
belly than backward to the hips. I ſearch'd 
her again, and finding there was now ſome 
hopes of an approaching labour, I ordered 
her to be laid upon the bed, and upon ſearch 
felt part of the child, which being very ſoſt, 
I could not diſtinguiſh what it was at that 
time ; but after another ſtrong pain, I found it 
to be the yard and cod of the child. I con- 
vey'd my fingers along the thigh, which did lie 
in the hindermoſt part of the womb with the 
knees bent, and taking hold of one foot, 
drew it to the orifice and baptized it, and 
then brought it out in the ſame manner as 
has been mentioned before in the obſervations. 
R 2 lt 
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It proved a luſty boy, who did very well; 
and the mother had a very good lying: in, uſing 
no other remedies but ſuch as I commonly 
ive to women in child- bed, as cooling and 
emollient clyſters ; and for her diet, ſolid and 
digeſt;ble meats, which I always allow of, 
provided there be no figns of a fever. 
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OBsERVaTION LXXVIII. 


The Delivery of a Woman of Quality of a 
Fetus, not above four and a half Months 
old, the Head remaining in the Womb, 
and was not brought thence together with 
the After-burthen, but with great Difji- 
culty. 


CTOBER r7th, 1682, I was ſent for to 

a lady of quality, in the ſtreet of St. Eu- 
ſtache, being afflicted with a violent flux of 
Blood. I enquired after the reaſon, unto which 
ſhe anſwer'd, That ſhe was four months and a half 
with child, but could give no reaſon for this flux, 
ſhe baving been very careful not to ſtrain herſelf, 
or to commit any other error that could occaſion 
it, I enquired further into the circumſtances 
that attended her fickneſs ; ſhe told me, That 
as often as the flux was ready to appear, ſhe 


Per- 
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perceiv'd before-hand a pain in the right fide of 
her hips, and thence downwards along the kid- 
neys to the bladder; and that after ſhe had felt 
this pain, ſhe never miſs'd of evacuating only 
five or fix drops of blood, which being follow'd 
within five or fix days after by a violent flux 
of blood, had cauſed her ſeveral times to miſ- 
carry, in which I had the honour to be aſſiſtant 
to ber divers times before. 

Dr. Moreau had left nothing unattempted 
both before and after her being with child, 
that might conduce for the preſervation of 
this Fœtus, and to prevent a miſcarriage. 
But notwithſtanding all his care ſhe had ano- 
ther relapſe, and therefore defired my aflif- 
tance, | 

I defired her to be let blood, and that a 
phyſician might be called. Dr. Puylon, a learn- 
ed phylician of the faculty of Paris, being 
ſent for accordingly, not only approv'd of 
what I had done, but allo order'd a ſecond 
phlebotomy to allay her pain in the belly, 
which continued as yet. The fame was by this 
ſecond letting of blood appeaſed for ſome days; 
but returning with greater violence than be- 
fore, about two o'clock in the night, I was 
ſent for in a coach, for the more ſpeed's fake, 
and upon ſearch found one hand of the fae- 
tus. In the mean while the violence of the 
flux increaſed, and her ſtrength decreaſing in 
proportion, ſhe preſſed hard to be delivered. 
I told her, it was a nice point, and involved in 
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great Difficulties, becauſe a fetus of that age was 
not to be turned fo well as a perfect child; but ſhe 
being urgent for a quick delivery, and her hus- 
band ſeconding her requeſt, I reſolv'd to begin 
the work, without any further delay, there 
being but little probability to prevail with Dr. 
Puylon to come at that time of the night. 

Having therefore well greaſed my fingers, 
I convev'd into the inner orifice of the womb, 
which I found open'd of about the bigneſs of 
a French crown piece, and fo ſoft, as to give 
way with eaſe to the motion of my fingers, 
which I ſpread by degrees and brought into the 
womb, where taking hold of the feet, I drew 
them towards me, but as ill fortune would 
have it, the head remaining within the womb, 
] was forced to bring it out, tho' not without 
great difficulty, by putting my fingers into 
the mouth. But the after- burthen not follow- 
ing, I would willingly have ſtaid for the com- 
ing of Dr. Puylon, but the time and occaſion 
being too precious, I was forced to proceed ; 
for in caſe J had drawn out my hand, I could 
not poſſibly have brought it in again, or at 
leaſt not without cauſing exceſſive pain to the 
woman. 

So I endeavour'd to peel off the aſter-bur- 
then with the tops of my fingers, but could 
effect it only by ſmall pieces; fo the patient 
herſelf aſſiſted me courageouſly, by ſtraining 
her belly with her hands. downwards, whilſt 
mine were employ'd in the neck, and 1 * 
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the womb itſelf; ſo that at laſt I got it all 
away. Dr, Puylon coming in the morning, and 
being inform'd what was paſſed, ſpoke highly 
in recommendation of this delivery, and took 
ſuch effectual care, that the patient felt not 
the leaſt ſymptoms of a fever. He preſcrib'd 
her only a good nouriſhing diet, and the 
juice of a fourth part of a ſour orange in 
each cup of broth, beſides two clyſters every 
day. 

The fetus, or child, was four months and 
a half old, The woman did eat ſolid meats, 
the ſecond day, and was very well after it. 
Hence it is evident, how erroneous is the vul- 
gar opinion among the women, that the leaſt 
hurt with the nail proves mortal to a wo- 
man in child-bed ; it being impoſſible that 
ſuch a delivery as this could be per form'd 
without it, leſs or more. The chief cauſe of 
the death of ſo many child-bed women is 
to be attributed rather to the ill habit of 
their bodies, or ſome defluxions upon the 
breaſt. I have frequently met with women 
in child-bed in our hoſpitals of Paris, whoſe 


bodies being open'd after their death, the 


mY were found to be putrefy d. The ſame 
may be ſaid of the turning of the milk, and 
the ſtoppage of the flooding occaſioned after 
by melancholy, or ſweet- ſcented things, the 
laſt whereof cauſeth ſometimes fits and faint- 
ings, which I have ſeen to laſt twenty-four 
hours. 1 remember a certain gentlewoman 
R 4 in 
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in St. Mederic's-ſtreet, who being recovered 
out of ſuch a ſwooning fit by phlebotomy, 
repeated ſeveral times by Mr. Bouclier my 
brother ſurgeon, remembered every thing that 
had paſſed. This diſaſter was occaſion'd by 
the — ſcent of a perfumer her next neigh- 
bour. 

The ſame may be ſaid of melancholy. I 
knew a gentlewoman, the wife of a merchant 
near St. Paul's church, who, out of melan- 
choly (perhaps alſo the milk might have a 
ſhare in the matter) broke out into no leſs 
than nine ulcers, on her arms, thighs and 
legs. Dr. Dicakivoy, at preſent deacon of 
the faculty of Paris, managed the matter fo 
well, that after eight phlebotomies, and the 
opening of the ulcers (out of cach of which 
iſfued forth three or four ounces of well con- 
cocted purulent matter) the woman recover'd 
her health. And here I can't paſs by in 
filence, what happen'd to me upon this occa- 
ſion, being a molt remarkable, and ſcarce cre- 
dible accident. The doctor and I coming one 
day to open one of theſe ulcers in her arm, 
which contained betwixt three and four ounces 
of purulent matter, and the patient refu- 
ſing poſitively to permit me, the doctor 
thought fit to have it delayed till the next 
day; when both returning to perform the 
intended opening, we ſtood amaz'd, to ſee 
that the ulcer was vaniſh'd, without leaving 
behind it the leaſt ſigns of any ſuppuration. 
But 
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But we were no leſs ſurpriz d with what we 
ſaw immediately after : for as I was employ'd 


to remove a plaiſter from one of the ulcers of 


the other arm, which was cloſing up the day 
before, and had not emited any purulent 
matter in eight days, above four. ounces of 
well concocted purulent matter iſſued thence 
with much violence; a convincing inſtance, 
that nature has certain hidden channels not 
diſcoverable by our eyes. 

The ſame may be ſaid of turning, or the 
motion of the milk in women in child-bed, 
who, from the ſecond to the fifth day, are 
commonly ſeiz'd with a fever; and in thoſe 
days the breaſts increaſe remarkably, till the 
milk turning back to the womb, diſcharges it- 
ſelf there with the flooding, tho' the ways 
thro' which it is convey'd, are not diſcerni- 
ble to our eyes. Mr, Briſet and I have in our 
hoſpitals of Paris open'd a good number of 
dead bodics of child-bed women, but could 
never as yet diſcover any paſſage whereby 
the milk might paſs to the womb. I be- 
lieve this to be as inveſtigable as the true cauſe 
why ſome women are troubled with the af- 
ter-pains, and others not; and what is more 
ſtrange, many women, who never were ſen- 
fible of theſe after-pains in their firſt lying- 
in, are afflicted with them ever after to a 
high degree. I commonly give to women 
in this condition five ounces of the water of 
the pellitory of the wall, two ounces of ſyrup 
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of maiden-hair, mix'd with the juice of two 
ſour oranges; but this muſt not be given till 
after the delivery. The water opens, the ſyr- 
rup and orange juice promotes the flooding, 
and in ſome removes the atter-pains. 


OBSERVATION LXXIX. 


The Delivery of a Gentlewoman ſeized with 
a violent Flux of Blood in the Seventh 
Month after her Bigneſs, and afterwards 


again towards the End of ber Eighth 
Month. e 


ULV 16th, 1682, I was ſent for about four 
in the afternoon to a gentlewoman in la- 
bour, in the ſtreet of Bourdonnois, ſeiz'd with 
a molt violent flux of blood, after a colic. 
Upon enquiry, I found, that being ſciz'd with 
ſuch another flux in her ſeventh month, attend- 
ed with a fever, ſhe had been very well cured 
by Dr. Lalier, Faber and Monguireau, who let 
her blood eight times, and order'd ſeveral 
purges and clyſters. Towards the end of her 
eighth month being ſeiz'd with another fit of 
the colic, which continued all night, the 
fame was at laſt appeaſed by the uſe of a cly- 


ſter. But being follow'd the fame afternoon, 
3 about 
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about four o'clock, by a flux of blood, I was 
ſent for. After phlebotomy in the right arm, 
I order'd the following plaiſter to be applied 
to the region of the hips. 

Take Bole-armoniac one ounce, of Dragon's 
blood half an ounce, of gips (ſuch as the plai- 
ſterers uſe) one ounce, make 1t up into a plai- 
ſter with the white of an egg, ſome vinegar 
and water. 

This ſomewhat allay'd the flux; but the 
ſame returning within an hour, ſo as to put 
the patient into a ſwoon, I ſearch'd her, and 
finding the inner orifice open'd to the bigneſs 
of a French half-crown, 1 felt within a certain 
foft ſubſtance, which proving the after-bur- 
then, I conjectur'd it to be faſtened to the orifice. 
The cafe being thus involv'd in no ſmall dif- 
ficulties, I requir'd the advice of a good phy- 
ſician (as one ought to do in ſuch caſes, to 
ſave one's reputation) and Dr. Long, a noted 
phyſician of the faculty of Paris, being ſent for, 
he declared her to be ſo weak, that ſhe muſt 
infallibly die, unleſs ſhe were ſpeedily deliver- 
ed, He preſcrib'd her only a cordial of the 
confection of hyacinths, of pearls, and the 
{yrrup of pomegranates. 

He was no ſooner gone, but the patient fall- 
ing again into a ſwoon, occaſioned by the great 
loſs of blood, which continued ſtill, we were 
forc'd to hold burning paper, and burning 
feathers of partridges before her noſe, to ſtop 


the vapours, which aroſe up into her head. 
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I found the beſt effect from the ſmoak of a 
burnt nutmeg, held to her noſe. 

Whilſt ſhe was receiving the ſacraments, 
Dr. Lalier and Faber came along with Mr. Bou- 
clet, a famous man-midwife, to ſee her, who 
judg'd her incapable of taking any remedies, 
except a little nouriſhment. They aſked me 
my judgment; I told them, That ſhe muſt be 
deliver d ſpeedily ; but they being of opinion, 
That we muſt have further patience, they left 
me with the patient, who falling again into a 
ſwoon, we expected every moment her death. 

Hereupon I defired her huſband to fetch 
another doctor, in whoſe preſence I might 
undertake her delivery, unto which I was moſt 
earneſtly preſſed by the mother of the patient, 
who cry'd, That ſince according to the judgment 
of the phyſicians, ſhe muſt infallibly die, unleſs 
ſhe were deliver d, I ſhould attempt it to ſave 
her life, notwithſtanding their ſentiments to 
the contrary. 

By this time her huſhand being come in 
With another doctor, that belong'd to the fa- 
culty, and a man of great practice; he ſeeing 
that the woman was ready to expire, and 
that her mother and huſband urg'd her de- 
livery, he conſented to the ſame, tho' there 
were no ſigns of a labour, ſhe complaining 
only of a burning pain about the heart, which 
ſhe ſhewed us with her hand, being al- 
moſt quite out of her ſenſes, and ſcarce 


able to ſpeak. Purſuant to our reſolution I 
con- 
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convey'd my hand (well greaſed) into the 
neck of the womb, where I found the inner 
_ orifice to the bigneſs of a French crown-piece, 
and in a condition to admit of a further di- 
latation with my fingers. I felt the after- 
burthen faſtened quite round the circumference 
of the orifice; but being ſeparated gently 
with my finger, I brought all my fingers 
and the hand to the bottom of the womb, 
whereunto I had open'd my way, by ſpreading 
my tingers, and entering gradually, to cauſe as 
little pain as poſſibly I could to the woman. 
I ſay, as little, for it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
done quite without, tho' moſt women in this 
condition are not ſenſible of it; or if they 
are, have not ſtrength to complain, occaſion- 
ed by the great loſs of blood and ſpirits. As 
my fingers were entering the womb, it ſelt 
no otherwiſe than a bladder, and coming with- 
in it, I open'd the membranes, and feeling the 
child {till ſwimming in its water, this gave me 
a good opportunity to get the feet, and to ac- 
compliſh the delivery of the child, which 
however had been dead ſome time before, 
Immediately after the mother recover'd ſome- 
what of her ſwoonings, and the burning heat 
about the heart ceaſed, owing perhaps their 
origin to the vapours riſen out of the womb, 
which I leave to the determination of the. 
doctors. 

It is obſervable, that in all deliveries, that 
part which appears firſt comes forth laſt ; theſe 
are 
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are the membranes of the after-burthen, 
which firſt preſent themſelves before the inner 
orifice of the womb, being forced thither by 
the pains, and the water contained within 
them. After the breaking of theſe mem- 
branes, follows the head or any other part of 
the child ; after that the womb-cake or after- 

burthen, and at laſt the two membranes. In 
ſome women the membrane anmos is ſepara- 
ted from the chortion, as it was in this wo- 
man, the ammnios encloſing the navel-ſtring, 
and the chorion the after-burthen ; ſometimes 
there remains part of the ammios adhering to 
the inſide of the womb, which by reaſon of 
its thin ſubſtance is not to be ſeparated thence 
without danger, but is commonly brought 
away with the flooding, without any further 


inconveniency. 
I brought forth the after- burthen, which 


appear'd very ſound, tho' ſomewhat dry, which 
as well as the death of the child was by the 
doctors attributed to the vaſt loſs of blood of 
the mother. 

When I reflect upon this caſe, I can't but 
pity a great many women, who are loſt for 
want of timely help, upon fuch occaſions. 
I ſtaid with our patient till midnight, when 
leaving her to the care of her mothcr and 
nurſe, I chargd them not to give her above 
two ſpoonfuls of food at a time, ſometimes 
of broth, ſometimes of jelly of meats, and 


ſometimes a ſpoonful of wine, for fear, by 
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taking too much at once, ſhe might be in 
danger of being ſuffocated, as I have known 
it to have happen'd in other perſons, which 
I thought not fit to paſs by in filence, to 
ſerve as a warning to ſuch as attend women 
in child-bed, to be cautious how they admi- 
niſter food to thoſe under their care, let them 
be never ſo weak, the exceſs thereof being of 
mortal conſequence. 

The next day ſhe purſued the ſame courſe, 
finding now no other inconveniency but her 
want of ſtrength; her flooding was very mo- 
derate, and ſo was the motion of the milk 
betwixt the fourth and fifth day; and as it 
began to abate, her left foot began to ſwell 
from the fixth till the ninth day, when the 
leg alſo began to ſwell, and at laſt the thigh, 
attended with moſt violent pains. 

We preſcrib'd her an ointment made of 
oil of camomil and of ſweet almonds, up- 
on which we laid a poultice made of new 
milk, crumbs of white bread, the yolks of 
eggs and ſome ſaffron, adding to it ſome of 
the emollient herbs, as the mallows, althea, 
violet leaves and the roots of white lillies 
bruiſed. About the twelfth day the pain was 
ſomething abated in the affected parts, but 
ſhifted to the right thigh, leg and foot. The 
doctors aſk'd me, Whether there might be any 
z11 diſpoſition in the wemb ; I told them, No; 
and ſearching the exterior parts, I found them 


in a good condition, which I declared to the 
doctors, 
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doctors, adding, That according t my opi- 
mon, this foelling might owe its origin to 
the phlegmatic humour that abounded in the 
blood, cauſed by the late great loſs of blood 
and ſpirits. Accordingly they preſcribed di- 
vers remedies (ſuch as have been mention- 
ed already before) which being piepar'd 
by Mr. Janſton, a noted apothecary, per- 
form'd its operation fo ſucceſsfully, that 
the patient was able to bear a purge the 
eighteenth day after her delivery. This 
purge being follow'd immediately after by 
a ſmall looſeneſs, and a ſtrong evacuation 
thro' the urinal veſſels, the ſwelling abat- 
ed, and ſhe was reſtored to her former 
health. 

This violent flux of blood may ſerve as 
an inſtance to men-midwives, that, as they 
ought to proceed with circumſpection in 
ſuch caſes, ſo they muſt not be faint-heart- 
ed, and not prefer their reputation before 
the ſafety of the life of a woman. Had 
this been a perſon of note, perhaps no 
body would have ventur'd upon this ope- 
ration, as I did, But I fay again, in ſuch 
caſes you ought to have more regard to 
God and your neighbour, than any other 
conſiderations: To God, who muſt needs 
be highly diſpleaſed with ſuch a neglect: 
to our neighbour, who ought not to be 
left deſtitute in ſuch prefling emergencies, 
in which _— times a poor woman comes 


off 
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off better than thoſe of a higher rank. I can- 
not conclude this head better, than with what 
Dr. Bovillet, a moſt expert perſon, and Phy- 
ſician to his Highneſs the Prince of Conde, 
faid to us, when he came to viſit our patient; 
viz. That in ſuch caſes as theſe, it was the du- 
ty of every honeſt man ſtrictiy to follow the Rules 
of his profeſſion or art, without any regard to 
the condition or quality of the patient, or to the 
cenſures of the world. 
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OBsERVATION LXXX. 


The Delivery of a Woman of three Children, 
the firſt alive and perfect, the other tao being 
dead. 


ARCH the 18th, 1683, I was ſent for at 
J ten oclock at night to a gentlewoman 
in Labour, in St. Martin's ſtreet, in the pariſh 
of St. Mederic, who complaining of moſt vio- 
lent pains in her hips and fundament ; upon 
ſearch I found nothing as yet approaching 
to a labour, nor any opening of the womb 
except that it began to bear downwards to tife 
outward orifice ; ſo that being able to touch 


with my finger its whole circumference, 2 
ce 
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feel its weight, I judged the child to be well 
turned. Thus I returned home again ; but the 
pains increaiing I was ſent for again the next 
morning, at two o'clock, when | found the 
membranes appearing full of water: I began 
to hope for a ſpeedy delivery, notwithſtand- 
ing the woman had for ſeveral days paſt been 
much troubled with continual vomiting, with- 
out being able to keep either any ſolid or li- 
quid matter in her ſtomach ; beiides that, ſhe 
was Corpulent, complained of a ſtiange ſick- 
neſs in her ſomach; and that, ſhe could ſcarce 
feel the child to ſtir, a thing often compl.ined 
of by women in ladour, which now began to 
advance pretty well in our patient. About 
four a clock in the morning I ordered her a 
clyſter made only of the decoction of white 
bread, and four ounces of well deſpumated 


| honey ; after which finding the membranes 
with the child to advance avace, JI ordered 


the woman to be laid conveniently upon a 
bed, wherenpon the membranes breaking, 


there iſſued thence two or tliree pounds of 


water, the child following immediate! y with 
the crown of its head foremoſt, which thence 
they call in France a Poronation, I then or- 
3 her to be laid a- croſs the bed again, ſoon 


after which the pains increaſing, and the 


child making its way forward, the head came 
out; ſo 1 laid one of my hands on each 
fide. of the ears, and pulled out the whole 


child, which cried - immediately, an infallible 


ſign 
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fign of its being alive and well. The navel- 
ſtring g being twiſted round its wailt, I untwilt- 
ed it, and tied a ſtring with a knot on it, two 
inches breadth from the child's belly (as has 
been told before) but judging by the flender 
bulk of the child, that there migat perhaps 
be another behind in the womb, I tied another 
ſtring two inches higher, and then cut the 
ſtring betwixt the two knots. 
Notwithitanding this, I ſearched _ the 
after-burthen of the firſt, pulling gently by 
the navel-ſtring, without the leaſt Lol. -nce, 
and conveying my hand along the ſtring w thin 
the orifices, I drew out the after- burthen entire 
with 1ts membranes ; but letting my fingers 
ſlip further into the womb, I felt a ſmall 
hand, which I told to the woman's huſband, 
and ſoon after finding my hand bedawbed 
with an ill- ſcented ſlime, I judged the child 
to be dead. Whilſt I was endeavouring to 
turn the child in the womb, I felt a cer- 
tain ſubſtance the bigneſs of the ſharp end 
of a neats-tongue an near the inner 
orifice of the womb, with a firing joined 
to it, which making me to ſuſpect it to be an 
after-burthen, I let it alone; but turning my 
fingers to the right fide of the bottom of the 
womb, I found there ſome protubcrances, not 
unlike bruiſed bones ſqueezed flat and cloſe to- 
gether. I left theſe alſo, to ſearch for the 
feet, which I found, but without any kin; I 
pulled by the toes as you would do with a her- 
8 2 ring 
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ring by the tail, it being of the ſame bigneſs, 
tho' near a foot long. The body was putrified 
and quite dried up, covered with a yellow ex- 
crement ; the head was quite flat, and the 
bones ſqueezed together: the under-jaw was 
ſplit, but covered with a putrid reddiſh mat- 
ter; you could diſcern neither eyes nor noſe ; 
the hands had their trae ſhape, but were 
quite dried up. The navel-ſtring was faſtened 
to the after-burthen, within an inch of its 
edge, and reſembled in ſhape a neat's-tongue. 
I conveyed my fingers along it, and met with 
another child, lefier than the former, being of 
the bigneſs, and as dry as a red-herring ; the 
head was as fiat as a crown-piece, without any 
brains; the chin turned towards the right 
ſhoulder ; the body was of the ſame thicknels 
with the head; the eyes were diſcernable in 
their proper places: the noſe crooked, and the 
mouth ſplit; the chin had its natural ſhape, 
but no broader than the edge of a crown- piece; 
the neck was of the length of a quarter of an 
inch; the arms and legs were flat and ſqueezed 
together, like the reſt of the body; which 
made me conjecture, that they had been thus 
preſſed for want of room in the womb ; but 
what molt ſurpriſed me was their different 

ſize. ä 
For the laſt child was only eight inches long; 
the ſecond, which was moſt putrified, a foot; 
and the fit ſt-born was alive and quite perfect, 
and immediately after its birth diſcharged its 
3 Mecomum, 
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Meconium, or black excrements. 
navel-ſtring of theſe two laſt cloſely joined to 
the hindermoſt part of the womb, with both 


I found the 


the navel-ſtrings inſerted into it. I began to 
ſeparate it from the womb, beginning on the 
peaked end; which being very dry and hard 


ſtuck very cloſe, yet I made ſhift to peel it off 


by degrees, like as we do with the rind of an 
orange; which, as it is not to be done without 
great trouble and pain, ſo it is without any 
further danger, provided you proceed with 
due caution ; it being obſervable, That women 
after an hard labour do better in their lying-in 
(generally ſpeaking ) than thoſe who are delivered 
with more eaſe, eſpecially if they have had the 
advantage of a ſrilful man-midwife or midwnfe, 
whereof 1 could give you many inſtances of my 
own experience, The reaſon whereoi, as alſo, 
why ſo many women in this year 1083, have 
born two or three children at once (a thing 
not oblerved in many years before) I leave to 
the judgment of the phyſicians, | hive de- 
livered ſeveral of them, and this laſt mentioned 
could not but puzzle my thoughts, thut a wo- 
man ſhould be delivered of three children at 
once, one whereot ſhould prove perfect and 
well, the other two dead, of ſo different a ze, 
with one after-burthen to both; beſides that, 
the leaſt of all was not ſo much putrified as 
the other, I know I ſhall be told, it is a ſu- 
perfœtation; but after all, this does not ſatisfy 


my underſtanding ; and I am apt to believe, 


Will 
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will not do ſo to others. I leave it therefore 
to the determination of the phyſicians, who are 
the moſt proper judges of it. 

But to return to our obſervation: the edge 
of the after-burthen of theſe two laſt children 
was very hard and dry, The navel-iiring 
of the ſmalleſt child was joined to the atter- 
burthen near the edge, oppoſite to the navel- 
ſtring of the other child; neither appcared 
there the leaſt ſign of any mewbrancs, yet 
I found ſome ſmall remnants of them (up- 
on ſearch with my hand) within the womb, 
which were much putrificd. I brought them 
out thence with abundance of coagulated 
blood, and then ſtopped her privy parts with 
a cloth. 

As this was an uncommon caſe which ſel- 
dom ends without ſome ill ſymptoms to the 
woman, I deſired Dr. Vaſteus and Dr. Auzon, 
both learned phyſicians of the faculty of Pa- 
ris to give her a viſit, which they did, and or- 
dered an ounce of ſyrrup of maiden-hair, mixt 
with the fame quantity of oil of ſweet al- 
monds. I had given her immediately after 
her delivery two ounces of the ſame ſyrup, 
mixt with the juice of three ſour oranges ; ſhe 
did extremely well that whole day, and the 
following night, without any after-pains, tho' 
it was her firſt lying-in. Her flooding ſucceed- 
ed well, without a fever, head- ach, or the 
leaſt pain in any other part. 1 applied to the 
inferior region of her belly, juſt above the 

womb, 
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womb the following plaiſter, which much 


promoted the flooding : this plaiſter is famous, 
for that it was uſed by our Queen, by the ad- 
vice of the Lady Foquet. Its compoſition 1s 

ny of cerus ten ounces, of red-lend one pound, 
Venice loap ten ounces, and oil of olives two 
pounds; boil and mix it to the conſiſtency of 
a plaiſter. 

It is excellently good to be laid upon the 
navel of a woman, eight days before and after 
her delivery; but ſhe mult keep her bed all the 
while: you mutt change it as often as it be- 
comes dry. Ic has divers other fingular vir- 
tucs, not to be mentioned here, as being beyond 
our purpoſe, I had this receipt from Dr de 
Belcval, Chancellor of the univerſity of Mont- 
pelier, and Mr. Pecpuet. Mr. Janſton ſells 
abundance of it, it being of ſingular virtue to 

romote the flooding in child-bed women, 
whereof you have an inſtance in this; for no 
ſooner was it applied, but a whitiſh matter iſ- 
ſued from the woinb, ſuppoſed to be the rem- 
nants of the coagulited blood, becauſe the 
turning of the milk does not happen till be- 
twixt the ſecond and ſixth day; beſides that, 
this was a watery ſubſtance. I ordered her 
for nine days ſucceſſively a clyſter, made of 
the emollient decoction, mixt with three oun- 
ces of honey, which ſucceeded fo well, that 
ſhe felt not the Icaſt ſymptoms of a fever, and 
continues very well and fat ſince. 
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OBSERVATION LXXXI. 


Of a violent Flux of Blood, followed by a Fe- 
tus, inclgſed in its Membranes, like an Egg 


without the Shell. 


PRIL 22d, 1682, I was called to a wo- 

man afflicted with a violent flux of 
blood, and who had evacuated a great quantity 
of coagulated blood before my coming. Conſi- 
dering, ſhe had ſtrength enough as yet, I let her 
fix ounces of blood, after which ſhe fainted for 
Half an hour, but then recovered. 1 conveyed 
my fingers into the neck of the 1 
whence I brought forth many clods of coagu- 
lated blood. This, and a natural ſtool, gave 
her great eaſe, tho the ſame is moſt to be at- 
tributed to the letting of blood, whereof I have 
had frequent experience in women troubled 
with the flux of blood, I ordered her after 
this ſome nouriſhment, and, two hours after, 
divers clyſters of the decoction of cooling and 
emollient herbs, ſuch as mallows, althea, vi- 
olet leaves, lettuces, and purſlain, which laſt 
is of ſingular virtue in ſtopping bloody fluxes, 
uſed either in clyſters, or taken inwardly, 
eſpecially if you take of its juice ſqueezed out 

| of 
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of the herb, and depurated three times a day, 
with a little ſugar. 

You may in this caſe alſo apply to the hips 
and the outward orifice of the womb, cloths 
dipped in warm water mixed with vinegar ; but 
vinegar, in which you have ſteeped before-hand 
ſome lethargicum of gold, is much better. 
You muſt put a pound of this /ethargicum into 
three pounds of the ſtrongeſt vincgir, and let 
it ſtand in hot aſhes, after ſtirring it up with 
a ſtick. The vinegar you muſt ſeparate from 
the lethargicum by percolating it thro' a cloth, 
and then mix it with water, as you do with a 
common oxycrate, with ordinary vinegar ; but 
this is white as milk, and of greater effect, in 
this and divers other diſtempers. 8 

The clyſters that had been applied to our 
patient not coming away as they ought to do, 
I ordered her another of the ſame decoction, 
but with the addition of three ounces of ho- 
ney, which had the deſired effect; and tho' the 
flux did not ceaſe, yet was it much diminiſhed, 
About three o'clock in the afternoon I was 
ſent for again, when meeting there with Dr, 
Paſchal, a very curious perſon, I defired him to 
inſpect with me the clods of blood evacuated 
by our.patient. Among theſe we diſcovered a 
black membranous body, inclining to a muſcu- 
lous ſubſtance, covered in many places with co- 
agulated pieces of blood, fixt as it were within 
the ſubſtance of the membranes ; the whole of 


the bigneſs of a walnut with its great rind. 
Upon 
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Upon an exact view and touch I found it 
prefty hard, which made me tell Dr, Paſcal, 
that it certainly contained a foetus, or at leaſt 
ſome water. I opened it very gently, for fear 
of ſpoiling the rn (if any ſuch there ſhould 
be) and in the midſt of it diſcovered a thin 
tranſparent bladder, of the bignets of a hazle- 
nut, in ſhape not unlike an egg, full of a tranſ- 
parent liquor, containing a {mall, white, and 
oleaginous ſubſtance, appcaring Uke the firſt 
drauglit or beginning of a child, being of the 
bigneſ: only of a fly or a clove. Round about 
this bladder, which contained the fœtus, I 
ſaw, within the membranous circumference, di- 
vers other bladders, reſembling the {mail eggs 
you {ec in the knots of pullets with eggs, or to 
«a bunch of {mall Sr pes, all ft! an parent, but 
of a different ſize, the biggeſt not excceding 
the bigneſs of a {17% Il pea. You might alſo 
compare tiieſe bladders to thoſe raiſed by burn- 
ing upon our ſkin. 

The patient had told us, That, according to 
ber reckoning, ſhe as three months gone with 
child, ” having not bad her monthly romes fance ; 
but the ſœtus bearing not the leaſt proportion 
to that time, it might be ſuppoſed that it died 
long before, for want of dub nouriſhment, oc- 
caſioned by the great quantity of coagulated 
blood, which furrounded the membranes to the 
thickneſs of half an inch. The membrane or 
ſkin which contained the liquid ſubſtance, was 
joined to the muſculous part by another _— 
KIN, 


1 
ſkin, being much thinner than that which 
contained the fœtus, which being as thin as 
the fincſt and thinneſt taffety, contained a 
tranſparent liquor, and was thicker in that part 
where the navel-ſtring was in it. This blad- 
der, which in all reſpe&s reſembled an egg 
without its hard ſhell, might afford ſome ſpe- 
culation, whether mankind are progenerated in 
eggs, like the birds; but this being beyond 
my cornpaſs, I leave to the conſideration of 
abler perſons than myſelf. I took this tender 
ſkin entire, with its water and fœtus, and put 
it into a bottle with clear ſpring water, for 
fear that the ſpirit of wine ſhould conſume its 


ſkin, which was very tender and thin. 
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